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2This syllabus is the result of the Twitter conversations that 
took place during three launch events for Radical Care: 
Embracing Feminist Finance, a zine published by Amateur 
Cities and the Insitute of Network Cultures. The publication 
ponders how to embrace alternative values in economies,  
for example focusing on locality, cooperation, and caring. 
During the launch events, we asked contributors,  
respondents, and readers questions on topics related to 
feminist finance such as patriarchy, care and infrastructure.  
A wave of valuable information, relevant links, references  
and questions ensued. We realized that we did not want  
this wealth of collective knowledge to get lost in the depths  
of Twitter. Inspired by an article by Valeria Graziano,  
Marcell Mars, and Tomislav Medak (Learning from #Syllabus) 
and their work on the Pirate Care syllabus, we decided  
to produce this Feminist Finance Syllabus. 

This syllabus is a starting point for diving into the field of 
feminist finance. It features scholarly concepts, grassroots 
projects, artistic thought-experiments, fictional responses, 
and questions without answers. The events from which we 
sourced the references and quotes featured in our syllabus 
are just snapshots of bigger discussions and are in no way 
exhaustive. We did not set out to create a Feminist Finance 
1.01 syllabus, but rather a free form of associations related  
to the present preoccupations and urgencies. The structuring 
concern of our syllabus are events and conversations based 
in early 2020; as such, some classics of the feminist finance 
genre will be missing, with focus placed instead on under-
standing the specificities of a certain point in time. We would 
love to keep the conversation on feminist finance alive and 
this syllabus is an invitation to continue it.

https://amateurcities.com/radical-care-embracing-feminist-finance/
https://amateurcities.com/radical-care-embracing-feminist-finance/
https://networkcultures.org/blog/publication/radical-care-embracing-feminist-finance/
https://networkcultures.org/blog/publication/state-machines-reflections-and-actions-at-the-edge-of-digital-citizenship-finance-and-art/
https://pirate.care/


3How to navigate the Syllabus

The syllabus is divided into six main topics. Each topic is 
linked to a Twitter hashtag of its own, to which you can add 
any reference or question you feel is missing by tweeting  
a reply. The orange links in the syllabus point to tweets from 
the three events — follow them to read the full thread or to 
respond. The red links point to readings or examples — follow 
them to delve deeper into a particular topic. At the bottom  
of this syllabus, you will find the @handles of all participants 
of the launch events.

FUNDAMENTAL CRITIQUES� 4
RADICAL CARE� 6
INTERDEPENDENCE� 10
UNITS OF ACCOUNT� 12
ALTERNATIVE MONEY DESIGN� 14
FORMS OF ORGANIZING� 16
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Are 

economic models of 
organizing inherent  
to humanity? Jamaican 

philosopher and novelist Sylvia Wynter conceptualizes the  
neo-liberal “hero figure of homo oeconomicus”, who “normalizes 
accumulation in the name of (economic) freedom”. The origin 
story of this figure shows how capital and accumulation have 
become the measure of human life, its source and ultimate aim,  
or telos. Angela Mitropoulos, in her book Contract & Contagion, 
explores the effects of the widespread logic of the contract for 
organizing societies and human relationships. The “fetish of the 
contract” reproduces homo oeconomicus as the norm and denies 
interdependence and trust outside of its logic. 

In Radical Care: Embracing Feminist Finance, Reijer Hendrikse 
explains that “[w]e are increasingly stuck in a neoclassical 
economic straightjacket, which comes with a whole range of 
foolish assumptions, for example the idea that we are rational 
actors who calculate and measure everything.” (You can read 
more on the effect of measurements in Units of Account). In 
Affective Economies, British-Australian scholar Sarah Ahmed 
presents a fundamental critique of this idea. She questions this 
assumed rational logic of human economic activities. Ahmed 
writes about how emotions such as hate and fear align us with  
or against some subjects or groups rather than others. Emotions 
are not an individual matter, and play a crucial role in various 
forms of decision making — economic, cultural, and political. 
In The Cultural Politics of Emotion, Ahmed analyzes the role 
of emotions in debates on international terrorism, asylum and 
migration, and reconciliation and reparation. (Read more on the 
impossibility of autonomous rational actors in Interdependence.)

The ‘rational behaviour’ that Hendrikse mentions seems to always 
be geared towards the ultimate goal of accumulation. More than 
just increasing wealth, “accumulation as a societal status symbol 
and cultural value” leads to a game with only a few winners. This 
system is presented as neutral and universal, and creating space 
for alternatives is hardly possible: “everyone is forced to play  
the same game”. But “[w]hat about those of us who [...] have other 
games [they] want to play?”

FUNDAMENTAL 
CRITIQUES

https://read.dukeupress.edu/books/book/199/Sylvia-WynterOn-Being-Human-as-Praxis
https://www.scribd.com/document/110716725/Contract-Contagion
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255197375834005515
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255197375834005515
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1265344007602872322
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1265344007602872322
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1265344007602872322
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1265344007602872322
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/55780
https://edinburghuniversitypress.com/book-the-cultural-politics-of-emotion.html
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265344097688133632
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265344097688133632
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265344671988973568
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265344671988973568
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265346892323606528
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265346892323606528
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ffscritique
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ffscritique


5Julie Graham and Katherine Gibson, under their pen name  
J.K. Gibson-Graham, explore the possibility of diverse economies 
and a more-than-capitalist world. How can the end of capitalism 
and economic alternatives be envisioned? Perhaps the  
“cooperative ownership of land” is a necessary shift from the 
racialized history of the landowner class. Instead of privately  
held money, ‘mutual belongings’ could become the basis  
of an economy of care. 

Capitalism And The Pandemic

While the big tech industry remained a stronghold of growth and 
accumulation, the COVID-19 pandemic allowed us both to identify 
and disrupt some of the ‘holding patterns’ of capitalism that  
we tend to call ‘normal’. Going back to them when the pandemic 
is over would be a disaster. We can expect that the post COVID-19 
version of capitalism will generate an even worse form of fiscal 
violence against the poor by the extremely rich. Even though 
we might not be able to “design ourselves out of the structural 
contradictions of systems of domination”, we need to act against 
them and prevent “former holding patterns from becoming 
re-fixed, sketching out new lines they may recalibrate to”.

Practically, that can mean arguing for re-valuing the job market 
accordingly. None of the top paid positions such as managers, 
directors, supervisors, consultants, and investors seem to be 
worthy of adjectives like ‘vital’ and ‘essential’ or even of their 
pay. It is necessary to rethink who benefits from the existing 
institutions of power, both directly and indirectly, as for instance 
happens through cultural and educational elitism. Perhaps we 
need to revisit some of the vulnerabilities of democracy as  
a political system and work harder towards guaranteeing rights. 
Should we expand democracy by adding new, currently excluded 
groups, such as children to the voting group? David Runciman 
recently called to drop the voting age to six years old to balance 
age inequality in politics. As a consequence, greater rights for 
children could create a boost for the political case of caring.  
The pandemic shows us that we can build new communities  
of all kinds that we can own ourselves, beyond top-down struc-
tures. The big question is: will the pandemic crack open what  
was normal and allow for some alternatives to establish them-
selves more firmly?

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0309132508090821
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/the-handbook-of-diverse-economies-9781788119955.html
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/the-end-of-capitalism-as-we-knew-it
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/the-end-of-capitalism-as-we-knew-it
https://twitter.com/shutup_shelley/status/1255666300120109063
https://twitter.com/NooraniSetareh/status/1255207315927699456
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2020/may/13/naomi-klein-how-big-tech-plans-to-profit-from-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2020/may/13/naomi-klein-how-big-tech-plans-to-profit-from-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2020/may/13/naomi-klein-how-big-tech-plans-to-profit-from-coronavirus-pandemic
https://twitter.com/rosanicodegraaf/status/1260275513542750226
https://twitter.com/rosanicodegraaf/status/1260275513542750226
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260278230776504320
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260278230776504320
https://twitter.com/marcgarrett20/status/1260281760811802624
https://twitter.com/marcgarrett20/status/1260281760811802624
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255205293002305540
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255205293002305540
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255205293002305540
https://twitter.com/rosanicodegraaf/status/1260275814039461890
https://twitter.com/rosanicodegraaf/status/1260275814039461890
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260276726879395845
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260276726879395845
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260276726879395845
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260276726879395845
https://twitter.com/purpleorgreen/status/1260279729531297796
https://twitter.com/ethel_baraona/status/1260278876397338627
https://twitter.com/purpleorgreen/status/1260281894052278276
https://twitter.com/purpleorgreen/status/1260281894052278276
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/dec/06/give-six-year-olds-the-vote-says-cambridge-university-academic
https://www.talkingpoliticspodcast.com
https://twitter.com/marcgarrett20/status/1260278454982971392
https://twitter.com/marcgarrett20/status/1260278454982971392
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In a neoliberal economy 

that increasingly devalues it, the idea  
of centering society around care is  
a radical thought. What does it mean  

to care for those that have been historically left out of 
support systems? How have they come up with their own 
networks of care in order to “survive in environments that 
challenge their very existence”? These are some of the issues 
that are considered in the concept of ‘radical care’.

Despite the fact that care work and affective labour are skilled 
forms of labour, we have inherited a way of thinking about 
them as the opposite. In fact, “the monetary value of [...] 
unpaid care work globally for women aged 15 and over  
is at least $10.8 trillion annually — three times the size of the 
world’s tech industry (source: Oxfam)”. Capitalism survives 
owing to this imbalance and on the assumption that natural 
resources as well as women’s time and work are unlimited. 
The real economy is created by ‘free gifts’ of humans  
(disproportionately women) as well as non-humans and 
exploited by the homo oeconomicus. Acknowledging the fact 
that care work and affective labour exist is already a feminist 
vision. We should not forget that the fight for basic rights 
for many women has not yet finished, as is addressed by the 
international Wages for Housework Campaign.

The need to recognize care work is, however, entangled within 
the paradox between being a radical and being a professional. 
Professionalization has the capacity to provide practitioners 
with the conditions for carrying out their work in the best way, 
including, for example, the time necessary to develop new 
ideas and access to technology. On the other hand, it also 
refers to an expanded ‘service model’ which relies on corpo-
ratization and is not desirable.

Can radical practices be remunerated and if so how? Or will 
remuneration always lead to the trap of capitalist co-option? 
What is the difference between forms of recognition and pro-
fessionalization, and what role does visibility play in it? Do 
we need to engage in more radical acts of visibility, knowing 
that being visible is also being vulnerable? (Read more on how 
visibility in the technology of money shapes relationships of 

RADICAL  
CARE

https://www.dukeupress.edu/radical-care
https://www.dukeupress.edu/radical-care
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260279767288500224
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260279767288500224
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260280425945214976
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260280425945214976
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260280425945214976
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260280425945214976
https://www.oxfam.org/en/not-all-gaps-are-created-equal-true-value-care-work
https://twitter.com/g_ferri/status/1255196588957466624
https://twitter.com/silviadmolina/status/1255197763387617280
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255196950669950983
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255196950669950983
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255196950669950983
https://twitter.com/integloerich/status/1260271748962029568
https://twitter.com/integloerich/status/1260271748962029568
http://bcrw.barnard.edu/archive/sexualhealth/WagesForHousework.pdf
https://twitter.com/ethel_baraona/status/1260278471554674689
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260280207191289858
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260280207191289858
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260280207191289858
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260280207191289858
https://twitter.com/NooraniSetareh/status/1255200213205204992
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ffscare
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ffscare


7work in the interview with Lana Swartz and Martin Zeilinger in 
Radical Care: Embracing Feminist Finance.) Furthermore, can 
archiving be a radical act that allows us to make sure things 
aren’t forgotten and can’t be unsaid? Communities whose 
voices have not been heard should become more central. 
The work of Aída Bueno Sarduy and Rita Segato exemplifies 
this, both of whom focus on struggles from the Global South. 
In addition to listening to underrepresented voices, instead 
of demanding inclusion, perhaps we should reconsider the 
notion of in/exclusion and the system at its center altogether. 

Examples of practices of radical care, such as mutual care 
groups for children, cooperative labour endeavours, and 
shared kitchens, abound. Here are some examples of such 
inspiring initiatives:

•	 Sezonieri in Austria organizes migrant agricultural 
labourers as current food and harvesting crises expose 
them to even greater risks and pressures.

•	 Senda de Cuidados is a support network for domestic 
workers in Madrid.

•	 Cooperation Birmingham provides free, warm meals 
through solidarity kitchens, and rethinks the food chain 
including land expropriation, agroecology, and food  
as commons. 

•	 Supercoop is a food coop in Madrid.
•	 Docs not Cops is a campaign of medical professionals  

in the UK pushing back against the exclusion of migrants 
from medical care. They also work internationally and 
collate perspectives on migrant access to health care 
during the coronavirus pandemic elsewhere.

•	 Women’s mental, physical, and social health is impacted 
by imbalances in and abuses of power. Power Makes Us 
Sick is a creative research project focusing on autono-
mous healthcare practices and networks from a feminist 
perspective. 

•	 The Hologram by Cassie Thornton is a feminist social 
healthcare project that aims to provide accountability, 
attention and solidarity as a source of long-term care.

•	 Practices of Radical Health Care: Materials of the Health 
Movement of the seventies and eighties by is a publication 
Feminist Health Care Group (Inga Zimprich, Julia Bonn).

•	 La Ingobernable is a self-managed, social center  
in Madrid. 

https://amateurcities.com/radical-care-embracing-feminist-finance/
https://twitter.com/mirias/status/1260276802515279872
https://twitter.com/mirias/status/1260276802515279872
https://twitter.com/silviadmolina/status/1255209599944273921
https://twitter.com/silviadmolina/status/1255209599944273921
https://www.middlebury.edu/schools-abroad/people/aida-bueno-sarduy
https://globalsocialtheory.org/thinkers/segato-rita/
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255198109145104390
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255198109145104390
https://twitter.com/shutup_shelley/status/1255663894263144450
https://twitter.com/shutup_shelley/status/1255663894263144450
https://twitter.com/shutup_shelley/status/1255663894263144450
https://twitter.com/shutup_shelley/status/1255663894263144450
http://www.sezonieri.at/en/startseite_en/
https://www.sendadecuidados.org/
https://cooperationbirmingham.org.uk
https://cooperationbirmingham.org.uk/
https://supercoop.es/
http://www.docsnotcops.co.uk
http://www.docsnotcops.co.uk/docs-not-cops-international-video-collaboration/
http://www.docsnotcops.co.uk/docs-not-cops-international-video-collaboration/
http://p-m-s.life
http://p-m-s.life
http://feministeconomicsdepartment.com/hologram/
http://www.feministische-recherchegruppe.org
http://www.feministische-recherchegruppe.org
https://ingobernable.net/


8Care and the pandemic

The work of radical care communities becomes even more 
relevant in the context of the pandemic, and the time to come. 
The COVID-19 crisis has both emphasized the critical impor-
tance of care and exposed its vulnerability. Not everyone has 
been affected equally and not everyone has the same oppor-
tunity to be cared for. The capacity of care is unequal and 
largely dependent on class, gender, and racial exclusions.  
At the end of the day, will anyone take care of those  
who stood on the frontline? Most likely not. They will be 
left behind, either through lesser wages or more debt, and 
austerity measures on top of that.

In this respect, political organization is needed in addition  
to radical care practices. The current crisis made clear that 
the effects of capitalist logics require a broader form of 
political organization and a stronger recognition that ‘the 
personal is political’. We need institutional transformations 
that will prevent a falling back on the networks of solidarity 
whose capacity is nearly exhausted. We cannot expect  
them to take us through the economic crisis that lies ahead.  
“We need an increased capacity of care to manage the 
pandemic, health care, elderly care and networks of solidar-
ity... transform them into a commons.” Social workers, care 
workers, nurses, school teachers, and other low-paid workers 
need stronger support systems.

Solidarity is an important way in which we can collectively  
and knowingly agree on risk redistribution that is “accepting, 
in a partisan way, the vulnerability that would otherwise be 
dumped on someone else”. “Our structures and cultures 
should cent[er] around individual and community relations”. 
They should be “built on principles of solidarity and 
encourage collective responsibility for tasks related to  
social and ecological reproduction.”

COVID-19 has brought many rapid responses in the realm  
of radical care, often responding to a deep, popular need 
for alternatives caused by the financial, ecological, and now 
health crises. They are inspiring and hopeful as they show 
potential new ways forward, especially if they grow into fully 
fledged organizations. Many thoughts and examples have 
already been collected in Flatten the curve, grow the care:  

https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260279183944581122
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260279183944581122
https://twitter.com/marcgarrett20/status/1260277824264515589
https://twitter.com/marcgarrett20/status/1260277824264515589
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260270830036058113
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260270830036058113
https://twitter.com/ethel_baraona/status/1260275512473255937
https://twitter.com/ethel_baraona/status/1260275512473255937
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260278436729360384
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260278436729360384
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260278230776504320
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260278230776504320
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260278230776504320
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260278230776504320
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260278230776504320
https://twitter.com/marcgarrett20/status/1260277221295562752
https://twitter.com/marcgarrett20/status/1260277221295562752
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260270307346169861
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260270307346169861
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260270307346169861
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1255203508837646336
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1255203508837646336
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1255203508837646336
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1255203508837646336
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265355279425851398
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265355279425851398
https://twitter.com/mirias/status/1260269831493992448
https://twitter.com/mirias/status/1260269831493992448
https://syllabus.pirate.care/topic/coronanotes/


9What are we learning from Covid-19 of the Pirate Care 
Syllabus. You can also watch Valeria Graziano speaking on 
self-organized, care initiatives in times of Corona in North 
Italy and Berlin for the Disruption Network Lab. Here are some 
more examples and resources:

•	 Rental strikes became an important form of resistance 
against the threat of homelessness caused by COVID-19. 

•	 The Rent Strikes section of the Pirate Care Syllabus 
collects information on rent strikes around the world.

•	 In the Mutual aid is key for those who have lost work 
chapter of the Pirate Care Syllabus, you can find many 
ideas on how to create support for those who have been 
laid off or lost their work.

•	 FabLabs joined forces worldwide, from Barcelona to 
Tacoma, to 3D print masks and screens. They were able 
to work collectively and quickly and they openly shared 
knowledge. Makers often acted faster than governments.

•	 In this video, Andreas Kopp and Michael Ang discuss  
the printing and distribution of protective face shields  
in Berlin and Munich.

•	 The German organization Maker vs. virus brings people 
and organizations together to produce the equipment 
necessary to fight the pandemic.

•	 Covid Creatives Toolkit is a mutual support Google 
doc set up to help creative practitioners migrate their 
practice online while working from home.

https://syllabus.pirate.care/topic/coronanotes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stTpVTQFuKQ&feature=youtu.be&t=112
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stTpVTQFuKQ&feature=youtu.be&t=112
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stTpVTQFuKQ&feature=youtu.be&t=112
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stTpVTQFuKQ&feature=youtu.be&t=112
https://www.disruptionlab.org
https://theintercept.com/2020/04/25/coronavirus-rent-strike-may/
https://syllabus.pirate.care/session/rentstrikes/
https://syllabus.pirate.care/session/mutualaidfortheunemployed/
https://www.barcelona.cat/infobarcelona/en/tema/security-and-prevention/fab-labs-and-the-maker-community-team-up-to-combat-covid-19_932584.html
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/business/article241663786.html
https://twitter.com/ethel_baraona/status/1260270294008320015
https://twitter.com/ethel_baraona/status/1260270294008320015
https://twitter.com/molend/status/1260272095331745792
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlslVj43p0s&feature=youtu.be&t=116
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlslVj43p0s&feature=youtu.be&t=116
https://www.makervsvirus.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iNPPgHO1bQFTey3U4G6LZ4pjb05iM0AyLGYA1We6W5c/edit?pli=1
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“... All crises — health, debt, failure of 

democracy, 
climate 
collapse 

— are connected under Capitalism.” The hyper-patriarchal 
ideals with which we organize human societies have an effect 
beyond ‘us humans’. This becomes clear in the way nature and 
non-human life are rendered invaluable in order to support the 
economic status quo. Is it possible to “organize an economy 
against extinction?” Neoliberal societies’ lack of recognition 
of the value of the ecological world can be explained with 
Raymond Williams’ idea of ‘structures of feeling’. Each histori-
cal period has its own distinct way of organizing basic human 
emotions into an overarching cultural system that shapes what 
is deemed valuable. The structure of feeling that the culture  
of neoliberal capitalism produces is one that subordinates all 
life to capital accumulation.

COVID-19 lockdowns have proven that these structures of 
feeling can begin to show cracks during challenging moments. 
Olivia Laing describes that “people who have never had to 
consider their vulnerability, have had to consider it far more 
profoundly than before.” Olga Tokarczuk writes that “[t]he virus 
has reminded us, after all, [that] without any regard to how 
far apart the countries we come from are, or what languages 
we speak, or what colo[u]r our skin is, we come down with the 
same illness, we share the same fears; we die the same death.” 
With likely similar and connected crises in our world’s future, 
we must continue and build upon this shift in valuation of and 
human behaviour in the world. 

It is necessary to learn how to distinguish between knowing as 
represented by science, technology, artificial intelligence and 
caring as represented by mutual aid and solidarity. Scholar 
María Puig de la Bellacasa develops this idea conceptually, 
saying that “‘[t]hinking with care’ is a vital requisite of col-
lective thinking in interdependent worlds”, but also one that 
necessitates a ‘thick’ vision of caring. This idea builds on 
Donna Haraway’s insistence on thinking with a ‘thick present’ 
that is multi-layered and in which different concerns and ways 
of life interconnect. Haraway’s related concept of situated 
knowledges means that we have to realize that thinking and 

INTER-
DEPENDENCE

https://twitter.com/marcgarrett20/status/1260273160714321922
https://twitter.com/marcgarrett20/status/1260273160714321922
https://twitter.com/marcgarrett20/status/1260273160714321922
https://twitter.com/marcgarrett20/status/1260273160714321922
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https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255196650332491776
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1265349183797682183
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1265349183797682183
https://www.degruyter.com/view/title/496785
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000j1xm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000j1xm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000j1xm
https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/a-new-world-through-my-window
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https://www.newyorker.com/culture/annals-of-inquiry/the-coronavirus-and-our-future
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https://medium.com/@danmcquillan/ai-after-the-pandemic-c603866a6ef8
https://medium.com/@danmcquillan/ai-after-the-pandemic-c603866a6ef8
https://medium.com/@danmcquillan/ai-after-the-pandemic-c603866a6ef8
https://medium.com/@danmcquillan/ai-after-the-pandemic-c603866a6ef8
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-954X.2012.02070.x
https://www.dukeupress.edu/staying-with-the-trouble
https://philpapers.org/rec/HARSKT
https://philpapers.org/rec/HARSKT
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ffsdependence
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ffsdependence


11knowing are relational, require care and influence how we 
care. “Care is relational per se”. It is becoming ever clearer 
that “our structures and cultures should cent[er] around 
individual and community relations built on principles of sol-
idarity”. They should also encourage collective responsibility 
for tasks related to social and ecological reproduction. We 
can only begin to fight the virus through solidarity, embracing 
revolutionary activity on behalf of everyone, in what is known 
as an ‘intersectionality of struggles’. 

The culture of anthropocentrism has benefitted from present-
ing humans as separate from nature, as rational individuals 
that have autonomy. The climate crisis and the continued lack 
of recognition for it are a result of this decoupling. Solidarity 
should therefore not only mean solidarity between humans, 
but also with plants and other animals. Calls to connect more, 
to highlight our part of the biological network instead of our 
individuality, are voiced increasingly. Anna Tsing writes in 
The Mushroom at the End of the World: “Over the past few 
decades many kinds of scholars have shown that allowing 
only human protagonists into our stories is not just ordinary 
human bias. It is a cultural agenda tied to dreams of progress 
through modernization. There are other ways of making 
worlds. [...] We forget that collaborative survival requires 
cross-species coordinations. To enlarge what is possible  
we need other kinds of stories.” Is it possible to “appropriate  
rather than reject the term ‘growth’ — bring it back to its 
ecological meanings” as a rich and diverse biological con-
nectedness (“there are no individuals in the forest”) based on 
interdependence? What can we learn from Other (indigenous, 
ancestral …) knowledges and multispecies skills, once we 
acknowledge them as valuable? Can we rediscover a playful 
and joyful relation to the ecological world? If we learn to think 
about life as cooperation, incapable of being reduced to a 
single living being, does it become “possible to work towards 
a model of reciprocal ecological-economic growth that is able 
to resist the exhausting dynamics of capitalism”? 

http://www.macaomilano.org/IMG/pdf/matters_of_care_speculative_ethics_in_more_than_h.pdf?1855/c4230b1c1a0be41df49e7aa2f378f68e54620793
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1255203508837646336
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1255203508837646336
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1255203508837646336
https://www.eurasia.undp.org/content/rbec/en/home/blog/2020/solidarity-fights-coronavirus-and-aids-development.html
https://www.viewpointmag.com/2018/06/07/what-does-it-mean-to-live-notes-from-the-zapatistas-first-international-gathering-of-politics-art-sport-and-culture-for-women-in-struggle/
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255202647575060480
https://twitter.com/cordltx/status/1255201345822494720
https://twitter.com/cordltx/status/1255201345822494720
https://twitter.com/cordltx/status/1255201345822494720
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691178325/the-mushroom-at-the-end-of-the-world
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265342542511517697
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265342542511517697
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265342542511517697
http://www.richardpowers.net/the-overstory/
https://www.patreon.com/interdependence
https://twitter.com/NooraniSetareh/status/1255200571365167105
https://twitter.com/NooraniSetareh/status/1255200571365167105
https://twitter.com/NooraniSetareh/status/1255200571365167105
http://cup.columbia.edu/book/dark-ecology/9780231177528
http://cup.columbia.edu/book/dark-ecology/9780231177528
https://punctumbooks.com/titles/the-perfect-mango/
https://punctumbooks.com/titles/the-perfect-mango/
https://neuhaus.hetnieuweinstituut.nl/en/premises/zoop-research-facility
https://neuhaus.hetnieuweinstituut.nl/en/premises/zoop-research-facility
https://neuhaus.hetnieuweinstituut.nl/en/premises/zoop-research-facility
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When we discuss feminist economies 

one of the central issues is how to assign value 
to and measure things that are not easily quanti-
fiable. There are different ways of understanding 

value and assessing it.  
We refer to these 
different ways as units 

of account. What is value? What can be taken as vital or 
essential, and who gets to decide? These are some of the 
questions that form the base of our discussion. Language 
is an important form of power in this sense, because what 
does it mean to move from being a “‘low-wage’ worker to an 
‘essential worker’” in the space of a few weeks during the 
COVID-19 pandemic? Can these shifts in meaning also lead  
to systemic changes?

Numbers are a way to make value legible (and obscure that 
which is not deemed valuable). Jacqueline Wernimont writes 
about the racialized and gendered effects of what she calls 
‘quantum media’: the mediating technologies that function  
on the basis of quantifying life. Relatedly, Miriam Rasch writes 
(in Dutch) about dataism — the belief that data is capable  
of capturing all aspects of life and the world — and explores 
what might get lost as a result.

How can we value more qualitative forms of being and make 
our understanding of them more sentient, less abstracted 
by numbers? Instead of continuing the old system based on 
money, which is a form of control and extraction based on 
logics and logistics of scarcity, we need to develop new forms 
of accounting and realize that ledgers will never be universal. 
It is important to recognize that things come to matter con-
textually, historically, and relationally. Perhaps in a future 
world, “[i]nstead of banks, we would have some consensual 
value based on how much you contribute to your community, 
and that would be estimated collectively”. 

How could we deal with (ac)counting in a different way? How 
can we shift focus from the monetary value to the social 
value? What role should design play in it? Can we design for 
different types of value? Can we “re-invent (social) accounting 

UNITS 
OF 
ACCOUNT

https://twitter.com/rosanicodegraaf/status/1260276000593793034
https://twitter.com/rosanicodegraaf/status/1260276000593793034
https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/numbered-lives
https://www.debezigebij.nl/boeken/frictie
https://twitter.com/panomatic/status/1265345624859435011
https://twitter.com/panomatic/status/1265345624859435011
https://twitter.com/panomatic/status/1265345624859435011
https://twitter.com/NooraniSetareh/status/1255207315927699456
https://twitter.com/NooraniSetareh/status/1255207315927699456
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265352345795395584
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265352085073285124
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265352085073285124
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1255202180681908224
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1255202180681908224
https://twitter.com/amateurcities/status/1255202180681908224
https://twitter.com/g_ferri/status/1265343478290145281
https://twitter.com/g_ferri/status/1265343478290145281
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/1182475.1182493
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/1182475.1182493
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/1182475.1182493
https://twitter.com/purpleorgreen/status/1260275118862983168
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ffsunits
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ffsunits
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ffsunits


13as a common system for mutual aid”? At the same time,  
we should not forget to include the existing alternatives and 
allow different economic systems to exist next to each other, 
such as suggested by J.K. Gibson-Graham. 

What (social) activities should be included in forms of 
‘accounting otherwise’ and what does it mean to be radical in 
that? Should particular interactions refuse quantification so 
that they can remain outside the realm of monetization? Or 
does this limit their visibility? Do activities such as sharing 
actually require a metric if we consider them outside of their 
current caricature of the ’sharing economy’? Could we reap-
propriate the notion of the sharing economy and instead base 
it on ‘mutual belongings’?

An example of an organization that experiments with putting 
these critiques to new models is a Distributed Cooperative 
Organization (DisCO), an approach outlined in If I Only had a 
Heart: a DisCO Manifesto on personal value sovereignty, care 
work, commons, and distributed cooperative organizations.

Can mainstream politics incorporate policies for non-market  
economies and can it be a force for change? Are there 
ways in which we could abandon monetary intermediation, 
such as through “a policy towards ‘demoneti[z]ation’” or gift 
economies as suggested by Genevieve Vaughan? What would 
life and economy be like without money? What can fictional 
worlds, such as those created by Octavia Butler and Ursula  
Le Guin, teach us about societies without money?

https://twitter.com/purpleorgreen/status/1260275118862983168
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265353631026614277
https://twitter.com/mirias/status/1260279247593144320
https://twitter.com/mirias/status/1260279247593144320
https://twitter.com/integloerich/status/1265358461757526016
https://twitter.com/whatliat/status/1255210197187833856
https://twitter.com/whatliat/status/1255210197187833856
https://twitter.com/NooraniSetareh/status/1255207315927699456
https://disco.coop/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/DisCO_Manifesto-v1-1.pdf
https://disco.coop/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/DisCO_Manifesto-v1-1.pdf
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265354869118054403
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265354869118054403
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265356686019223558
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265356686019223558
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265356686019223558
http://gift-economy.com/
http://gift-economy.com/
https://www.inanna.ca/product/women-gift-economy-radically-different-world-view-possib/
https://www.plutobooks.com/9781783711000/life-without-money/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parable_of_the_Sower_(novel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Dispossessed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Dispossessed
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One of the 

possible tools that can be used 
to explore the reality of some of 
the ideas in this syllabus is alter-

native money design. What is 
regarded as valuable can differ 
per location or community, and 

different technologies might be useful for different commu-
nities or only for particular aspects of their economy. These 
experiments are useful to explore the situated and embodied 
realities of different economies, but technologies don’t 
change the political and social circumstances that cause 
inequities, and it is important to not see them as a universal 
solution. Technology initiatives need to avoid putting the 
technology first, instead learning to “foster community, radi-
calize the imagination and generate a conversation”.

One of the most well-known alternative forms of non- 
monetary exchange are time banks, which have existed for 
a long time. Historical examples such as the Cincinnati Time 
Store or The National Equitable Labour Exchange influence 
many contemporary equivalents.

There are many examples of grassroots, community-based 
currencies and alternative economies. These came up during 
our Twitter discussions: 

•	 Valor Y Cambio from Puerto Rico.
•	 Table Banking, such as this example in Kenya.
•	 Grassroots Economics “is a non-profit foundation that 

seeks to empower marginalized communities to take 
charge of their own livelihoods and economic future”.

•	 A community-driven Cooperative Bank and art project 
focusing on local debt relief called Bank Job. 

•	 Furtherfield in London experiments with infrastructures 
of value, such as their DAOWO project on Distributed 
Autonomous Organisation with Others.

•	 A speculative cryptocurrency that works adamantly to 
detoxify the patriarchy: “Initial Coin Offering- Mythical 
Feminist Cryptocurrency” by Cassie Thornton.

ALTERNATIVE 
MONEY 
DESIGN

https://www.publicaffairsbooks.com/titles/evgeny-morozov/to-save-everything-click-here/9781610393706/
https://www.publicaffairsbooks.com/titles/evgeny-morozov/to-save-everything-click-here/9781610393706/
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255199841216614400
https://twitter.com/maxhaiven/status/1255199841216614400
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cincinnati_Time_Store
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cincinnati_Time_Store
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cincinnati_Time_Store
https://www.britannica.com/topic/National-Equitable-Labour-Exchange
https://timebanks.org/
https://herring-fife-a7xp.squarespace.com/abouttheproject/
https://joywo.org/table-banking/
https://www.fairplanet.org/story/kenyan-women-grow-their-way-out-of-poverty-with-table-banking/
https://www.grassrootseconomics.org/
https://bankjob.pictures/
https://www.furtherfield.org/
https://www.furtherfield.org/artdatamoney/includes/files/daowo.pdf
http://feministeconomicsdepartment.com/initial-coin-offering-mythical-feminist-cryptocurrency/
http://feministeconomicsdepartment.com/initial-coin-offering-mythical-feminist-cryptocurrency/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ffsmoney
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ffsmoney
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ffsmoney


15•	 Another way to imagine the realities of possible futures 
can be helped by methods of speculative and critical 
design, such as those seen in the work done by Dunne  
& Raby, Superflux, and Julian Oliver. 

The discussion about Universal Basic Income (UBI) keeps 
returning, and we should carefully consider conditions under 
which UBI would be desirable. It is not clear whether “UBI 
counters the patriarchal financial order, or simply works to 
solidify some of its inherent structures”. Its effects should 
be considered both on the short and long-term, especially 
because in the long term, UBI may become “an excuse to fail 
to fix needed social structures like universal healthcare, equal 
education, and so forth”. By no means should it be seen as 
their replacement — “[w]e need a feminist environmentalist 
internationalist version of UBI”. 

https://twitter.com/g_ferri/status/1265352284168507394
https://twitter.com/g_ferri/status/1265352284168507394
http://dunneandraby.co.uk/
http://dunneandraby.co.uk/
https://superflux.in/#
https://julianoliver.com/
https://twitter.com/whatliat/status/1255202872242745344
https://twitter.com/whatliat/status/1255202872242745344
https://twitter.com/whatliat/status/1255202872242745344
https://twitter.com/integloerich/status/1255204201166143497
https://twitter.com/whatliat/status/1255204920623431681
https://twitter.com/whatliat/status/1255204920623431681
https://twitter.com/whatliat/status/1255204920623431681
https://twitter.com/furtherfield/status/1260282662519963651
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260283210447179776
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260283210447179776
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When discussing forms of orga-

nizing, the question of scale quickly arises. Should 
grassroots alternatives scale up to have a bigger 
influence? Or can concerns only be represented 

well when the 
systems of 
governance 

remain small and horizontal? Localization also carries within  
it the threat of exclusionary tendencies and the perpetuation  
of an inward-looking focus. Does scaling up change the 
community served by a specific initiative or does it open 
it up? Particular struggles, like a rental strike, benefit from 
scaling up and getting heard, but others might need to be 
protected. Does scaling up risk creating diversions from 
original intentions and ruining imaginative contexts? 

To detach scaling from capitalist growth, a different form 
should be thought of, like the scaling of political communi-
ties around shared issues (political situatedness). Scaling 
can also be envisioned as dialogue and skill-sharing, learning 
from others and building on their work, scaling in time, 
scaling by contestation, disobedience and politicization, or 
planting ideas like seeds into other communities. A diverse 
economy should support the existence of many different 
scales, perhaps “some sort of federated network of support 
or network of networks for the bigger concerns while each 
small initiative can still define their own values, methods and 
focus for their specific situations.” Furthermore, collabo-
ration between different scales should be possible without 
competition.

Is it considered ‘selling out’ to see social entrepreneurship as 
a pragmatic companion to radical grassroots work? Perhaps 
we shouldn’t be worried about things like greenwashing and 
focus on our own tasks, like building and reproducing our 
collectives. Can co-option sometimes be a partial victory if 
it continues to chip away at a detrimental system? Or should 
we avoid co-option, and allow many alternatives to flourish? 
It seems like “all valuable alternatives [are] swallowed up by 
neoliberal capitalism in the end, but we are in a very peculiar 
moment where these ideas have a great chance to gain more 
importance and perhaps eventually shift balance.” 

FORMS 
OF 
ORGANIZING
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17During the conversations, several examples of bottom-up 
feminist organization emerged against economic, technical, 
infrastructural, and political determination from above:

•	 Feminist Internet works on “making the internet a more 
equal space for women and other marginali[z]ed groups 
through creative, critical practice — combining feminism, 
technology, art and design.”

•	 Pirate Care Syllabus maps “the increasingly present 
forms of activism at the intersection of ‘care’  
and ‘piracy’”.

•	 City-Wide Tenant Union of Rochester is a “boots-on-the-
ground initiative to create solidarity among those that 
are usually ostracized and disengaged”.

•	 United Voices of the World — Section of Architectural 
Workers “is a newly-formed grassroots trade union for 
architectural workers in the U.K.”.

Organizing should be done with reciprocity and solidarity, 
making ‘harm reduction’ key. What some of these examples 
show is that what’s more important than scale is shared, 
decentralized resources and the creation of an environment 
of confidence in which people “dare to dream and make  
things happen”. 

https://feministinternet.com/
https://twitter.com/liekeploeger/status/1255200578164195330
https://twitter.com/liekeploeger/status/1255200578164195330
https://twitter.com/liekeploeger/status/1255200578164195330
https://twitter.com/liekeploeger/status/1255200578164195330
https://syllabus.pirate.care
https://www.rochestercitywidetenantunion.org/
https://twitter.com/shutup_shelley/status/1255665886914064385
https://twitter.com/shutup_shelley/status/1255665886914064385
https://twitter.com/shutup_shelley/status/1255665886914064385
https://uvw-saw.org.uk/
https://uvw-saw.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/PirateCare/status/1260277378892398592
https://twitter.com/ethel_baraona/status/1260271754733371392
https://twitter.com/ethel_baraona/status/1260271754733371392
https://twitter.com/ethel_baraona/status/1260271754733371392
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265354682924482560
https://twitter.com/jayapapaya/status/1265354682924482560


A great thank you 
goes out to all those 
who participated in 
the Twitter events  
for their enthusiasm 
and generosity: 

@AnitraNelson
@cordltx
@danmcquillan
@DeniseThwaites
@DocsNotCops
@DphnxBkkr
@ethel_baraona
@furtherfield
@g_ferri
@iang_fc
@jayapapaya
@liekeploeger
@marcgarrett20
@maxhaiven
@mirias
@NooraniSetareh
@panomatic
@PirateCare
@purpleorgreen
@Pyrate_Queen
@rosanicodegraaf
@shutup_shelley
@silviadmolina
@StrtAlice
@whatliat 

Shikha Sethia,  
who doesn’t have  
a Twitter account, 
contributed via email.

We tweeted as:
@amateurcities
@INCAmsterdam
@CAmpatzidou
@integloerich
@molend
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