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Abstract 

This paper intends to show how the North American Technocratie movement, which was a force to 

reckon with during the early 1930s, vended their politica! aims as non-political by claiming their ideas 

were prescribed by Technology, which they regarded as being both neutral and efficient. The 

proponents of Technocracy rejected the capitalist 'Price System' and advocated a Technate: a state 

governed by technologists that would act as proxies for technology. The Technate would ensure the 

most efficient system of production and distribution and, by extension, societal arrangements. The 

Technocrats' ideas resonated strongly in North America, but also gathered support in Europe, leading 

to the formation of technocratie groups in several countries that promoted impersonal, apolitical, and 

efficient forms of governance. 

lntroduction 

The Technocratie movement would take the dream of a better and more just society mandated by 

technology and attempt to make it into a reality. This paper starts with a description of the societal 

context that spawned the Technocratie movement: the Progressive Era, Taylor's scientific 

management, the rising importance of engineers, and Thorstein Veblen's ideas about technological 

unemployment, the evils of the current socio-economical system and the role of the engineers in the 

predicted new system. Subsequently, the Technocrats' analysis of the social wrongs and woes of their 

time will be described, as well as the rise (and fall and rise) of the Technocratie movement and its 

enigmatic leader, Howard Scott. Then the internal discourse of the movement is described, that 

worked in such a way that it could deciare their ideas neutra!, scientific and non-politica!. The paper 

ends with a short account of both the European resonance of the technocratie ideas and the lasting 

impact of the movement. 

However, first it is important to differentiate 'Technocracy' trom 'technocracy'. The word 'Technocracy' 

was coined by engineer William H. Smyth in the title of a series of three articles published in lndustrial 

Management in 1919 and 1920. 1 Smyth advocated a government based upon "Rational Human 

Development2", by which he meant that science should be applied to society by the people that knew

best how to use its power for good: scientists and technologists. To this end he proposed an 

alternative form of government, and industrial democracy that he called "Technocracy3" - a 

combination of the words 'techne' (skill/ making) and 'kratos' (power/ rule} - that would be governed by 

a "Supreme National Council of Scientists4". Smyth's ideas partially overlap with the later ideas of the 

Technocratie movement, but there appears to be no direct link between him and the movement, and 

the word disappeared again until the Technocrats claimed it in 1932 - and then 'Technocracy' became 

such a hot topic it was named as the 'new word of 1932'. 5 The usage of the term 'technocracy' for a
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