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Executive Summary
The Dutch colonial rule of the Dutch Antilles started in the 17th century; this thesis is about how that rule has evolved up to the 21st century.  About how it has changed over the years and what the factors were that led to these changes.  The Netherlands went from being a motherland with colonies to a country with different semi-independent states. 

The first chapter explores the early years when the Islands were colonies and the Netherlands exerted complete command over every aspect of decision making on the Islands.  This chapter will also illustrate what the purpose of each island was within the Kingdom.

The second and third chapter are more politically tinted.  We move from the colonial era to the era when the Islands become more aware of their nationality.  This led to them demanding to be treated not as colonies, but as actual members of the Dutch Kingdom.  The Islands start the long road towards attaining their right to self-determination.  The political aspect is not only limited to politics on the Islands, but also to politics in the Netherlands.

The fourth chapter focuses on the final steps towards the dismantling of the Dutch Antilles.  In the future the Dutch Kingdom will no longer consist of the Netherlands and the Dutch Antilles.  The new Dutch Kingdom will be made up of the Netherlands, Curaçao, Saint Maarten, Aruba and the BES-islands namely Bonaire Saba and Statia.
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Preface
Bonaire was discovered in 1499 by the Spanish and was dubbed along with Curaçao and Aruba and the rest of the islands that now form the Dutch Antilles as ‘Las Islas Inutiles’ since there was no gold to be found.  After many years of war the Dutch managed to keep all of the Islands under their reign until now.  It could be stated that the emancipation of the Islands, or rather the de-centralization of the Islands started in 1954.  This is the year in which the Kingdom drafted the Statute, and this Statute gave the Islands the right of self-determination as will be explained further in chapter one.  A very important figure during these developments was Dr. Da Costa Gomez, he was the Antillean Prime-Minister at the time and he headed the Antillean delegation that went to the Netherlands to negotiate the Statute.

Because of the Statute the six islands namely Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, St. Maarten, Saba and Statia became known as the Dutch Antilles. Out of this same document came to be the two layer government system that has been implemented up to now within the Dutch Antilles. Each island has its own government but there is also a central government. The island government takes care of everything local and its authority is derived from the central government. The central government on the other hand, represents the country that is known as the Dutch Antilles. 
The central government has represented the Dutch Antilles efficiently for fifty years; however the combination of a local government and central government has proven to be expensive. In the 21st century the islands of the Dutch Antilles have decided that it is time for each island to stand up for its own interests. 

The main goal of this thesis is to put in perspective how the relationships between the countries that form the Kingdom of the Netherlands have changed over the years. The islands of the Dutch Antilles went from being colonies to having self-governing institutes, and a local government body. Hence, one of the questions that arise is: what exactly influenced this development?  Was it political ideologies, socio-cultural changes or was it a combination of both? This thesis shall try to answer these questions by briefly summarizing the history of the relationship between the countries that form the Kingdom of the Netherlands, from a political as well as a socio-cultural aspect.  Starting from the 17th century when the Islands came under Dutch rule and finalizing with the current dismantle of the Dutch Antilles.
Chapter 1.
The creation of the Netherlands Antilles; the country

           §   1.1
Las Islas Inutiles

Between 1492 and 1499 the islands of Curaçao, Bonaire, Aruba, Saba, Statia and Saint Maarten were discovered by the Spanish.  At this time the Spanish were looking for gold to continue financing the lavish lifestyle that most nobles had gotten used to.  Upon arrival they soon discovered that the islands did not posses any resources of the metal and they decided to name them : ‘ las islas inutiles’, meaning useless islands.(Nos Pasado, p. 3)  However, they had not travelled this far to leave empty handed and what the islands did have was a rich resource of salt and native Indians.  Extra labour was always needed in the gold mines in Peru, Chile and Mexico; so the natives were all taken to the continent of Latin America along with a fresh ration of salt to preserve the food.  For many years the Spanish would keep making these runs to the Islands but they would never settle.  In the year 1636, during a battle with the Spanish, the Dutch managed to gain possession of the islands.  The Islands were taken by direct orders of the ‘West Indische Compagnie’, which was the company running all the conquest in the name of the Dutch ‘Staten Generaal’.  The company itself was run by the ‘Heren XIX’, who were the 19 main shareholders; their main goals were to make profit and enlarge the Dutch Territory. (Nos Pasado, p.4)
Contrary to the Spanish, the Dutch had broader view as to what could be done with the Islands.  Apart from the salt that had become a necessity of daily life in order to preserve food, the Dutch saw potential in the Islands when it came to trade.  This was especially true for the islands of Curaçao and Statia.  (Nos Pasado, p.5)
Curaçao became the centre of slave trade that at was booming at the end of the 17th century.  From its central location landowners from the bigger islands of the Caribbean came to purchase their labour force.  There were some landowners on the Island who had slaves working for them.  There were 534 landowners and 5543 slaves, some landowners had as many as a thousand slaves while others had one or two.  The harvesting of crops on Curaçao was not intended for export.  The harvest was sold at the local markets, if there happened to be leftover crops these would be sold to neighbouring islands. (Cultureel Mozaïek van de Nederlandse Antillen, p.11)

Saint Maarten was used for salt mining, sugar production and small scale crop harvesting that was meant to supply the local settlers and the settlers of Statia and Saba.  Saba was not inhabited nor could it be used for anything since it is one large volcano.  The crop production on the island of Saint Maarten reached its all time low during the end of the 18th century when larger islands such as Cuba became big market competitors.  

As a result the Island became a refuge for free slaves from neighbouring islands.  Along with some Dutch settlers who decided to stay and establish themselves. ( Cultureel Mozaïek van de Nederlandse Antillen, p. 10)


Statia was a different story, due to its central location in the Northern Caribbean it became known as the “Golden Rock”.  Many passing crews stopped here to supply their ships, thus, bringing about a boom in revenues for the ‘West Indische Compagnie’.  The trade reached its peak in 1785 when no less than 3500 ships a year dropped anchor in the Statian harbor.  However, pirate ships also noticed the riches of the Island and the Statian harbor suffered tremendously from piracy.  Pirates would constantly target the harbor for pillaging. By the 19th century, defending the “Golden Rock” proved to be too expensive and the Dutch decided to cease trade on the island.  As a result the booming trade came to an end as did the Golden era of the island of Statia.  (Nos Pasado,p.  10)
Bonaire and Aruba were both used as private plantations for the Netherlands and Curaçao.  Their producet were shipped off to Curaçao for sale.  Both islands were destined for the harvesting of crops only.  Bonaire with its mass salt ponds and livestock brought a steady supply of food and means to preserve it.  Because, it was so close to Curaçao transportation from and to the Island was easy; Hence the ships headed for the Netherlands from Curaçao could always be well stocked.  As for Aruba, it was not about the mass salt production or live stock, but rather the horse ranches.  Aruba had an abundant amount of horses and the few natives that were left behind were experts at tending the animals.  All these factors combined made Aruba one big horse ranch from which the horses would be transported to Curaçao where they would be sold to the neighboring countries. (Nos Pasado, p. 12)

           §   1.2
Uniting the islands

Ever since the discovery of the islands of the Dutch Antilles they have always been governed by the Dutch government over in Europe.  Initially it was a governor who was appointed by the ‘West Indische Compagnie’.  When the Kingdom of the Netherlands was founded, in 1815, it became the King or Queens’s task to appoint a governor. In 1936 the Dutch government gave the appointed governor of the Dutch Antilles the green light to proceed in creating a Staten.  The Staten was comprised of fifteen members who represented the whole of the Dutch Antilles.  The seats of these members were in Curaçao. Five of the delegates were to be chosen directly by the governor and the other ten were to be chosen by the people through elections. (Nederlandse Antillen en Aruba, p.25)
As the years went on, the Antillean community became more diverse.  The economies of all the Islands blossomed, while slave trade had been abolished since 1863.  So, workers needed to be imported.  This factor was one of the main contributors to the diversification of the Island communities.  The Dutch and the freed slaves were no longer the only inhabitants of the Islands. The import of labour led to a multi-cultural mix of Portuguese, Chinese, Latin-Americans.  
Along with the arrival of the migrants came their culture and mentality.  Portugal, China, Venezuela and the Dominican Republic were already independent.  The new work force spread the ideas of independence across the Islands.  All over the world countries were fighting for their independence and the Islands of Curaçao, Bonaire, Aruba, Saba, Statia and Saint Maarten did not stay behind. The idea of being independent did not appeal very much to the Islands.  All they wanted at the time was more independence from the Netherlands.  The Islands no longer wanted to be colonies; they wanted their right of self-determination.  
The Netherlands was not safe from the post war ideologies and cries.  Other colonies like Suriname and Indonesia were also saying that they wanted their independence.  They no longer wanted to be part of the Dutch kingdom or be dominated by the Dutch supreme rule.  Instead of long and bloody wars the Dutch decided to convene with representatives of the Islands and Suriname to come up with a passive solution.  The Dutch government wanted to reach an agreement that everyone would be happy with.
The conferences where the Netherlands met with the colonies to draft the changes to the constitution were called “Ronde Tafel Conferenties”, henceforth to be named Round Table Conferences.  During these conferences all delegates from all the colonies paid an official visit to the Netherlands.  They met with the minister of Kingdom relations and affairs of the Netherlands.  They came to an agreement which eventually led to the drafting of a new constitution and as such changes to the relations within the Kingdom.  Before these drafts could become legislation they had to be approved by the Dutch parliament and declared official by the head of State. 

The first of the Kingdom conferences was held in The Hague on January the 27th 1948. The aim of these talks was to set the ground rules for the new constitutional order of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. (Het konkrijk in de Caraïben,p. 40).  The Antillean delegation wanted have the same power position as the Netherlands and the Surinamese delegation was looking to gain their independence.  At this time the Netherlands reserved most of the constitutional power in the Kingdom and the Dutch Antilles was resolute with the idea of getting the same position in the new constitutional order.  This meant that not only the Netherlands would have the majority of say when it came to decision making in the Kingdom.  
The Dutch government reserved the right to change certain legislation within the royal constitution with minimal or no approval from the Islands, Suriname or Indonesia.  Bottom line is that the governments of the Islands did not wish to be seen as inferior to the Dutch government. However, much to the Antillean delegations regret their Dutch colleagues in politics did not come to the conference with the same idea in mind.  Indonesia for instance did not get its independence until 1949.  It was during the period of 1945 to 1949 that the Netherlands was involved in the Indonesian war.  Indonesia wanted its independence but, the Dutch government and the people saw Indonesia as a model colony, with enough riches to still be exploited for years to come. Thus, they were reluctant to grant Indonesia its independence.  However, under international pressure from the United States of America the Dutch finally gave in and granted Indonesia its independence on the 27th of December 1949.

It took the Islands and Suriname a total of six years to achieve significant changes within the constitution.  The Islands and the Surinamese delegations negotiated with the Dutch ministers from the first conference in 1948 up to 1954 to reach a compromise.  It was during the reconvened conference of May the 20th 1954 that the Antillean delegation headed by Mr.M.F. Da Costa Gomez reached a consensus with the Dutch cabinet.  This compromise was embodied in the 1954 Statute.  On December the 15th 1954 the Statute was officially sworn in by Queen Juliana, Queen of the Dutch Kingdom. In this Statute, the country of the Dutch Antilles was created and it received more autonomy for its local government and the right to deal with more internal affairs without the intervention of the Dutch government.  This resulted in the two layer government that exists now in the Dutch Antilles. (See § 1.3)
The Surinamese delegation had already been stressing on their right of autonomy at the conference of 1948.  However, they had to make due with more freedom of self-government for now.  It would not be the last time that Suriname would exert pressure on becoming independent from the Netherlands.

           §   1.3
The new Kingdom of the Netherlands

The Dutch Antilles could finally look forward to a Statute through which each Island had the right of self-sufficiency.  The local governments had more responsibilities and more decision making authority on matters of internal affairs and local problems.  Each Island could now form its own local government and the Dutch Antilles became a decentralised unity state.  In the case of the islands of the Dutch Antilles this meant that the local governments had more authority over their internal affairs.  They had their own say in matters of their police force and justice system for example.  The island of Curaçao even created its own public prosecutors office.  The Statute also created a central government consisting of ministers representing each Island.

The Dutch would from now on only have the power over Defence, International affairs, Dutch citizenship and some other affairs. The Islands would have complete command over the legislative, judicial and executive power.  The graph below will illustrate the hierarchical situation (Nederlandse Antillen en Aruba,p. 27):

  







As one can note from the graph above, the Statute of 1954 created a double layer government.  There is the central government of the Dutch Antilles and the lower territorial governments of the Islands separately. (See §2.2).  The central government holds the executive, administrative and legislative institutions of the countries’ governmental body.  The Dutch Antilles consists of five different territories and these territories must also have their own form of local government.  This is what is considered the second layer of government or rather the territorial governments.  One could compare it to the United States’ Federal government and State government.  The States together form the United States of America, while the states individually also have their own governments that handle the local problems.

Though, the Islands were not all completely independent. As with most decentralized unity states not all territories involved are at the same level.  Some are smaller then others, poorer then others or are not as self-sufficient as others. Now, being more independent from the Netherlands meant of course that all the Islands had to learn to manage their finances and take care of their citizens among many other responsibilities. 

Curaçao would be the most important Island in the equation since the central government was to be located there.  The central government was made up of the ‘Ministerraad’, the ‘Staten’ and the ‘Gouverneur’.  All the Islands held elections and chose their representatives for the central government.  These elected candidates then spend most of their time in Curaçao making sure that their islands’ interests were being served.  On central government level each Island would get an amount of seats in the ‘Staten’, based on the size of the island.  There were a total of 22 seats and Curaçao held 12 seats, Aruba held 8, Bonaire held 1 and Saint Maarten along with Saba and Statia formed the Leeward Islands and they held 1 seat.  This division of seats caused especially the island of Aruba to rebel against Curaçao stating that they wanted nothing to do with Curaçao.  The Aruban politicians would rather deal directly with the Netherlands. (See §2.2). (Staten van de Nederlandse Antillen, §2)

Bonaire never really served an important role in matters concerning the Dutch Kingdom.  As such Bonaire has enough to offer joint with other economies.  However on its own, it is a different story. Bonaire’s economy stands on two pillars namely; tourism and the salt mine. Right after the Round Table Conference of 1948 the population of Bonaire was a little more than 5000 inhabitants.  (See Appendix IV)  Generally most small economies such as the one in Bonaire do not survive based on their local production alone.  They need assistance to keep their economies moving and their people are usually the ones who suffer the most.  The social differences become great as wealthy investors settle and the people become their employees.

So, once the new Statute came to be implemented Bonaire decided it needed some sort of alliance or rather some sort of mother figure.  As such with a little more that 5,000 people living on the Island it is more than understandable that they chose to form an allegiance with Curaçao.

Bonaire did not make itself dependent on Curaçao through a gentlemen’s agreement.  In the 1954 Statute it said that even though the Islands have a local government all the governmental departments have a double layer.  In Bonaire for instance there is a department that handles finances nevertheless; there is also a department of finance at central level.  There is a local department of justice that handles all the developments around police officers and the Bonairean detention hall.  But, there is a central department of Justice that handles the finances and assists when Bonaire is in need of extra police force.

The Islands of Saba and Statia are in pretty much the same position as Bonaire.  They are both small Islands with a combined total of no more than 3,000 inhabitants.  However, they have formed an allegiance with Saint Maarten.  They are the Islands least heard of and they are usually left in the back row by the other Islands.  (Population of each island, columns 3 and 4).  They are very dependent of the country Dutch Antilles, because they have very few local resources to exploit.  The main income of the governments is taxes, fishing and tourism.

Chapter 2.
1986: The new concept of the Netherlands Antilles from a Dutch political 


perspective
In this chapter we will analyze how the Dutch government dealt with the developments.  In the previous chapter we have analyzed how the Island politicians felt about their position in the Kingdom.  The Dutch politicians also had their say in the Kingdom affairs and the developments were in part influenced by the Dutch politicians.

Aruba had been trying to be more independent from the other Islands ever since the Statute was implemented.  Aruba had always criticized the fact that Curaçao had more authority in the constitutional affairs of the Dutch Antilles.  Because of this inferior sentiment that Aruba decided it did not want to remain part of the Dutch Antilles.  Thus, Aruba decided to pursue a Status Apart within the Kingdom.  The procedure leading toward this status will also be analyzed in this chapter.
           §   2.1
Drafting the new constitutional order of the Netherlands Antilles

A few years after the Statute had been implemented everything seemed to be working out fine. Everyone knew their position within the Kingdom and everyone knew their legitimate boundaries.  As the years went by it became clear through some incidents that the Dutch Antilles and Suriname had not gotten what they had asked for from the Dutch government in the charter.  The Antillean and Surinamese governments realised that they were still being controlled by the Dutch government.  They became conscious of the fact that their right of self-determination could still be undermined by Dutch rule.  

This became apparent during an incident at the beginning of the 1960s.  The Antillean government wanted to nominate mr. S.W. van der meer, a lawyer, as the new minister of Justice.  Mr. van der Meer was willing to limit his practices as a lawyer, but not to close his firm.  According to the law the governor must approve a candidate for minister before the candidate is allowed to take office.  In this case the governor did not agree with mr. van der Meer continuing with his practice while upholding a public function.  The Antillean government led by mr. E. Jonckheer found this decision to be unacceptable.  They found that the governor was intervening in internal Antillean affairs. (Het Koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p. 75).  The governor had to limit himself to his role of approval and not do a background check on the candidates.

It is a very common democratic law that ministers and members of parliament should restrict themselves to their public function.  This minimizes the chances of them being bribed or corrupted.  In this case mr. Van der Meer was more concerned about his employees.  The local politicians saw this as an opportunity to make it a point that the Dutch government was intervening in local affairs.

The controversy led to the discussion of the authority of the governor being too broadly described in the Statute and the Constitution.  The Antillean government was concerned that the governor was exercising a dangerous excess of power within the Dutch Antilles.  In the end the conflict and others of its kind led to yet another round of the Round Table Conferences.  In which Suriname declared its desire to be independent and there came restrictions to the power of the governors in the Dutch Antilles.

The Dutch politicians thought they had solved the problems with the colonies in quite a civilized manner.  Apart from, having peaceful talks and reaching to an understanding, the Statute also states that all the islands of the Dutch Antilles will have the right of self-determination.  The riot in 1969 on the Island of Curaçao made the Dutch government reconsider that thought.  The 1969 riot started off as a strike to protest against the social injustice that was being committed at the local refinery.  However, things soon escalated and it became more of a political issue.  On the 30th of May 1969 employees of the refinery who were represented by the workers bond ‘ WESCAR’ started a protest.  The protest was to express their dissatisfaction with the decision of the board of the refinery to not give them a salary increase.
Tensions had already been rising due to an unfair division of employment within the refinery.  Most of the high and executive positions were not being held by the local Curaçaolanians.  These positions were held by Dutchmen who were brought in from the Netherlands.  Moreover, the economy on the Island was not doing so well.  All these factors combined led to an upsurge of the social discontent the locals felt.

On the morning of the 30th of May 1969 the refinery workers decided to hold a general strike demanding that their pay be increased due to rising inflation.  When the refinery officials refused to comply the protesters became angry and they headed off marching to the government building fuelled by rage.  According to the mentality of the people, the local government had given the refinery officials permission to import their engineers.  The government was the one that should protect and provide the locals with their rights.  At this point their right was to have their salary increased in order to cope with the rising inflation.  However, along the way the men stopped for alcohol and by the time the protesters reached the city they were out of control.  They burned down almost half of the city, wounding many and killing one person.  The local government asked Dutch officials for help, and they had to resort to sending Military Police to control the situation.  
One must also consider that during the time of the riot there was a social change taking place on the Island.  A new generation of Antillean students were coming back from their studies in the Netherlands.  They brought with them socialist ideas and the working class, who was the darker skinned group of the population started to concentrate on the idea that they were being abused by the “white man”.  These ideas made the refinery employee see his superiors as oppressors, especially because the superiors were all light skinned.  After the riots the Dutch government was afraid of the situation worsening.  The Dutch government realised that because of the social differences the tension had reached a breaking point.  This problem needed to be addressed by the central government continuing down to the local government.  (Gemunt op wederkeer: het leven van Cola Debrot vanaf 1948, p.43 )

After Suriname left the constellation in 1975 it became essential for the Dutch government to maintain the six islands of the Dutch Antilles together.  They wanted to make the Dutch Antilles a sovereign state; however the Antillean government was not exited about such a change in dimensions.  The Aruban government was definitely against having to stay in the same constellation as Curaçao especially on the central government level.  Thus, the attempts by the Dutch government to establish a centralized Antilles led to the empowerment of the Aruban people to pursue their independence from the Dutch Antilles.  The Aruban people wanted their independence from Curaçao as the centre of government and commerce. (Het Koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p. 173)

           §   2.2
Aruba coming on its own

When the Partido Patriotico Arubano (PPA) was the leading political party in Aruba, cooperation on central government level was working out fine.  This political party did not necessarily agree with every aspect of the Statuut but they were somewhat willing to work with the Central government. This was about to change when the Movimiento Electoral di Pueblo (MEP) was founded in 1971.  As opposed to the PPA that was willing to work with the Antillean government, the MEP had one sole purpose.  They wanted sovereignty from the Dutch Antilles and have direct ties to the Netherlands.  They saw the Central government as an entity for Curaçao to abuse of its power over the other Islands. (Nederlandse Antillen en Aruba : mensen, politiek, economie, cultuur, milieu, p. 31)

Initially, The Dutch and the Antillean governments did not pay much attention to this new movement in Aruba, despite the MEP gaining popularity on all levels of the Aruban society. It was not just the working class that was listening to mr. Betico Croes, the leader of the MEP, but also the aristocrats and elite were paying attention to his words.  There were some who even characterized mr. Betico Croes as a populist.  After having struggled for attention from the Dutch and the Antillean government from 1975 when Suriname got their independence, a change had come.  In 1978 the Kingdom of the Netherlands went into Round Table Conferences with the goal of achieving the Status Apart of Aruba.   In 1983 when the Conferences came to an end it was agreed that Aruba would be granted ten years of Status Apart.  These ten years would start on the 1st of January 1986.  The agreement was that Aruba would be a sovereign country within the Kingdom of the Netherlands with direct ties to the Dutch government.  And that on January the 1st 1996 they would become an independent country just like Suriname.( Nederlandse Antillen en Aruba : mensen, politiek, economie, cultuur, milieu,p.32)  For the Arubans this meant that they no longer had to address their matters to the Central government in Curaçao.  They now had one layer of government, which is their central government.  To the outside world they are the country of Aruba instead of the Dutch Antilles.  However, their judicial system is for the most part in the hands of the Dutch government.  Their District Attorneys are sent directly from the Netherlands.
As mentioned in paragraph one, the most important thing for the Dutch government was the centralization of the Dutch Antilles.  Making sure that the six islands would remain as one country. With Aruba receiving its Status Apart the Dutch government was, with reason, concerned for further outbreaks of this trend.( Nederlandse Antillen en Aruba : mensen, politiek, economie, cultuur, milieu,p.32)  Luckily, the other five Islands had no serious problem with the current situation, except for Saint Maarten, so the other Islands would remain together as the Dutch Antilles until 2010.  
On the eve of the actualization of the Status Apart the leader of MEP, mr. Betico Croes, was involved in a car accident and passed away after being in a coma for some time.  Apart from the losing their leader Aruba was also coping with a worrying economic situation.  In the same year of the Status Apart the oil refinery closed its doors.  Arubans were now dreading the final independence day of 1st of January 1996.  The refinery had been one of their main sources of income along with tourism.  Moreover, the Dutch government was under international pressure not to let the independence of Aruba proceed such as the Surinamese independence.  
The Surinamese independence had not gone without casualties or incidents.  The Surinamese people suffered greatly during their independence. They had to cope with an unstable political and economic situation.  This was especially visible with the exodus of the Surinamese people to the Netherlands in the years prior and following the independence.  The Dutch government under the ‘ Den Uyl Kabinet’ found itself dealing with the massive influx of Surinamese.  Most of them settled in the Ameterdam Bijlmer area. (Het Koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p.117)  The Dutch decided to prolong the independence date of Aruba to avoid another exodus such as the Surinamese one.

           §   2.3
The impact of a five Island Netherlands Antilles 

Aruba was not the only Island celebrating its new constitutional form.  The people in Curaçao were also happy with the new form of things.  Aruba had been pestering Curaçao for everything that goes and had gone wrong for years.  Especially the politicians were happy with the Aruban victory, because this meant that they could move on without a ball and chain attached to their ankle. (Nederlandse Antillen en Aruba : mensen, politiek, economie, cultuur, milieu,p. 32)  Aruba had pretty much stopped contributing to the Dutch Antilles as a country from 1979 up to 1983.  They had been so caught up in their own interests and affairs that they had no eyes for what happened in the Dutch Antilles.

Once Aruba had left the constellation the rest five Islands had to re-negotiate the seats in the ‘Staten’.  The amount of seats remained the same but the amount of Islands that needed seats was less.  The Leeward Islands of the Antilles got a chance to separate themselves from each other during these negotiations.  The new division was: Curaçao 14 seats, Bonaire and Saint Maarten 3 seats each and Saba and Statia 1 seat each.  

From a Dutch perspective the Status Apart of Aruba was in some sense a blessing in disguise.  The Dutch did not want to lose none of the Islands or rather did not want to lose the Kingdom of the Netherlands.  They did realize full well that the complete co-operation between the Islands had become far fetched.  The turn of events gave, the then member in the cabinet Lubbers I, minister Hirsch Balin a superb idea.  He was the first to proclaim that it is only natural for the Islands to express their sentiments of patriotism and nationalism.  He understood that after all these years the Islanders knew that there were social and political differences between the people.  He came up with a plan; namely: the draft of a Gemenebest constitution for the Dutch Kingdom. (Het Koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p. 213)  This plan painted a divided Antilles, where Aruba could turn back the independence declaration of January 1st 1996.  Bonaire and Curaçao would work together on the one hand.  And the three Leeward Islands, Saba, Saint Maarten & Statia, would work together on the other hand.  This was also the first step in the direction of analyzing and eventually modernizing the Statute that was established since 1954.  

Seeing as the times had changed the initial Gemebest plans had to be re-evaluated by the Dutch government.  As of 2005 Saint Maarten had been proclaiming its need for self-sufficiency and autonomy from the current constellation.  The referendums held on the islands of Curaçao and Saint Maarten made it more evident that the Islanders did not want to be a part of the Dutch Antilles no longer.  So, the Dutch government in cooperation with the Antillean government devised a new scheme.

Contrary to the scheme of the Gemenebest plans in which Bonaire and Curaçao would become autonomous within the Kingdom, Curaçao and Saint Maarten will enjoy this status.  Bonaire will become a special province of the Netherlands along with Saba and Statia.  In the referendum held in 2004 on the Island of Bonaire, a majority of 54% of the population chose to remain within the Dutch Kingdom.  Based on the development of the Bonairean economy this is more than logical.  From the beginning of its colonization Bonaire had not had a special nor important role in the economic and trade developments. The Bonairean economy only started to develop and blossom after the Second World War.  During this time the British used Bonaire as an air base and build the one runway that exists until today.  After the War the runway was used commercially and in 1969 the World Trans Radio build their first transmission station on the Island of Bonaire.  After these developments the Bonairean economy remained dependent on the Salt Mining and Tourism.
To get back to the new Kingdom order, the plans of mr. Hirsch Ballin are taken as a basis for the drafting of a new plan.  The Dutch realize that Bonaire has a lot of potential but it is still a small island, thus there are some limitations when it comes to for instance project development.  There is only so much property to build on.  Bonaire has 294 km² of ground to work with and a total of 12873 inhabitants (Appendix IV).  The Dutch government realized the potential of the location of Bonaire for the Netherlands in the fiscal aspect.
As of October 2010, Bonaire is to become a special province of the Netherlands meaning that there are rules that apply for the Netherlands as a country that do not necessarily apply for Bonaire.  Based on this the Dutch government has come up with the concept of a fiscal paradise.  As of now the fiscal plans for Bonaire are as such that any company that settles within the Bonairean fiscal jurisdiction is exempted of paying profit tax and the income tax percentage is lowered to 19%.  This is a considerably smart move by the Dutch government because; it makes Bonaire a haven for investment.  All over the Island there are development projects unfolding to build new houses, apartments and accommodation for the visitors and citizens to come. 

This is a dangerous development for the Islands of Curaçao and Aruba, because the small Island of Bonaire is being built into a financial and economic power zone.  Competing at a level that the other two Islands cannot easily reach since, they do not have the practically unconditional financial backing of the Dutch government. 
           §   2.4
Dutch political influences


Up to now the perspective has been from a Dutch Antillean point of view.  However, the Antillean politicians were not solely responsible for the changes that occurred and that are occurring as we speak.  The Dutch political ideas have also contributed to the changes.  The ideologies of the Dutch cabinets of the 1940’s were in no way to be compared to the ideologies of the current cabinets.  This is noticeable in the end results of the Round Table Conferences.  As the years went on the mindsets of the politicians changed.  They became more liberal and so the colonies were able to reach compromises with the Dutch government that gave them more liberties.


During the first Round Table Conferences of 1948 the Antillean delegation confronted the cabinet Drees-van Schaik.  This was a more conservative cabinet that had no intention of losing the Dutch colonial assets.  The cabinet was formed out of a coalition between three different political parties, namely the PvdA, the VVD and the KVP.(Ministerie Algemene Zaken, Kabinet Drees/van Schaik, 2nd Column)  The PvdA was a social democratic party as was the VVD.  Both of these parties strived for equality for the people.  The KVP was a catholic party and the more conservative of the three.  The KVP based its ideologies on the Catholic belief, thus they were considered to be more old fashioned and traditional.  This cabinet found itself having to decide on giving the colonies autonomy and a right to self-determination.  The person that plays the bigger role in convincing the chamber of parliament to adopt a new policy towards the colonies is the minister of the Territories Overseas, now called the minister of Kingdom Affairs.  During this cabinet this post was occupied by a member of the KVP.  Hence, the issue was addressed in a more conservative way, than in later years.  Apart from its political ideologies these were the times when colonies tried to break free and the motherlands were trying to hold on to their colonies.  Considering this fact the cabinet decided to give the colonies some leniency in their self-determination but not to grant them their independence and right of self-determination.(Het koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p. 41, 42 en 70)  Yet this cabinet was not ready to sign any agreement, because the mentality of the Dutch politicians of this time was not that liberal as yet.


These negotiations would continue until 1954.  This is when the newly appointed cabinet Drees II agreed to give the Dutch colonies their right of self-determination.  This was written in black and white in the Royal decree namely the Statute.  This cabinet consisted of a coalition between the PvdA, KVP, CHU, ARP.(Ministerie Algemene Zaken, Kabinet Drees II, 2nd Column)  The CHU was a Christian reformed party and had less right right-wing tendencies than the KVP and the ARP.  The ARP was the anti-revolutionary party of the coalition.  They based their ideologies on being against everything that the French revolution stood for.  However, the post of minister of the Territories Overseas was being held by a member of the CHU party.  And, despite the conservative tendencies of the cabinet the independence war of 1949 with Indonesia was still fresh in their memory.  So, they decided that this was the most peaceful way to grant the colonies some degree of autonomy while still keeping them as part of the Dutch Kingdom. (Het koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p.53) 


Now we skip ahead to the cabinet Den Uyl.  It was not until the cabinet Den Uyl that took office on may 11th 1973 that the Surinamese pleads for independence gained proper notice.(Ministerie Algemene zaken, Kabinet den Uyl, 2nd column)  This cabinet was still headed by a left wing PvdA.  The cabinet was formed through a coalition between PvdA, ARP, D66 and the KVP.  However, they were no longer in the 1950’s.  They had now ventured into the era where the general mentality was more about equal rights and liberal thinking.  The new addition to the coalition was the D66, this was a party resurrected from the ideologies that dominated the 1960’s.  Through them the liberal thinking of equality and the right to pursuit ones own happiness had entered into government.  There first order of business was to open discussions for the Islands and Suriname to agree upon a date for independence. (Het koninkrijk in de Caraïben,p. 103)  Where its predecessors were careful and indecisive this cabinet took action and was not afraid of breaking with hierarchical traditions.  It was during this same cabinet that Suriname got its independence in 1975.  During the talks at the Round Table Conferences Aruba also made their sentiments for autonomy from the Dutch Antilles known.  


The third cabinet to face an active colonial dilemma, was the cabinet Lubbers I.  They took office on the 4th of November 1982 and by the end of their four years in office Aruba had been granted a Status Apart.  The Lubbers I cabinet was a coalition between CDA and the VVD.  Both these parties were liberal and especially the CDA stood for fighting for the best interest of all parties involved.  They did not represent one specific group of people, rather they strived to give everyone their rights.  The minister in charge of the Kingdom Affairs, formerly known as the Territories Overseas, was a member of the CDA party. (Ministerie Algemene zaken, Kabinet Lubbers I, 2nd column)  The new cabinet knew that there was no turning back, Aruba wanted an autonomous status within the Kingdom.  The only thing that was left to figure out was how the agreement should be set up so that everyone would be content with it.  During the 1980’s the sentiment that the whole colonial ideal was a past glory rose among the Dutch citizens.  These sentiments were not as strong now as they would be by the last cabinet to deal with a colonial dilemma.  But they were there nonetheless and it was up to the cabinet to make sure everyone was happy with the solution. (Het koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p.169)


Our last cabinet is the Balkenende cabinet, there have been four cabinets from the Balkende coalition.  The last cabinet, Balkenende IV, consists of a coalition between CDA, PvdA and CU.  This cabinet consisted of a left wing coalition that has continued with negotiation with the Islands of the Dutch Antilles.  These negotiations began in 2003; the aim was to reach a consensus on the new constitutional order.  By now the Dutch people were mostly fed up with the Antillean colonies as well.  The people found that the Islands cost them more money then they were actually worth.  Dutch politicians as well as Antillean politicians wished to remain in some sort of cooperative liaison rather than sever ties for good.  
Nowadays it is a concern to be politically correct and not call these Islands colonies.  However, one could refer to them as modern-colonies.  The cooperation between the motherland and the colony might be a little more complicated now then it was 400 years ago, but they are colonies nonetheless.  At this time an agreement has been reached where Curaçao and Saint Maarten will be autonomous within the Kingdom with special ties to the Netherlands and Saba, Statia and Bonaire will become special provinces overseas, or better said ‘BES-eilanden’.  These new concepts of constitutional reform will be discussed in chapter four.  (Het koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p. 239)  

Chapter 3.
1990: Movement towards the restructuring of the Dutch Antilles

During the 1990’s a new movement rose in the Dutch Antilles.  This movement was trongly felt on the islands of Curaçao and Saint Maarten.  Political parties and the local people seemed to share the same sentiment.  

This new movement was also discussed within the governmental chambers in The Hague.  It seemed a new era of anti-colonialist feelings had begun.  In this chapter we will take an in depth look at how these sentiments evolved on the different islands and what the response was of the Dutch government toward this new movement.

           §   3.1
The era of the autonomous sentiment

A new political party emerged on the island of Curaçao and with it a new political sentiment.         The ‘ Partido Antias Restructura’ roughly translated it means the Party for the restructuring of the Dutch Antilles.  The party came to life after a general referendum held on Curaçao on the 19th of november 1993.  The main goal of this referendum was to push for an autonomous Curaçao.  The people of the Island had the choice between: 

A. Restructuring the Dutch Antilles

B. Status Aparte for Curaçao

C. Maintaining the Status Quo

D. Complete Independence
The outcome in percentage of this referendum was: 73, 56%, 17, 93%, 8, 02% and 0, 49%. (Referndum polls, 1993)  The referendum results made it utterly clear that the people of Curaçao were not happy with the constitutional structure of the Dutch Antilles.  

When the ‘ Partido Antias Restruktura’ came into power it was led by Miguel Pourier who had also been a member of the ‘ Gemengde Commissie Toekomts Antillen’.  (p. 195, Het Konkrijk in de Caraïben)   This commission was put together by the Dutch government during the negotiations with Aruba on its Status Apart.  He himself was not very pro dismantling the country Dutch Antilles.  He had rather change the constitutional structure so that all the Islands would be content, without compromising the future of the Dutch Antilles.  In the last chapter we will explore the party goals in 2010 when the Dutch Antilles is on the verge of being dismantled.
As mentioned in § 2.3, after Aruba left the Dutch Antilles the rest of the Islands had to re-divide the available seats in ‘Staten’.  As a result Curaçao ended up with a majority of seats (14), Bonaire and Saint Maarten were equal (3) and Saba and Statia were the smallest islands (1).  However, this seat division did not resemble the actual sentiments of the people of all the Islands. Which is why during the 1990’s Saint Maarten started to become more hostile towards Curaçao.  The Curaçaolanians were always being blamed for the things that went wrong.  And the Curaçaolanians were always blaming the other Islands of being lazy and corrupt.  Thus cooperation had been deteriorating between the Islands for years.  

One Island in particular had very strong sentiments against Curaçao.  The Island of Saint Maarten had started a feud with Curaçao ever since Aruba got its Status Apart.  When Aruba became autonomous within the kingdom Saint Maarten politicians decided that they too wanted to have direct ties to the Netherlands.  All of this so they would not have to rely on the central government in Curaçao whom spoke for every Island.

Saint Maarten also conducted its own referendum to consult with its people about what the next step should be. On the 14th of October 1994 the first referendum was held where only 33% of the population chose for the government supported option of a Status Apart within the Kingdom (www.cbs.an).  However, this did not stop the Island politicians to pursue their dream of autonomy within the kingdom.  The initial steps towards their autonomy proved to be tumultuous and bittersweet, what will be elaborated in the next chapter.

Bonaire also held a referendum to determine along with the people what the next long term structural move would be.  In retrospect the people chose with an abundant 89, 6 % to stay within the Kingdom and keep the ties as they were.  And a mere 8, 9% chose to become autonomous within the Kingdom (Appendix II).  In the next chapter it will become clear how different people think in ten years time.

In the case of Saba and Statia no referendum was held, because these Islands have always seen themselves as not being able to sustain themselves without the help of a “big brother” as it were.  Their politics are particularly neutral of nature.  They focus on their survival and not necessarily on their national sentiments.  However, it has to be said that in the years after Aruba received its Status Apart the Island of Bonaire had become more and more attached to the Netherlands, relying more on the Dutch government.  While the Leeward Islands of Saba and Statia have been in most part dependent on their teamwork with Saint Maarten.  This was the case at least until recent developments, which will be elaborated in the last chapter.

            § 3.2
The new Antillean order

As before mentioned during the years after Aruba got its Status Apart, the Dutch Minister of Justice, Hirsch Balin, came up with the plan of the ‘ Dutch Gemenebest”.  This meant that the whole constitutional structure of the Dutch Antilles would change.  Aruba would not have to declare its independence as of the 1st of January 1996.  Curaçao and Bonaire would become autonomous while, Saint Maarten would become the main hub of the Leeward Islands.  In the light of this plan the Island of Saint Maarten began to focus on gaining its own autonomy within the Dutch Antilles.  As a result of the Islands flashy autonomy propaganda the Dutch government decided to go ahead and start doing research on how it could be accomplished.  

In the case of the small Islands when gaining their autonomy within the Kingdom, this simply means that they will have a direct tie with the Netherlands.  They will not have to deal with the Central government or any hassles there of.  One down side of this structure is that the Dutch government now has an active role in what goes on in the local government.  An upside is that the Island will receive funding directly from the Dutch government without having to divide it between more recipients and go through extra litigation procedures.


That is one of the main things about having the double layer government.  The Dutch government funds the Islands but not directly.  It usually does so through sending a general amount of money to the central government for development plans or education and such other affairs.  This means that the money goes into a central pot and it gets used for the plan with the most pressing urgency.  Or for the Island that is bigger and thus might have the bigger problems.  In these cases the smaller Islands fall to the bottom of the waiting list.


As mentioned in the first paragraph by becoming autonomous Saint Maarten will be receiving funds directly from the Dutch government.  In which case, the Dutch government decided to put together a committee to conduct research on the transparency of the local government.  It was called “The financial Task Force on Money Laundering”. (Het koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p. 215)  The Dutch government wanted to make Saint Maarten the central hub for the Leeward Islands.  They also wanted to give the Island its autonomy within the Kingdom.  This meant that the Dutch government had to be sure the local politicians could handle the high level of obligation and responsibility that came with it.


From 1994 to 1996 Saint Maarten was under rigorous scrutiny by the Dutch government.  The Antillean Prosecutors Office had published a report.  This report showed that not only was the government not ready for what was to come, but that there were a great deal of suspicious and illegal activities going on around the leader of the local political party, Claude Wathey.  He was also suspected of having dealings with the mafia.  Thus, in the light of these events mr. Hirsch Ballin, the then minister of Kingdom affairs, found himself with no other choice but to put the government under restraints.  The Island was governed directly from the Netherlands. (Het koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p. 216).  This measure was called the “ Algemene Maatregel van Rijksbestuur”, or the AMvRB.  This meant that the Governor would be the eyes and ears of the Dutch government on the Island.  No decree or legislation of any sort could be passed unless approved by the governor.  This measure was set to last for only one year.  Though in the end the Dutch government only lifted the sanction on the 1st of March 1996.  A report put together by the renowned notary Joubert claimed that even though the measure proved to be able to halt the criminal activity it has not proven to have been able to solve the actual problem.  The actual problem was the incompetence of the local politicians to govern the Island.  In the end the sanction could not be enforced for a long period of time without it conflicting with the democratic principles of the Kingdom.  The Dutch government hoped that this measure was enough to prove to any local politicians that this kind of behaviour would not be tolerated at any level or in any way. ( Het koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p. 217) 


After the sanction was lifted a new wave of conferences came and they were the named the Future conferences.  They were aimed at deciding what would be the best course of action for the Kingdom.  For the Dutch government this meant upholding and executing the theories of the Gemenebest plans with some adaptation possibilities here and there.  While the local politicians were more concerned with what is best for them and their Island respectively.  The Dutch government at this time was under the direction of cabinet Balkenende I.  This was a liberal cabinet that was not eager to pursue the colonial ideologies in their current state.  They decided that if that be the wish of the Islands they could all have direct ties with the Netherlands. (Het koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p. 220)


At the end of the conference the best plan that had been drafted was that each Island would be an autonomous part of the Kingdom.  The Dutch Antilles would cease to exist and the central government function would be taken over by the Netherlands.  Unless the Islands agreed amongst themselves which other Island should have this function.  Curacao and Saint Maarten would become autonomous countries within the Kingdom.  The rest of the Islands would become special provinces of the Netherlands with the possibility for Saint Maarten and Curaçao to one day enjoy the same position as Aruba. (Het koninkrijk in de Caraïben, p. 221)


It is during 1994 to 1997, that most of the Islands conducted the referendums mentioned in the previous paragraph.  The local politicians on all the Islands were very keen on their suffrage to vote for an independent country within the Dutch Kingdom.  This was because the Dutch government gave the Islands the opportunity for autonomy on a silver platter.  This idea had been inconceivable during the 1950’s all through the 1980’s.  It was not until the end of the 80’s that the new Dutch cabinet Lubbers III changed the whole perspective on the Dutch Kingdom.  They were liberal and more interested in the cooperation and team work between the different parties.  As opposed to their predecessors who were more concerned with their role as super power that still has colonies in some form.  It could even be hypothesized that had Aruba waited four or five more years its road to the Status Apart might have been a little less tedious.  Now it is the turn for the other five Islands and their preference in position within the Kingdom, not to mention the continuance of the Dutch Kingdom itself.

Chapter 4.
Netherlands Antilles no more!


In the previous chapter we discussed how the dismantling of the Dutch Antilles had become inevitable.  The Dutch Lubbers-I cabinet (from 1982 to 1986), had put the wheels of change in motion.  Even though the politicians were eager for a constitutional reform, the people of the Dutch Antilles proved to be less eager.  After all the referendums held in the mid 1990’s it was clear that the people wanted everything to remain the way it was.  People were afraid of change, mostly because the government was not being clear about what the plans were exactly.


One political party was saying this; the other was saying that, one was against while the other was pro.  So, it was more than understandable that people will choose the safe and certain over the uncertain.  However, by the year 2000 the people and the politicians started to see eye to eye.  The referendums held after the year 2000 show a significant increase in the nationalistic sentiment.  The people were more against the Dutch Antillean concept, but they still wanted a bond of some sort with the Dutch government.

           §  4.1
The new constitutional order : Bonaire, Saba and Statia as ‘overseas departments’


With the bigger islands disputing left and right about their nationalistic sentiments, Bonaire, Saba and Statia fell to the background.  In the meantime the people of Bonaire had developed tremendously.  During the 1994 referendum the vast majority chose to remain in the constellation as it was at the time.  Ten years later, during the 2004 referendum the majority chose the Island to have direct ties to the Dutch government. (See appendix II)  Saba and Statia on the other hand, did not hold referendums to decide their fate.  The Islands of Saba and Statia have always enjoyed a special bond with Saint Maarten.  So, it was only natural that they wanted to see which course of action Saint Maarten would take.
After the 2004 referendum the government of Bonaire and the Dutch government and agreed on the next chapter.  The main question was how do you keep direct ties with the Netherlands? What kind of laws will there be used? Who will govern the Island and how?  These were the same questions being posed on the Islands of Saba and Statia.  This was especially the case since the Islands had not chosen the dismantling of the Dutch Antilles to begin with.  They feared that since they were part of the smaller Islands they will not be self-sufficient enough.  And Saint Maarten is not a big enough Island to take the responsibility of two more Islands.  Thus Saba and Statia automatically chose for direct ties with the Dutch government.  It was because of the needs of these Islands that the Dutch cabinet Balkenende III came up with the concept of the “BES-eilanden” (Trouw, 2009 ,Bonaire is een paradijs: maar voor wie?)

The status of “BES-eiland” would make the Islands of Saba, Statia and Bonaire exceptional overseas municipalities of the Netherlands.  It would basically means that they pretty much have the same tasks and obligations as the other municipalities in the Netherlands.  The exceptions will be pertaining to their location and culture.  The three Islands will share the same justice system; they will have one unison police force, courthouse and prosecutors office.  These will all fall under the jurisdiction of the Dutch Minister of Justice.  The Islands will not have their monetary unit converted to the euro; this is because of their small economies. In stead, the Island of Bonaire will be exchanging its current monetary unit, the Antillean guilder, for the US dollar.(Trouw, 2009, Bonaire is een paradijs: maar voor wie?)
Another measure that all the “ BES-eilanden” will have to take is that of the notorious and before mentioned “ Algemene Maatregel van Rijksbestuur”.  This measure has to be taken because; the three Islands have fallen behind in developing their health-, education and social security systems.  The Islands all have hospitals with limited capabilities as to the health services it can provide.  None of them have any psychiatric facilities and the education levels are lacking.  Not to mention that there is a limitation as to the higher level of education.  In the Dutch education system there is the primary education which goes up to the 6th grade.  Then one proceeds to high school which is divided among the practical level, the middle level and the higher level which is mostly theoretical.  Only on the Island of Bonaire one can reach to the higher level of education.  The pupils of Saba and Statia usually get sent to Saint Maarten or Curaçao for further high school education.  

The AMvRB is meant to serve as a tool for the Dutch government to guide the Islands during the transition phase.  In which they go from being part of the Dutch Antilles to being an exceptional overseas municipality of the Netherlands.  On the 21st of June 2006 the Dutch delegation signed the official agreement with the Prime Ministers of Bonaire, Saba and Statia for the implementation of the AMvRB’s.  These regulations give the Dutch government the authority to scrutinize the Islands from litigation to finances. (RNW, 2007, Status BES-eilanden tijdens transitie vastgelegd.)

The improvements of the Bonairean and Dutch collaboration are clearly visible.  There is work available in abundance.  There is even a serious brain drain on the Island, thus the government is recruiting Dutch citizens from the Netherlands to come fill the job openings for the highly educated.  The people of Bonaire, the younger generation at least, are experiencing an improvement in everyday life.  Most families can now afford more than one car for instance and so on.  However, the older generation is seeing more and more of its traditions being lost in the mayhem of modern day improvements.  The question of whether or not becoming an overseas municipality can be debated endlessly.  There are always those who stand to profit from the developments to defend it.  And those who are less fortunate at reaping the benefits will attack it.

The Prime Ministers of Saba and Statia are very concerned with the Dutch upholding their promise of a better life for their citizens.  It has happened before that when it came time for action, the Dutch failed miserably.  Though the Dutch government says that the worries are not necessary it still remains to be seen by the Islands how things will turn out. 

One of the most difficult parts of the transition to ‘BES-eiland’ is the ‘BES-wetten’.  There are a total of thirty laws that need to be implemented so that the Islands can function properly in their new role.  Out of the thirty new laws, six require a more tedious negotiation process.  Among the six the, most sensitive negotiations will come from the euthanasia law, the homosexual wedding law and the abortion law.  From the Dutch political perspective the acceptance of these laws are more than logical since they evoke the individual’s rights and obligations.  However, the Islands of Bonaire, Saba and Statia still have a tight bond with their religious norms and values.  And according to Catholicism, the most widely practiced religion on the Islands, euthanasia, abortion and gay marriage is blasphemous.  Not to mention, that in general terms the new laws are a combination of Dutch and Antillean laws.  So, from both sides modifications will be required before the laws can be implemented.  The political parties are still in negotiations to find a way to amend and implement the thirty laws.  (RNW, 2010, ‘Kamerleden vinden BES-wetten erg ingewikkeld’, § 1).

The Dutch government under direction of cabinet Balkenende IV was not meddling very much in the internal affairs of the Islands.  Despite all parties within the Kingdom deciding that a new constitutional order was of dire need.  Especially seeing as that the constitution and Statute date from the post World War II era.  However, the Dutch government was not necessarily looking to dismantle the Kingdom as a whole.  The Netherlands is one of the few western countries that can still speak of colonies in one form or the other.  Or better said the Netherlands still has off shore territories that are not completely part of the country itself but still has considerable ties to it.

           § 4.2
The new constitutional order: Curaçao & Saint Maarten


Curaçao and Saint Maarten have to be analyzed on their own, because a different procedure applies for them getting their right to self-sufficiency.  First we will analyze Saint Maarten,after Aruba got their Status Apart Saint Maarten decided that this was also the course they wanted to take.  


On the 23rd of June 2000 the local government in Saint Maarten held a referendum to consult with the people about the next step.  The local government was making it no secret that they wanted the Island to become an autonomous country within the Kingdom.  In the end the people of Saint Maarten agreed with their politicians.  The people had the following choices:

A:
Remain part of the Dutch Antilles

B:
An autonomous country within the Dutch Kingdom

C:
Integrating to a part of the Netherlands

D:
An independent state

The votes came in ranging from 3, 74%, 69, 66%, 11, 83%, 14, 44% respectively (Referendum polls 2000).  There was no doubt about it; Saint Maarten was to become an autonomous country within the Dutch Kingdom.  The Dutch government was not particularly thrilled with the outcome since they have had problems in the past with the Saint Maarten politicians.

In §3.3 we read that Saint Maarten had been placed under scrutiny, because of fraud cases against its politicians.  Naturally the Dutch government was a little weary about giving Saint Maarten their way without previously reaching a sensible agreement.  Thus, during the three year lasting Round Table Conferences the Dutch government agreed the following points with Saint Maarten (Overgangsakkoord, Ministerie Binnelandse Zaken Nederland Appendix III):

· The Dutch government will take over the debt that the Island has and grant the government 7 million Antillean guilders a year for the next five years starting on the date of the official constitutional change;

· During the process of transition the Island will be scrutinized by a committee put together by the Dutch government to monitor the finances.  They are to keep an eye on the expenditure of the government;

· During the process of transition the Island will be scrutinized by a committee put together by the Dutch government to monitor the Justice system.  They are to make sure that there is no cases of corruption and that the human rights are being upheld;

Of course there are many more regulations that come into play with the new constitutional agreement (See appendix II).


In the case of Curaçao there was also an agreement closed with the Dutch government.  It implied more or less the same regulations.  Curaçao would be financially monitored, because the Dutch government will take over all the debts of the Island.  The Dutch government had also agreed to provide an income for the Island for the five years after the transition.


On the 8th of April 2008 the local government of Curaçao held a referendum with the following options:

A:
An autonomous country within the Dutch Kingdom

B:
An independent state

C:
Continue as a part of the Dutch Antilles

D:
Become a territory of the Netherlands

The people opted for option A with 67, 83% the other options received 4, 82%, 3, 74%, and 23, 61% respectively. (Referendum polls 2008)  It was clear for the politicians that the people of Curaçao were ready for the reform.  However, during the campaigning most people admitted that they voted to become autonomous within the Kingdom, because they were worried that the Dutch government would not grant the funds to the local government.


On the other hand, Curaçao stands to loose parts of its self-sufficiency with the agreement they signed along with the other Islands.  Unlike the other four Islands in the Dutch Antilles, Curaçao possesses its own court of justice.  The justice system in Curaçao knows its own police force, its own court house with judges and its own prosecutor’s office.  While in the Dutch Antillean constellation Curaçao has had the role of providing the other Islands with justice assistance from providing police officers all the way to judges.  


In the agreement it is written that Curaçao will have to share this system with the rest of the Islands.  In fact, every justice related matter will be conducted by kingdom law.  Kingdom law implies that all the parties within the Dutch Kingdom have to agree on the law with the Dutch government vote counting with a majority (See appendix II).  


Basically, on Kingdom level all the transactions for the reform have been made.  The main predicament is on local level.  All the Islands have public employees on central level, though the Island of Curaçao has the biggest central level public body.  And the local politicians have made it official that no civil servant will loose their job.  So, on local level the governments of Curaçao and Saint Maarten have to figure out how exactly they will fit all the civil servants in an efficient system.  Both Islands have to figure out a different form and structure of government all together.

Chapter 5
CONCLUSION


The Kingdom of the Netherlands has come a long way.  From initially consisting of Indonesia, Suriname and the Dutch Antilles to now being in the final negotiations to dismantle the Dutch Antilles.  There are two perspectives to how these changes came about.  There is the Dutch political and the Dutch Antillean aspect.


The changes that led to the 1954 Statute were political as well as socio-cultural.  For the Dutch it was a matter of politics.  They had set down with all the colonies and reached an agreement that instead of becoming independent they would enjoy a right of self-determination.  For the colonies however, this was more a socio-cultural matter that was being expressed through politics.  The people of the Islands wanted their own say on their territory.  The only way they knew how to get that was to send politicians chosen from among the people to reach this consensus with the Dutch.  To be seen as an equal in stead of being dominated and commanded was what the Islands wanted.  Thus they received the right to take care of their own political affairs through the Statute.  It was through this Statute that the Dutch Antilles was created as a new country.


Supposedly this Statute also meant that the Dutch had less to say in matters concerning governing the Island.  In the years following the Statute until the beginning of the 1960’s the Antillean politicians got frustrated with how they were still being treated by their Dutch counterparts.  Then again the Dutch have always been able to do as they please on the Islands so this mentality was not going to be changed over night.  However, by 1968 the Dutch finally understood their position and moved away from the public light.  Though, in the private sector they were active in suppressing their Antillean colleagues.  This attitude led to racial tension which exploded in the 1969 riots.  This was a social uprising that turned into a political affair.  On the Islands there was a mentality that the government was supposed to take care of everyone individually.  Thus, whenever there was a problem in society it was assumed that the government would solve it.  


After the riots in Curaçao it came time for social unrest in Suriname, with people taking to streets in mass and claiming their independence.  So, doing during the Round Table Conferences of 1975 Suriname was proclaimed independent from the Dutch Kingdom.  From then on Suriname would be on its own.  Based on this concept Aruba also decided that it was time they were freed from their ball and chains namely the Dutch Antilles.  They became autonomous within the Kingdom of the Netherlands in 1986.  The rest of the Islands of the Dutch Antilles would continue together until the 1990s, when cooperation became more and more strenuous between the Islands.


The referendums painted a clear picture on the sentiments that have reigned on the different Islands.  Saba, Statia and Bonaire were keen to keep the constellation as it was, because of their dependency on the bigger Islands.  However, when the politicians realised that Curaçao and Saint Maarten could hardly cooperate and they were drifting apart they decided to swing their views over to the Dutch politicians.  And together they came up with the ‘BES-eilanden’ concept, which simply means that the Islands of Saba, Statia and Bonaire will have direct ties with the Netherlands.  They will assume some of the Dutch laws, but not all and the reason for this is socio-cultural.  This is also the reason why laws concerning abortion and gay marriage are a major hinder in negotiations.  For a liberal country such as the Netherlands it is understandable that by law there is no division in race, belief or lifestyle.  However, on the Islands that is a different story.  The freedoms that are common and natural in the Netherlands are not on the Islands.


Curaçao and Saint Maarten chose the exact opposite.  Curaçao had been forthright about its sentiments of self-determination ever since the first Round Table Conferences of 1954.  There had always been the feeling reigning in Curaçao that it is a big Island in the body of a small rock.  The same could be said of the Island of Saint Maarten.  At least the politicians on both Islands have been yearning for their, all be it, semi-independence from the Dutch Antilles.  Both Islands have always been rather outspoken about their dislike for each other.  And yet they have had to work with each other for the prosperity of the country and the islands separately for over fifty years.  


Of course, analyzing the regulations for the constitutional reforms it is clear that the Dutch government does not want the Islands operating completely separate from each other.  What is logical, because all the Islands operating separately means that the Dutch government will have to deal directly with each.

The same reform has a lot of resemblance to the ‘Gemene best for the Netherlands’ that was designed by Mr. Hirsch Balin during the early 1990’s.  The original plan drafted Bonaire and Curaçao as the main hubs and the Leeward Islands as one confederacy.  Right now, it looks more like Curaçao and Saint Maarten being the main hubs and Bonaire, Saba and Statia forming a confederacy.


All in all it is apparent that the Dutch Antilles and the Netherlands will not exist anymore in a very near future.  The Islands are not yet at the point of complete reform yet, they are all still working through the transition to their new constitutional forms.  The aim is to reach the ultimate goal in 2010 sceptics say this is highly unlikely, and I am inclined to agree with them.  This goal is especially out of reach for the Island of Curaçao.  It is proving to be a challenge for the local government to integrate the two layers of government and restructure the chain of command.  Moreover, the journey to this point in the Kingdom of the Netherlands was a combination of political ideologies and socio-cultural influences.  It was the socio-cultural need of the people of the Islands to become more autonomous that led to the politicians coming together and reach a consensus to please their constituents.
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Resultado di e Referèndum 2004 futuro struktura estatal
di Teritorio Insular di Boneiru
	Urna
Lokalidat
	Derecho
A vota
Valido
No a
No
di vota
vota
valido
	Opshon
A
	Opshon
B
	Opshon
C
	Opshon
D

	1
Jeugdhuis "Jong Bonaire"

2
Sentro di bario "Tera Cora"

3
Klaslokal "Kristu Bon Wardador"

4
Sentro di bario "Nikiboko"

5
Sentro di bario "Antriol"

6
Klaslokal "Kolegio Reina Beatrix"

7
Klaslokal "Kolegio Papa Cornes"

8
Sentro di bario "Nort di Saliña"

9
Sentro di bario "Rincon"

10
Klaslokal "F.K.P.D. Rincon"
	1.087
563
554
524
9

1.446
817
807
629
10

1.169
733
724
436
9

1.068
638
624
430
14

888
477
469
411
8

943
502
490
441
12

814
416
409
398
7

851
528
523
323
5

767
481
453
286
28

503
303
299
200
4
	73
100
131
108
66
77
56
73
109
60
	347
505
443
358
274
262
259
318
251
165
	130
198
145
156
126
151
93
127
92
72
	4
4
5
2
3
0
1
5
1
2

	
	9.536
5.458
5.352
4.078
106
	853
	3.182
	1.290
	27


	Kantidat di voto
	Total
	%

	Opshon A "Keda den Antia"
	853
	15,9%

	Opshon B "Laso direkto ku Hulanda"
	3.182
	59,5%

	Opshon C "Pais autonomo den Reino"
	1.290
	24,1%

	Opshon D "Independensia"
	27
	0,5%
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Officiële uitslag van het Referendum 2004 staatkundige toekomst
van het Eilandgebied Bonaire
Stemdistricten
	Opties
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
Totaal

	A: Binnen NA blijven
73
100
131
108
66
77
56
73
109
60

B: Directe band met NL
347
505
443
358
274
262
259
318
251
165

C: Autonoom binnen Koninkrijk
130
198
145
156
126
151
93
127
92
72

D: Onafhakelijkheid
4
4
5
2
3
0
1
5
1
2
	853
3.182
1.290
27

	Stemgerechtigden:
1.087
1.446
1.169
1.068
888
943
814
851
767
503

Aangemelde stemmers
563
817
733
638
477
502
416
528
481
303

Geldige uitgebrachte stemmen:
554
807
724
624
469
490
409
523
453
299

Niet stemmers
524
629
436
430
411
441
398
323
286
200

Ongeldige stemmen:
9
10
9
14
8
12
7
5
28
4

Percentage aangemelde stemmers:
52%
57%
63%
60%
54%
53%
51%
62%
63%
60% Percentage geldige stemmen:
51%
56%
62%
58%
53%
52%
50%
61%
59%
59% Percentage niet stemmers:
48%
43%
37%
40%
46%
47%
49%
38%
37%
40%
	9.536
5.458
5.352
4.078
106
57%
56%
43%


Opkomstpercentage geldige stemmen:
56,12%
Stemdistricten
	Opties
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Totaal

	A: Binnen Ned. Antillen blijven
	13,2%
	12,4%
	18,1%
	17,3%
	14,1%
	15,7%
	13,7%
	14,0%
	24,1%
	20,1%
	15,9%

	B: Directe band met Nederland
	62,6%
	62,6%
	61,2%
	57,4%
	58,4%
	53,5%
	63,3%
	60,8%
	55,4%
	55,2%
	59,5%

	C: Autonoom binnen Koninkrijk
	23,5%
	24,5%
	20,0%
	25,0%
	26,9%
	30,8%
	22,7%
	24,3%
	20,3%
	24,1%
	24,1%

	D: Onafhakelijkheid
	0,7%
	0,5%
	0,7%
	0,3%
	0,6%
	0,0%
	0,2%
	1,0%
	0,2%
	0,7%
	0,5%

	Verschil tussen de opties

	
	Verschil:
	A-B
	A-C
	A-D
	B-C
	B-D
	C-D
	

	
	826
	1.892
	3.155
	1.263
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


afgedrukt op: 21-10-2009 om 13:33
Officiële uitslag van het Referendum van 10-09-2004 staatkundige toekomst
van het Eilandgebied Bonaire
	STEMDISTRICT
	STEM 
AANG. 
GELD. 

NIET 
 ONG. GER. 
 STEM. 
STEM. 
STEMM. 
STEM.
	OPTIE
A
	OPTIE
B
	OPTIE
C
	OPTIE
D

	1  Jeugdhuis "Jong Bonaire"
2  Buurtcentrum "Tera Cora"
3  Klaslokaal "Kristu Bon Wardador"
4  Buurtcentrum "Nikiboko"
5  Buurtcentrum "Antriol"
6  Klaslokaal "Kolegio Reina Beatrix"
7  Klaslokaal "Kolegio Papa Cornes"
8  Buurtcentrum "Nort di Saliña"
9  Buurtcentrum "Rincon"
10 Klaslokaal "F.K.P.D. Rincon"
	1.087 
563 
554 
524 
9
1.446 
817 
807 
629 
10
1.169 
733 
724 
436 
9
1.068 
638 
624 
430 
14
888 
477 
469 
411 
8
943 
502 
490 
441 
12
814 
416 
409 
398 
7
851 
528 
523 
323 
5
767 
481 
453 
286 
28
503 
303 
299 
200 
4
	73
100
131
108
66
77
56
73
109
60
	347
505
443
358
274
262
259
318
251
165
	130
198
145
156
126
151
93
127
92
72
	4
4
5
2
3
0
1
5
1
2

	
	9.536 
5.458 
5.352 
4.078 
106
	853
	3.182
	1.290
	27


Opkomstpercentage  geldige stemmen: 
56,1%
Verschil tussen de opties
	Verschil: 
A-B
	A-C
	A-D
	B-C
	B-D
	C-D

	2.329
	437
	826
	4.472
	3.155
	1.263


Result.:

Geen hertelling noodzakelijk
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Uitslag Referendum 2004
70%
60%

59,5%

50%
40%
30%



24,1%
20%



15,9%

10%
0,5%

0%

A: Binnen Ned. Antillen blijven
B: Directe band met Nederland
C: Autonoom binnen Koninkrijk
D: Onafhakelijkheid

Optie
Niet officiele uitslag van het Referendum 2004 staatkundige toekomst
van het Eilandgebied Bonaire
Stemdistricten
	Opties
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
Totaal

	A
73
100
131
108
66
77
56
73
109
60

B
347
505
443
358
274
262
259
318
251
165

C
130
198
145
156
126
151
93
127
92
72

D
4
4
5
2
3
0
1
5
1
2
	853
3.182
1.290
27

	Stemgerechtigden:
1.087
1.446
1.169
1.068
888
943
814
851
767
503

Geldige uitgebrachte stemmen:
554
807
724
624
469
490
409
523
453
299

Ongeldige stemmen:
9
10
9
14
8
12
7
5
28
4

Totale stemmen
563
817
733
638
477
502
416
528
481
303

Percentage geldige stemmen:
10%
15%
14%
12%
9%
9%
8%
10%
8%
6%
	9.536
5.352
106
5.458
100%


Opkomstpercentage geldige stemmen:
56,1%
Opkomstpercentage totale stemmen:
57,2%
Stemdistricten
	Opties
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Totaal

	A
	13%
	12%
	18%
	17%
	14%
	16%
	14%
	14%
	24%
	20%
	16%

	B
	63%
	63%
	61%
	57%
	58%
	53%
	63%
	61%
	55%
	55%
	59%

	C
	23%
	25%
	20%
	25%
	27%
	31%
	23%
	24%
	20%
	24%
	24%

	D
	1%
	0%
	1%
	0%
	1%
	0%
	0%
	1%
	0%
	1%
	1%


Verschil tussen de opties
	Verschil:
	A-B
	A-C
	A-D
	B-C
	B-D
	C-D

	Result.:
	2.329
	437
	826
	1.892
	3.155
	1.263
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Stemgedrag per uur Referendum 2004 staatkundige toekomst
van het Eilandgebied Bonaire
	
	% gestemd:

4%

	
	7%

	
	11%

	
	15%

	
	20%

	
	23%

	
	27%

	
	32%

	
	38%

	
	47%

	
	57%

	Stemgere
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	% tot 09:00 uur gestemd:
	5%
	4%
	4%
	4%
	3%
	3%
	4%
	5%
	4%
	5%
	4%
	

	% tot 10:00 uur gestemd:
	10%
	7%
	7%
	7%
	5%
	5%
	6%
	9%
	8%
	8%
	7%
	

	% tot 11:00 uur gestemd:
	13%
	10%
	10%
	10%
	7%
	9%
	9%
	14%
	12%
	14%
	11%
	

	% tot 12:00 uur gestemd:
	17%
	13%
	15%
	15%
	10%
	13%
	12%
	19%
	18%
	16%
	15%
	

	% tot 13:00 uur gestemd:
	21%
	18%
	19%
	20%
	14%
	16%
	26%
	25%
	22%
	18%
	20%
	

	% tot 14:00 uur gestemd:
	26%
	22%
	24%
	25%
	17%
	20%
	20%
	29%
	25%
	21%
	23%
	

	% tot 15:00 uur gestemd:
	31%
	26%
	29%
	30%
	21%
	25%
	21%
	34%
	29%
	23%
	27%
	

	% tot 16:00 uur gestemd:
	35%
	31%
	34%
	34%
	26%
	31%
	26%
	40%
	33%
	28%
	32%
	

	% tot 17:00 uur gestemd:
	39%
	35%
	41%
	39%
	33%
	35%
	32%
	45%
	38%
	36%
	38%
	

	% tot 18:00 uur gestemd:
	45%
	43%
	49%
	48%
	44%
	44%
	41%
	54%
	50%
	50%
	47%
	

	% tot 19:00 uur gestemd:
	52%
	57%
	63%
	60%
	54%
	53%
	51%
	62%
	63%
	60%
	57%
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Vergelijking Referenda
90%

89,6%
80%
70%
60%


59,5%
50%
40%
30%
20%

10%

0%


15,9%



1,3%

24,1%


8,9%


0,2%



Jaar: 1994

Optie A



Optie B

Opties


Optie C


0,5%
Optie D



Jaar: 2004

Officiële uitslag van het Referendum 1994 staatkundige toekomst
van het Eilandgebied Bonaire
Stemdistricten
	Opties
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
Totaal

	A
348
498
541
518
407
464
380
387
533
367

B
48
81
48
71
36
26
40
57
19
13

C
10
10
6
4
6
5
5
5
4
8

D
1
2
4
1
0
0
2
1
0
0
	4.443
439
63
11

	Stemgerechtigden:
764
931
858
862
672
784
672
587
735
558

Aangemelde stemmers
411
591
603
599
456
502
430
455
566
397

Geldige uitgebrachte stemmen:
407
591
599
594
449
495
427
450
556
388

Niet stemmers
353
340
255
263
216
282
242
132
169
161

Ongeldige stemmen:
4
0
4
5
7
7
3
5
10
9

Percentage aangemelde stemmers:
54%
63%
70%
69%
68%
64%
64%
78%
77%
71% Percentage geldige stemmen:
53%
63%
70%
69%
67%
63%
64%
77%
76%
70% Percentage niet stemmers:
46%
37%
30%
31%
32%
36%
36%
22%
23%
29%
	7.423
5.010
4.956
2.413
54
67%
67%
33%


Opkomstpercentage aangemelde stemmen:
67,5%
Opkomstpercentage geldige stemmen:
66,8%
Stemdistricten
	Opties
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Totaal

	A
	85,5%
	84,3%
	90,3%
	87,2%
	90,6%
	93,7%
	89,0%
	86,0%
	95,9%
	94,6%
	89,6%

	B
	11,8%
	13,7%
	8,0%
	12,0%
	8,0%
	5,3%
	9,4%
	12,7%
	3,4%
	3,4%
	8,9%

	C
	2,5%
	1,7%
	1,0%
	0,7%
	1,3%
	1,0%
	1,2%
	1,1%
	0,7%
	2,1%
	1,3%

	D
	0,2%
	0,3%
	0,7%
	0,2%
	0,0%
	0,0%
	0,5%
	0,2%
	0,0%
	0,0%
	0,2%


	Aantal stemmen
	Totaal
	Perc.

	A
B C D
	4.443
439
63
11
	89,6%
8,9%
1,3%
0,2%
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Lijst aangemelde stemmers aan het Referendum 2004 staatkundige toekomst
van het Eilandgebied Bonaire
564
1
-3
0
1
0
2
0
0
0
1
-1
-2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
13

100%
5.444
	Stemmers
	Percentage gerechtigden gestemd
	Stem- gerechtigde n

	Nederlanders
Jeugdige Nederlanders
Vreemdelingen
	62%
54%
31%
	7.845
331
1.373


	Stemmers
	Totaal
	Percentage gerechtigde ngestemd

	Nederlanders
Jeugdige Nederlanders
Vreemdelingen
	7.845
331
1.373
	82%
3%
14%


9.549
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Aandeel in het totaal per categorie
100%
90%

89%


80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
8%
3%
0%

Nederlanders
Jeugdige Nederlanders
Vreemdelingen

0,9
0,8

82%

0,7
0,6
0,5
0,4
0,3
0,2



14%

0,1

3%
0

Nederlanders
Jeugdige Nederlanders
Vreemdelingen

	Bevolkingsreeks BONAIRE

	
	
	

	1930
	
	5733

	1940
	
	5616

	1950
	
	5079

	1960
	
	5812

	1970
	
	8191

	1980
	
	8753

	1990
	
	10190

	1991
	
	10191

	1992
	
	10615

	1993
	
	11045

	1994
	
	11903

	1995
	
	12518

	1996
	
	12893

	1997
	
	12938

	1998
	
	12522

	1999
	
	11561

	2000
	
	10790

	2001
	
	10173

	2002
	
	9996

	2003
	
	10018

	2004
	
	10415

	2005
	
	11136

	2006
	
	11515

	2007
	
	12093

	2008
	
	12877

	
	
	

	
	
	


   Antillean & Surinamese Delegates





Dutch Second & First Chamber 





           1954 Royal Constitution 





        Two layer Government





Central Government located on Curaçao





Local Government located on each separate Island





Aantal stemmen�
Totaal�
Perc.�
�
Optie A "Binnen NA blijven"


Optie B "Directe band met NL" Optie C "Autonoom binnen K." Optie D "Onafhakelijkheid"�
853


3.182


1.290


27�
15,9%


59,5%


24,1%


0,5%�
�
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Aantal stemmen�
Totaal�
Perc.�
�
Optie A "Binnen NA blijven"


Optie B "Directe band met NL" Optie C "Autonoom binnen K." Optie D "Onafhakelijkheid"�
853


3.182


1.290


27�
15,9%


59,5%


24,1%
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�






Tijd	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	10	Totaal�
�
9:00	56	64	45	39	28	26	34	45	27	23


10:00	104	104	83	75	44	50	51	80	62	40


11:00	143	145	115	111	64	89	77	115	95	72


12:00	183	192	170	157	92	126	96	165	139	82


13:00	233	255	220	210	126	148	215	216	172	93


14:00	280	313	277	269	153	184	159	251	195	107


15:00	338	382	334	325	187	235	173	288	223	117


16:00	383	448	395	365	231	289	209	343	250	140


17:00	421	508	483	420	295	333	264	387	291	182


18:00	484	627	577	516	391	412	333	462	385	251


19:00	563	817	733	638	477	502	416	528	481	303�
387


693


1.026


1.402


1.888


2.188


2.602


3.053


3.584


4.438


5.458�
�
chtigden:	1.087	1.446	1.169	1.068	888	943	814	851	767	503�
9.536�
�






Percentage








STEMDISTRICT�



Stem- 	Aangemelde gerechtigden 		stemmers�



Neder- 	NL stem-


landers   gerechtigden 	%�



Jeugdige 	Jeugd stem- Nederlanders  gerechtigden 	%�



Vreemde-    Vr. stem-


lingen 	gerechtigden 	%�
�
1  Jeugdhuis "Jong Bonaire"


2  Buurtcentrum "Tera Cora"


3  Klaslokal "Kristu Bon Wardador"


4  Buurtcentrum "Nikiboko"


5  Buurtcentrum "Antriol"


6  Klaslokal "Kolegio Reina Beatrix"


7  Klaslokal "Kolegio Papa Cornes"


8  Buurtcentrum "Nort di Saliña"


9  Buurtcentrum "Rincon"


10 Klaslokal "F.K.P.D. Rincon"�
1.092 	563


1.447 	817


1.169 	732


1.069 	635


888 	477


950 	502


814 	416


851 	524


766 	478


503 	300�
511 	849 	60%


724 	1.139 	64%


626 	938 	67%


550 	878 	63%


397 	684 	58%


444 	769 	58%


371 	667 	56%


476 	733 	65%


460 	723 	64%


284 	465 	61%�
13 	21 	62%


22 	47 	47%


29 	43 	67%


25 	45 	56%


22 	42 	52%


11 	30 	37%


10 	23 	43%


24 	33 	73%


10 	23 	43%


12 	24 	50%�
40 	219 	18%


71 	262 	27%


77 	190 	41%


60 	146 	41%


58 	163 	36%


46 	149 	31%


35 	124 	28%


24 	85 	28%


8 	20 	40%


4 	15 	27%�
�
�
9.549 	5.444�
4.843 	7.845 	62%�
178 	331 	54%�
423 	1.373 	31%�
�









Stemmers�
Percentage gerechtigden gestemd�
�
Nederlanders Jeugdige Nederland Vreemdelingen�
62%


54%


31%�
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Perc.�
�
Nederlanders


Jeugdige Nederlanders


Vreemdelingen�
4.843


178


423�
89%


3%


8%�
�









