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WARM UP QUESTION

• What does language mean to you?
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BACKGROUND: LANGUAGE AWARENESS

Language is often taken for granted and its possibilities and

effects, however interesting, beautiful, or even dangerous, are 

sometimes overlooked. (Kaal & Dönszelman, 2021)

5 domains:

• Affective: attitude and motivation toward (learning) a language

• Cognitive: the system behind a language

• Social: sociocultural integration and diversity

• Performance: language proficiency

• Power: influence of language in society
(Voogel, 2021)
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BACKGROUND: MULTILINGUALISM

• When is someone a multilingual speaker?

• Everyone is a multilingual speaker

- Mother tongue

- Body language

- Language register

- Second or foreign language(s)

- Programming languages

- …
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LANGUAGE AWARENESS & MULTILINGUALISM IN 
TEACHER EDUCATION

• More multilingual students in the classrooms

• Awareness of the power of language

• Language awareness in the new curricula (The Netherlands)
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CASE STUDY

• HAN University of Applied Sciences, School of Education

• 4 groups (pre-service teachers)

- Modern foreign languages

- French

- Economics

- Mathematics

• 1 themed class (90 minutes)
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ETYMOLOGY
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TEST YOUR OWN LANGUAGE AWARENESS

9



TEST YOUR LANGUAGE AWARENESS
• In small groups

• Find 4 families of 3 languages

• 2 languages are left over

• Why do these languages belong together?

- What language family do they belong to?

• Why are your chosen 2 languages left over?



LANGUAGE FAMILIES
Main family: Indo-European language family

4 sub-families:

• Germanic languages (Dutch, English, German)

• Slavic languages (Polish, Croatian, Czech)

• Romance languages (Spanish, French, Romanian)

• Indo-Iranian languages (Kurdish, Urdu, Persian)

Artistic languages:

• Dothraki (Game of Thrones)

• Klingon (Star Trek)



SOLUTION
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LANGUAGE SELFPORTRAIT
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CASE STUDY - CONCLUSIONS
• Mostly students of Mathematics: interesting to look at other

functions and effects of languages

• Mostly students of modern foreign languages: more emphasis on 

language awareness and links between languages, loan words

(vocabulary)

• Realisation that there are (probably) more multilingual pupils in the

classrooms than the teachers are aware of

• Greater knowledge about language awareness and multilingualism

• First ideas on how to use the richness and diversity of languages

on the classrooms

• More focus on the power of language in the classroom: the way of 

adressing eachother

• “I organised a day where students shared stories and traditions 

from their native language with their classmates.”
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WRAP-UP
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FEDERICO FELLINI

A DIFFERENT 

LANGUAGE IS A 

DIFFERENT VISION 

OF LIFE.
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