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Executive Summary

Macedonia wants to become a member of the European Union. However the process to become a member state requires many political changes. The Ohrid Framework Agreement was set up to improve the freedom and rights of the ethnic minorities in Macedonia. The ethnic minorities that live in Macedonia are mainly Albanians that live in large communities throughout the country. The requirements to become a member of the Union are challenging for a developing and culturally diverse Macedonia. Macedonia is working hard to fulfil all the requirements in order for its citizens to benefit from being a member of the European Union.    It is trying to achieve this goal after the major political instability such as the Kosovo conflict, ethnic unrest, and major economic difficulties by having a clear goal in spite of the complications. The goal of European integration has changed the present government drastically.  The many difficulties and challenges that Macedonia faces will be highlighted including border disputes with Greece, minority lack of education, conflicts between minority groups, and minority’s biases towards a government they could not previously trust. The Ohrid Framework restored peace in 2001 and in addition the agreement created a framework for the integration of the Albanian minority into Macedonian society, improved education, and health care. The process of the Ohrid Framework Agreement has been important for the legal and governmental policy developments that were aimed to promote equality among ethnic communities.  Macedonia is trying to become a modern democracy and has the ambition to become a member state of the European Union.
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Macedonia’s efforts on becoming a member of the European Union

Introduction

Macedonia is a country with a rich history of great battles and powerful leaders, one of which was Alexander the Great. A leader who continues to fascinate the people in Macedonia. Macedonia is known for its complex history and its very central location in a region the harbors many different cultures with rich histories. Being neighbors with Greece, Serbia and Bulgaria creates a unique political and geographical situation for Macedonia. Macedonia is a developing country; a country, which has unsolved problems, that need to be addressed and changed.  Many people know Macedonia by its official name Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. I will refer to it as Macedonia, because I grew up recognizing this name. Macedonia has to confront the aims to change, which is necessary to become an EU member state. 

Macedonia wants to move forward politically by entering the European Union and by becoming a member of the NATO. My question is: Is it realistic that Macedonia will develop itself into an EU member state? In the following research, I will try to find out and explain if this is possible or if this is just a false hope given the country’s current economic, social, and human rights issues.  In the first part of this research there will be an overview of the unified region as a whole (the former Republic of Yugoslavia). A historical overview of the former Republic of Yugoslavia provides the origins of the main problems in different time periods. The relation between the European Union and Macedonia is a very important and crucial topic for Macedonia at the moment and will be further addressed.  Macedonia is seeking to become a member state of the European Union in the near future.  The majority of the research contains information about the European Union and Macedonia, the relation they both have and what future opportunities there are being discussed at the moment, including the attitude of Macedonia’s politics towards achieving its goal to become a member of the European Union.  Also, the Ohrid Framework Agreement contributing to the process of accession into the Union. These topics are both complex and challenging and are being addressed.  

Macedonia is known for its various minorities and the many complexities created by this diverse population.  It is struggling to find solutions for them. Becoming a modern independent state brings a lot of changes and identifies many problems that are present, for example the tolerance towards ethnic minorities.  In addition an important factor is how are the Macedonian citizens developing and changing to become a member state.  

Also needing to be identified is how large the ethnic problem in Macedonia is at the moment.  There is much to be discussed about the Macedonian society and what economic organizations should be built to bring stability to the country.  Important is the nature of the relationship between the neighboring countries at the moment. These topics are important and there is enough complexity to write several thesis about them, but here I will limit the discussion to the complex situation of the possibility of becoming an European Union (EU) member state. 

In addition, the process of change that Macedonia is undergoing towards its goal of becoming a member of the European Union with help of the Ohrid Framework Agreement. I learned a lot about ethnic minorities during my internship in Canada.  I gained insight knowledge into how ethnic minorities have developed in the past years, not only in North and South America but also in Macedonia. Ethnic minorities have to cope with daily issues such as how to express their personal freedoms and rights.  For example: to speak their own ethnic languages, to maintain their traditions, and cultural values while integrating into the country they live in.  In the third chapter of this research paper there will be an overview of my field research in Macedonia and about my experiences of the current situation in Macedonia. This chapter will overview the current living standards and life in Macedonia and as how the ethnic minorities are coping with there integration.  In the fourth chapter the Ohrid Framework Agreement will be described as well as parts of the Framework.  Also to be discussed are the non-profit governmental organizations (NGO) that help Macedonia to improve its education and health programs.  In addition, the developments of the governmental structure, differences amongst municipalities, and the role of the Albanian minorities will be overviewed.  

During my internship with a NGO that deals with these complex issues, I realized that most people understand so little about them. Each country has its own complex ethnic minority situations and each has to struggle to maintain its culture, language, and traditions. Macedonia is the country in which my parents were born and raised.  

Finding out more about the history and complex social structure of Macedonia changed my entire perspective of the people that live in Macedonia.  Meeting well experienced professionals during my internship and research was crucial in my gathering information. Mr. Zvonko who works for the Macedonia Embassy in Ottawa, provided me with contacts and valuable information. He welcomed interns who taught students from all over the world and informed them about Macedonia.  It is very important for the Embassy and for Macedonia that young people living outside of the country are interested in where they come from. This valuable experience hopefully allows these students to work for governmental organizations and can help fulfill the social and governmental goals of Macedonia. In this way Macedonia will attract more expertise from outside the country. Mr. Zvonko helped me understand how Macedonians think and live when outside of their native Macedonia.  Also I was exposed to the kind of integration programs and organizations there are for Macedonians. Furthermore information concerning Macedonia’s political system and educational system was provided.  

I wanted to know why there is such a large dichotomy between people living in the same country when the only difference is their ethnicity. Another important consideration is the Ohrid Framework Agreement and the Accession Theory being applied to Macedonia’s political progress and if there is any benefit of these treaties.  

Currently there is a lack of transparency within the countries government and applying more open diplomatic policies will change the current lack of check and balances. Being introduced to well-experienced people with access to information about Macedonia was important during this research. An interview with the Ambassador of the Permanent mission of the Republic of Macedonia to the United Nations, H.E. Mr. Igor Dzundev, was informative. This formal visit was an experience that helped me further my knowledge about Macedonia’s mission in New York.  Of interest being so close in proximity to the United Nations building in New York made this research more concrete and valuable.  Also, an interview with a representative of the Roma Community Centre in Toronto, Mr. Asanovski, was helpful understanding the differences between the large ethnic minorities groups. I gained much knowledge about the Roma minority from Mr. Asanovski.  He showed me that they are very interesting people with a unique history and culture.  The EU is now approaching Macedonia’s candidacy more seriously. Macedonia must develop rights for ethnic minorities as well as a growth of economy. Field research in Macedonia helped to understand the current situation.  I spoke with people in the cities of Skopje, Bitola, and Kumanovo, which was at times difficult being a western student with a Macedonian name. 

In Macedonia minorities are biased because of past experiences with corruption, violence, and unfair treatment of people.  During my stay in Macedonia this was a persistent biased by the minorities, however it was necessary to visit the country to further gain research that could not be duplicated by other means.  A right to keep your ethnic minority and cultural values, when there is little trust of the government is a constant struggle for Macedonia’s developing political system.  One can only hope that Macedonia will have the possibility to create a better democracy for it citizens. Macedonia is struggling to improve its economy and solve its ongoing border concerns with Greece.  In conclusion this paper will outline the various cultural, ethic, economic, political, and social challenges that Macedonia faces as it works on its goal to become a member of the European Union. 

Chapter 1

The History of Yugoslavia
1. Introduction   

When I think of the former Republic of Yugoslavia (of which Macedonia was part of), thoughts and images of war, genocide, terror, weapons, corruption, and violation against Humans Rights come to mind.  Yet when I think of this same Yugoslavia, I also picture a beautiful country, splendid and handsome people, spectacular scenery, my grandparents and my fatherland. This changed in the 1990’s when I was ten years old and did not fully understand the situation. The government system of Yugoslavia has changed drastically in the recent past; there was monarchy with a strong king, rebellions like that of Ustasha,  and then a communist state headed by the powerful leader Tito. Yugoslavia had become a communist country, but at the same time people lived in harmony and had respect for each other. After Tito’s death the country started to change, Slobodan Milosevic created a different Yugoslavia a nationalistic Yugoslavia. The subject of my thesis is related to the research that I was doing during my internship in Ottawa and the field research in Macedonia.  I visited many International Organizations and institutions in and outside of Europe. The Permanent mission of Macedonia for the United Nations in New York was one of the locations I have been to. I visited the Macedonian Embassy in Ottawa and New York where I spoke to people about the current situation in Macedonia. In addition, I had private interviews with Macedonian citizens living in and outside of Macedonia. I will give an overview of the history of Yugoslavia by starting in the beginning of 1900.  Later explaining how the country was dived after the civil war and how Macedonia and the other Republics became independent states.

1.2 Yugoslavia and the past.  

Yugoslavia was one loosely united nation in the past century, but even before the period of 1900, Yugoslavia was not truly one country.  It was made up of different member state nations with their own cultures and ties to neighboring countries. The Slovenians and Croatians had closer ties to northern neighboring countries. Slovenia was more involved with Austria and Bulgaria in that time.  However, Serbia wanted to have a united Yugoslavia with all nations around Serbia.  Problems started to arise in the region at that time and until today internal differences continue to create a politically unstable region. 

In the year, 1914 there was an attack on the “Habsburger” Crown Prince of Sarajevo, which led to a declaration of war by Austria and Hungary to the Monarchy of Serbia. This situation caused instability and pressure in the region and eventually lead to a war.  The success of Serbia conquering the “Habsburgian” army made it possible to have an annexation of Bosnia. After winning almost all of the battles, the declaration of Niš in 1914 was in force. The Serb intellectuals who wanted Bosnia to belong to Serbia set up the declaration. The Serbians, especially Prime Minister Nikola Pasic, spoke of a territorial growth and stability because of the fact that Slovenia and Croatia were one again and the Serbian territory had grown.  

In the year 1915, Austria and Hungary wanted to have their revenge and try to reverse what happened one year ago. They decided together with Bulgaria to try to stop Serbia by holding Serbia back. They wanted to stop Serbia and force it into annexation before Serbia could become a unified Yugoslavia. The developments in Western Europe were important for the war.  Systematically the situation was monitored.  A new state was created in the year 1918; at this time Yugoslavian nationalists created ideological ideas as well as radical ideas. Croatia and Slovenia were rather a part of Serbia than with the “Habsburgians”. Serbia decided to create a unity of one Yugoslavia to protect themselves against Austria, Bulgaria and Hungary. 

1.3 Creating a new Nation

Citizens of the conquered states had no other choice than to belong to Yugoslavia rather than have their own independence.  This instability led to changes in the 1990’s when the civil war broke out.  There was a big wave of regional nationalism, which led to genocide and hate amongst each other. Although Serbia and Croatia created one nation, they did not feel like or act like one nation. These regions had no other choice than to create one nation with Serbia. In the period of rebuilding Yugoslavia different interest were directing growth and the future between the republics. Some leaders found it important to have their own political agenda and others republic wanted more centralization of the region. Serbia had a bigger population than Croatia; this made them feel superb because having more population means more power. Macedonia in this period was one of the regions that had a neutral position. (Detrez, 1996) The neighboring countries Greece and Bulgaria had a dominating power over Macedonia. Serbia felt that Macedonia was not very important at this point because of the location and the evolvement of Greece and Bulgaria; Serbia found Bosnia and Croatia far more important for being inside the political system. Macedonia would become an important part at a later.

1.4 Super Serbians “Joegosloveski Odbor”

The Serbian government had an old traditions and a central political system dominating its decision making, as well as the power of the Orthodox Church. The Croatians were more of a federal and obstructionism governmental institution. The Serbians always thought that they were the creators of “Yugoslavia”. Slovenia and Croatia always felt that Serbia was acting far too superior against the other regions. But, Croatia still kept their promise to create one nation together with the Serbs. The Yugoslavian committee was established and was called “Joegoslovenski Odbor”  The committee was made as a political interest group by the Slavs from the south “JUG”. The “Odbor” was established therefore to create an independent state called Yugoslavia. The committee was formed and founded in the year 1915 by majority of Croats, the three most important founders of the “Odbor” where Ante Trumbic, Ivan Mestrovic and Frano Supilo. (Yugoslav Committee, 2006, para. 1) The fact that other southern Slavic regions joined the committee was a great advantage for Serbia.
 

1.5 Corfu Agreement

The committee also wanted to have a bond and a declaration that stated that all members where the same by language and by blood. This led to the Corfu agreement in the year 1917, this agreements stated that the three major regions Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia are one by the same elements. The concept stated that there would be one flag and one state with a weapon that symbolize a single complete nation.  All citizens could participate with different religious backgrounds. 

The Cyrillic and the standard alphabet were used in schools and in public life. (Detrez, 1996, p. 72)  Soon after problems arise because of the vast differences between the Serbs and the Croats. The fact that the two were different in thinking and in their daily life was not a new observation. Both just created the pact that Serbia and Croatia will be the same in blood as well as their thinking. In reality, it was not possible to be one nation when there are two political centers with two different ideas and focuses. Although the Serbs where the majority of the population, difficulties started to arise soon after the pact was formed when Serbia interfered with the Economy and Ministry of Defense. 
1.6 Dictator King Aleksander

In the year 1927 the political climate changed when Mr. Radic and Mr. Pasic, of Croatia, made a pact together so that they could protect their federal state against the corruption and nepotism of the Serbs. This obstructionism was not good for the Serbians and the situation got complicated because there was no consensus. In June 1928, the Serbian spokesperson shot Mr. Radic and two others in a parliamentary debate. (Detrez, 1996,  page. 82) On January 6, King Aleksander dismissed the parliament and banned the national political parties. The country Yugoslavia as well as the name Yugoslavia remained until King Aleksander gave other instructions. King Aleksander had the power to change the political structure at that time. According to the website of country studies King Aleksander also decreed strict laws against sedition, terrorism, and dissemination of communism. 

The country was build by leaders who had a hidden agenda and not healthy ideas to build a sovereign country. (Yugoslavia, 2006, King Alexander's Period, para. 4)  The dictator gained wide support at first because it seemed to make the government more efficient and less corrupt.  This entire process led to a big genuine nation called Yugoslavia. In the year 1931, King Aleksander ended his personal law by making a new constitution that provided a limited freedom to have a democracy. (Yugoslavia, 1990, Kingdom of Yugoslavia) The legalization of political parties was a fact, however religious and ethnic organizations were forming a threat to the national order.  King Aleksander represented strong leadership and would not tolerate any of these organizations because they could interfere with his unification plans. (A country Study, 1992, Yugoslavia)

1.7 Yugoslavia in World War II   

In April 1941, when World War II started Yugoslavia was on Hitler’s list to be bombed by the German Luftwaffe.  Cities like Belgrade and other major cities were bombed in the fourth month of 1941.  After eleven days of heavy bombings on Yugoslavia, Belgrade singed a peace agreement with Germany.  A hundred thousand soldiers and officers were taken into prison during the first eleven days of the war.  Belgrade singed the “Axis” pact in Vienna on March 25, 1941.  Serbia did not want to recognize Macedonia at that time, although Macedonian citizens accepted Serbian control in the 1930s and 1940s. (A country Study, 1992, Yugoslavia)  

This made Macedonia very vulnerable and countries around Macedonia could occupy the country. The Bulgarians occupied Macedonia in 1941, the occupation first came as liberation for Macedonia.  However, an offensive that came from the Serbs changed this into an adaptation program. This situation was very confusing for the citizens of Macedonia.  Rebellions in Macedonia wanted to fight against it, however Serbia was too powerful.  The citizens did not agree with this; many demonstrations were going on at that time. The citizen’s of Belgrade preferred a war rather than closing a pact with the world’s most hated dictator, Adolf Hitler. The Axis pact could not prevent any bombings on Belgrade so many Serbians got killed during this process. (Detrez, 1996, p. 93) 

The Germans wanted Yugoslavia to be eliminated because the country could be a threat. Not only the Germans had this vision, but also the neighbor countries wanted Yugoslavia’s unity broken apart except for Greece. Italy took over the western part of Slovenia and the Croatian costal area of the Dalmatians coast. Yugoslavia was led by a marionette puppet that was appointed by the Germans. Mr. Milan Nedic was the head of state in that time period and had no power what so ever, he could only follow the instructions of Germany. Many parts of Yugoslavia where ruled by other neighbor countries like for example Bulgaria. Bulgaria took over a small part of eastern Slovenia and a big part of Macedonia. This changed the language of the Macedonians more into the Bulgarian. During the war many Serbs, Gypsies and Jews were killed with more than 750.000 Serbs were killed at in this period. 

1.8 Ustasa

The Ustasa regime played a big role in keeping the regions under control; they had to fulfill many orders coming from Germany regime. Dr. Ante Pavlevic established the Ustasa. (Detrez, 1996, p. 96).  He stated that the preliminaries were to love, serve, and protect Croatia against any threats. (Die Ustasa, 2006, para. 2) The Ustasa biggest project was to kill King Alexander in 1934. King Aleksander was to powerful and had to be killed so that the Ustasa could take over more territory. 

This Ustasa regime was known as being one of the cruelest organizations during the WWII. According to my Grandfather that lived in that time period, the Ustasa were spies for the Germans. (Die Ustasa, 2006, para. 2) 

Although the Ustasa did not have the image of blond hair and blue eyes, the German regime believed that the Ustasa would be useful for the areas they had to occupy. The Croatians were living like the German Nazi Nation just to protect what they had. 

The Ustasa did not only hated Jews and the Roma but also showed violence against the Serbs, which were a bigger target. They were feared by most of the citizens living in Yugoslavia. Serbs were informed of where the Utasa was going to strike and where their hiding spots were. 

This information came from the Cetniks an underground military organization than is still respected in Serbia. The stories about the Ustasa make were of excessive cruelty towards neighbors and violence towards its own people. The website “Srpska Mreza” called them “The worst monsters the world has known”.(Srpska Mreza, 1997, head) In hope for better times Tito made an end to this madness in 1945 when he came with his Partizans. The “Partizani” killed more than half of the Usatasa commanders and liberated many of the formally prosecuted Serbians. 


1.9 Cetniks
The Cetniks were a nationalistic Guerrilla organization during World War II and still are honored by the Serbians. The Cetniks were fighting against the Nazi regime of Germany during WWII.  In May 1941, the organization was an official underground army in name of the Monarchy.  During this period, the Monarchy of Yugoslavia was banned and had no powers.  The Cetniks were a very diverse group of people including:  Slovenians, Bosnians, and Croatians but were mainly composed of Serbians. The leader of the Cetniks was Mr. Mihailovic, he thought the name “Cetnik” would be an appropriate because during the Ottoman Empire the military forces were named Cetniks. This organization had a liberal role for Yugoslavia in the past.  It was know that the Centiks were effective for the safety of the Serbian citizen during WWII.  In reality, the Cetniks did not really help to get citizen into safety.  The Cetniks were busy looking at race and religion rather than protecting the regions, they were race orientated. (Brim, 2004, p. 627) 

However the partisans of Yugoslavia were a group that despite all their differences fought against the Germans. Although Macedonia was in the Background of WWII, many gypsies and other minorities were killed in Bitola, Macedonia. Tito and his anti fascist part AVNOJ (council for anti-fascist liberation of Yugoslavia) decided to make a change in Serbia. Tito wanted a superior Army force to protect Yugoslavia. The Partisans played a big role in Macedonia, by recruiting Macedonians for the Partisan Army. (Cetniks, 2006, para. 3) 

The Partisans believed in the Yugoslavian National system at that time and wanted to project it from other influences. In 1941 through 1943, the Bosnian’ Partisans named themselves the highest national governing organization. (Detrez, 1996, p.100) According to the historic overview of Macedonia, Wikipedia states “Yugoslavia was occupied by the Axis Powers and the Vardar Banovina was divided between Bulgaria and Italian-occupied Albania. Harsh rule by the occupying forces encouraged many Macedonians to support the Communist Partisan resistance movement of Josip Broz Tito. (Republic of Macedonia, 2006, para. 2) After the end of the Second World War, when Tito became Yugoslavia's president, the People's Federal Republic of Yugoslavia was established.” It is very important to know that during the war Macedonia was a weak country because it was and still is surrounded by countries that have far more military power. Albania, Bulgaria and Greece had more to say about the Macedonia regional government at that time. Macedonia managed to find acceptance by being an open and welcoming country for ethnic minorities, without realizing the problems that would create in the future.

1.10 AVNOJ

AVNOJ means Antifašističko Veće Narodnog Oslobođenja Jugoslavije, which was the council for anti-fascist liberation of Yugoslavia. This organization was fighting for freedom and liberation of the Yugoslav people. (AVNOJ, 2006, para. 2) A committee was established in November 1942 to created more freedom and to find a solution by coordinating the Partizans during their battle. The AVNOJ wanted to support democracy and equal rights for the ethnic groups living in Yugoslavia. The AVNOJ conferences, which were held in Belgrade, were crucial for the country. (Deklaracija Drugog zasjedanja, 2004, para.5) Important decisions were made by fixed resolution that would rebuild or build a new fundament for the country.

1.11 Tito’s Plan

The Germans finally got the chance to attack Drvar this was the city were Tito had his headquarter. (Attack on Tito’s headquarters, 2006, para. 2)  The Germans failed to find and arrest Tito, before they realized he had escaped.  Tito already fled to Italy to give support to the partisans in the north of Croatia Vis.  At the same time Britain forced King Petar to choose a new prime minister, Mr. Ivan Subanic who was banned from Croatia became the new Prime Minister. Later the resolutions were accepted by the AVNOJ, which was the biggest Yugoslav ruling political party.  Tito was the most respected man in Yugoslav history, still people have his photograph framed in their kitchen or living room. (Post-war Yugoslavia, 1992, para. 2.3) Tito went to Moscow, Russia; nobody knew that he was traveling there. In Moscow, he was making plans for the Soviets to enter his country. Tito had agreements with Stalin that the Red Army would only leave Yugoslavia when it was safe without getting involved in Yugoslavian Politics.  Stalin troops arrived in Yugoslavia in October 1944 and where working together with the Partisans. The two armies worked together to liberate the major cities the first one was the capital Belgrade. Serbia and Russia have a very good relation with each other and Russia is a strong supporting factor for Serbia.

1.12 Russian Friends

The agreement with Tito and Stalin is an event that was set forever; still Russia and Yugoslavia maintain their good relationship with each other. Even now, there are times when Russia wants to back Yugoslavia: “In an interview with the Russian television Acting Prime Minister Vladimir Putin has pointed out that Yugoslavia is Russia's strategic partner and Moscow will maintain appropriate relations with it”. (Vladimir Putin: Yugoslavia is our strategic partner, 1999, para.3)  Former Prime Minister Putin is also in disagreement with the independence of Kosovo and supports Serbia with trying to keep Kosovo a part of Serbia. 

The involvement of other countries and institutions is not acceptable for Serbia and Putin will give input to Serbian affairs with much disdain from neighboring states. This turmoil did not help to prevent Kosovo from becoming an independent state.  Kosovo declared itself independent without any permission of Serbia.  Russia has been very loyal to Yugoslavia and still is to Serbia.  

Having a good relation with Russia is an important factor that helps to continue to rebuild Serbia. Tito’s actions made a bilateral agreement with Russia to be friends in good and bad times and to provide help when needed.

1.13 Yugoslavia between 1950 &1990’s “A Myth?”
Tito was improving the lives of citizen in Yugoslavia in the late 50’s. Rebuilding the country was Tito’s goal and communism was in favor so Tito became president for life. This was actually in favor of all people that lived in Yugoslavia including Macedonia and Slovenia. Tito was a communist but also a man with a big heart for the people and the country, many agreed that this was the best option.. He knew that he needed to control the country by communism, and that this was the only option to maintain a peaceful and stable country. The Country was still separated in parts and each of the provinces had their own constitution, parliament and president. Nevertheless, the main leader was Tito and he was President of Yugoslavia.Due to all the tensions and wars over the years many people left the Republic of Yugoslavia for Western Europe. Ex-patriots of Yugoslavia talked about their country and to most Tito was their hero and their children had to respect that.  Children were told many great stories and that Tito was a kind but very strong man. Reading about Tito in school did not create a harmonic illusion about Yugoslavia. In my opinion, it is strange and mythical to form one nation when there are so much nationalistic fanatics that love their individuality. 

The citizens of Yugoslavia are diverse and some are nationalistic to their own region. Creating a plan and format for a new Yugoslavia in that time was a myth.  How could such a diverse group of people instantly unite and support the same ideas of government when they come from something so different?  The plan and political structure was extensive and nearly impossible to create a large republic, especially without taking into consideration the backgrounds of the citizen that lived in all these different regions. At least Tito tried to create some kind of harmony between the Serbs and Macedonians.  He also tried to create a defense against other neighboring countries with infiltrating intentions.  Tito was a true hero for many Yugoslavians who were around during this era.  Tito was a communistic leader that went into history books as a leader for his people and a leader that created his own path and gave Yugoslavia its identity. Unfortunately after his death in 1980 the people of the various states wanted to separate into independent states. 

This led to nationalistic ideas and the nationalists became powerful and started to separate the country.  Beginning of the 1990’s, various wars started between the Serbs, Croatians, Bosnians, and Slovenians. 
1.14 Powers 

After Tito died, Yugoslavia was on its way to destruction and war, although in the past the country was divided and separated many times, new ideas came alive. The citizen always had faith in their country but not their political leaders.  Parts of Yugoslavia started to oppose, the Serbs did not like the overpowering Albanians living in Kosovo and the Croats and the Slovenians saw their hard-earned money from tourism going to the poor parts of Serbia. 

The Albanians in Kosovo wanted their own independence because the ethnic Albanians are the largest living community in Kosovo. As I mentioned before Kosovo declared itself independent from Serbia and almost all countries recognize Kosovo as independent state.  It took almost 9 years for Kosovo to become an independent state.  During the struggle of Kosovo Mr. Slobodan Milosevic saw his chance to become a very powerful man that would change Yugoslavia drastically. (Descent into chaos, 2003, para.1)  Slobodan Milosevic a man that started nationalism caused hate among the Yugoslavians that were seeking unity. It was easy for him to gain power and popularity, because of the fact that many Serbs believed that Milosevic could make things safer and better in Kosovo and possibly the rest of Serbia. The truth was that Milosevic was breaking apart Yugoslavia and that many innocent people would die from genocide and political prosecution that resulted from the separation of states.   

When the war started Slovenia and Croatia were separated first, it was much easier for Slovenia than for Croatia. More Serbs were living in Croatia and the war started in Croatia and killed many citizens. In 1991, the two northern regions became independent and immediately after that Croatia and Slovenia started to build up their countries. The war between Serbia and Bosnia contained the most deadly killings, almost 40.000 thousand people died.  People died just because of race, religion and ethnic backgrounds.  In total, the war caused 97.000 casualties this number is far more than was stated in the newspapers right after the war. According to independent research documentation center in Sarajevo almost 100.000 people died.  This research shows that the casualties in Yugoslavia were higher than 45.000. 

Macedonia was not involved or harmed during these civil state wars in Yugoslavia. (Slachtoffers oorlog Bosnië overschat, 2007, para. 1)  

Macedonia did have a large flow of refugees coming into the country. This was a difficult time for Macedonia because of the fact that Macedonia’s economy weak during the 1990’s. After almost a decade of fear and war in the country, Serbia started to stabilize. Milosevic was arrested in 2001 and brought to justice at the U.N. War Crimes Tribunal in The Hague. Where a long process and prosecution stared with Carla del Ponte as main prosecutor and others to follow. (Communiqué de presse, 2000, para. 2) Milosevic did however make a big circus out of his trial and died in March 2006 after almost 4 years of prison in The Hague.  After Milosevic was arrested, a new Democratic leader was chosen as head of state and to rebuild Serbia.  His name was Mr. Zoran Djindjic, he was to become the new Prime Minister. Right after the new Prime Minister was chosen, the underground rebel political parties in Belgrade killed him with a gunshot in front of a government building. Prime Minister Djindjic had great ideas to rebuild Serbia and great potential to put Serbia closer to the Europe, but this was unfortunately not the case.

After the death of Prime Minister Djinjic, his opponent Mr. Vojislav Kostunica became Prime Minister and still is now. However, more people had to be convicted in the Yugoslavia Tribunal in The Hague. Mr. Mladic and Mr. Karadzic are one of the most violent and un-human war leaders in the history of Yugoslavia. (Biografija Zorana Đinđića, 2006, novosti )   They were highly ranked military commanders during the Yugoslavian civil war.  Both men are accused of genocide and other cruel activities, after the civil war the hunt for their arrest was open.  The international military sections as well as the UN troops did not succeed to arrest them.  Many victims left Yugoslavia and other lost their family members, this war was devastating for the Balkans and it still hinders the progress of rebuilding the separated country. (The hunt for Mladic and Karadzic, 2007, para. 5) 
1.15 Current Situation

Yugoslavia is trying to be more a part of the European Union and is trying to cope with the issues it still has not fully addressed.  Serbia has many ethnic minorities and has had problems in the past with Montenegro wanting to be a separate state. Montenegro declared its independence in 2006 and now is growing into a stable state with income coming mostly form tourism. Montenegro being a role model for the rest of Serbia is not what Serbia expected. Montenegro has now more freedom and a better future prospective with income coming from western tourists. 

In addition, Kosovo declared itself independent in March 2008. The declaration took very long and was not the main concern of Belgrade. Russia did not want other countries to interfere with Serbia; Putin gave the right and the support to Serbia to keep Kosovo a part of Serbia, because of historical issues and economic benefits.  Kosovo is now independent and Serbia will not recognize Kosovo as separate state.  Almost all European and other countries accept the fact that Kosovo is a separate sovereign state lead by Prime Minister Hashim Thaci. (Hashim Thaci, 2008, Biography) 
1.16 Conclusion

The dreams of a unified Yugoslavia lives in many people’s hearts, people who have been to the country when it still was one nation. Going there in the summer as a little child never changed my thought of the current situation. The journey from Slovenia all the way through Croatia, Serbia and then to Macedonia allowed me to see how different the regions of the former country are. In the past Yugoslavia struggled with the countries like Austria and Bulgaria, but few imagined that in the last century Yugoslavia would fall apart again and that it would cope with genocide, violation against human rights, and many other negative aspects. The foreign Yugoslavian countries that are now independent and have their own currency are more stabile and have a better economy. Serbia now needs to improve its economy and get stronger because its stands without Kosovo and Montenegro, which now are independent states.  The people found peace but there is still need for progress and change in Belgrade. It is difficult for Serbia to have a negative reputation and history, Serbia is still being asked for a Visa when going into the Schengen countries. Other countries have managed to do better like Slovenia and Croatia. Macedonia is still in the run to become a European member state, but still fights to imply all the criteria and improvement the countries human rights. 

Yugoslavia had cruel leaders like Milosevic and King Petar, but it was not enough to make Yugoslavia a stable state like Tito did in the 1970’s.  In the past Yugoslavia was ruled by leaders who had nationalistic goals, however leaders like Tito changed the country.  Tito was trying to create harmony between the Serbs and Croats. Other countries like Macedonia were safe from countries like Greece and Bulgaria. However this did not change that fact that a civil war broke out in 1993. After a dark period, the country was separated in small parts, which lead to Macedonia’s independence. 

The dream to create one nation became a myth.  Mr. Milosevic was a dictator that changed Yugoslavia and also created hate amongst people that were once neighbours or friends. 

Now Serbia and other countries can find peace, because of the fact they are independent and have more freedom. In the following chapter I will outline the criteria’s of the EU and the Commission that Macedonia needs to imply in its political structure. I will also discuss the process as well as the difficulties between the ethnic minorities.

Chapter 2 

EU and Macedonia
2. Introduction
In this chapter, I will outline what the EU and republic of Macedonia have decided for the future.  How Macedonia will manage to become an official member of the EU and what requirements Macedonia has to fulfill.  I will also look at the past especially which role the Common Foreign Security Policy played in the beginning of the 1990’s. The EU has strategies to help Macedonia, although the EU and other international organizations knew that working with Macedonia would be difficult. The Common Foreign Security Policy (CFSP) maybe failed to find a better solution in the year of 1991, however Macedonia is on its way to become a EU member. The European Unions  involvement in Yugoslavia and Macedonia was without monitoring the previous damage of the country. This chapter also contains which role the EU played in the nineties. Within a decade Macedonia changed dramatically one of the reasons is because of this involvement of the EU in the region. Further, in this chapter, I will explain how the criteria of the EU made Macedonia want to pursue to become a member.

2.1 Macedonia and the EU in the 90’s

Nothing was certain in the 1990’s, not only in Macedonia but also in the rest of foreign Yugoslavia. Macedonia tried to play a neutral part during the Balkan war.  However there was interference from Western Europe, Macedonia had no other option than to start a dialogue with the EU.  In the year 1993, the EU in Copenhagen decided that if Eastern European countries want to become a member of the European Union; the possibility would be provided. These requirements make it difficult and complex to become a EU member. Macedonia however started the program and now is working on several projects to get into the Union. It is difficult to change Macedonia’s political structure when it comes to preventing corruption and shaping a central political system as has been noted historically. 

According to the Commission, Macedonia is able to have a stronger economy and a solid political structure. In March 2004, Macedonia presented an application to become a member of the EU. The Council of Ministers put out a request to receive an opinion back from the Commission on Macedonia’s application. (Official Journal, 2007, p. 0027)


In May 2004, there was an official turning point for Macedonia, any European State that stand for freedom, democracy, and respect of human rights, fundamental freedom can join. The Balkan countries found it important to become a member of European Union. It is essential for Macedonia to become a potential member because of the fact that the region is very central to other Balkan countries. Macedonia still has to cope with issues concerning ethnic minorities and a new public administration. Even the fact that the regional police are not always trustworthy and citizen still become victims by their own police forces. Macedonia is still trying to fulfill all requirements of the EU so that it hopes to become an official member within five year goal. Although now Macedonia has difficult issues to solve for example, the name that Macedonia carries is not accepted by its neighbor country Greece. Macedonia wants to be a member of the NATO; this is what Macedonia is working on as well as being a member of the European Union. With this ideology, the country can start building a stabile economy and start with a transparent government. Greece is the only country that is going to make this a difficult process for Macedonia. Greece does not accept the name “Macedonia” and for now the only name that is accepted is FYRM, which is unusual name for a country.  I will outline this issue in chapter 4.

2.2 Relations between the European Union and Macedonia

The historical process of Macedonia and the EU started when Macedonia was still a part of Former Yugoslavia. When Macedonia became an independent state in 1993, the EU was monitoring Macedonia’s political situation. In the year 1996, the EU had contractual relations with Macedonia and currently they are on hold to become a new member state. Macedonia’s struggle for a stable political system got even harder when in the year 2001 the country had a national crisis. Ethnic minorities did not want to live in the same old system, so the Albanians, Macedonia’s largest ethnic group were demonstrating against the political structure. The Ohrid Framework Agreement was set to solve human right and the political unrest between ethnic minorities and the Macedonia’s political system. I will outline the Ohrid Framework Agreement later in this research. It was necessary for Macedonia to develop the Ohrid Framework Agreement so that there would be a better chance for the future of the country. The Framework of Ohrid grants an extensive legislative program, which Macedonia completed in 2005. The government of Macedonia now is looking to stabilize the trust and belief of the people so that a positive environment can be created. The country is trying to create a good relationship with the EU so that a full integration in the union will be granted.

2.3 The Commission and the Copenhagen Criteria

The Thessaloniki agenda that was set for Balkan countries states; Balkan countries have set responsibilities when it comes to becoming a member of the EU. In the year 1993, the situation in former Yugoslavia was unstable because of the civil war. The Copenhagen criteria of 1993 gave Macedonia a minimal chance of involvement with the EU.  In that period Macedonia was not involved in the Yugoslavian civil war, so there would be a possibility in the future to become a member state. The entry into the EU will only take place when a country is capable to satisfy the EU criteria with political and economic developements. This means that a country needs to have political changes in their political agenda to fulfill the requirements. Unfortunately, during that time, the country was involved in political unrest caused by problems among the Macedonian ethnic community. 

The fact that Macedonia had to stabilize the situation between the ethnic rebels took time and delayed the activities to become a member of the Union. Macedonia was not able to create a better political structure for its ethnic minorities. It was important to rule a republic than to live in a democratic one. Ten years later, in the year 2003, the Thessaloniki agenda stressed that the Balkan countries can decide how they will imply the criteria into their own system. Some criteria that are set by the European Union involve funding in agriculture, which is important for Macedonia. Macedonia has a large agricultural industry: corn, rice, tobacco and vegetables make up Macedonia’s food production. Agriculture is an important income factor for the country therefore Macedonia is trying to subsidize farmers with funding. 

2.4 Getting There

In March 2004, Macedonia applied for a membership of the European Union.  The Commission was already prepared by the European Council to monitor and develop a report for Macedonia’s application.  The opinion came forward in November 2005 where an analysis of the country was made; the analysis was based on the Copenhagen criteria. 

This analysis contains three main conclusions: that Macedonia is on its way to fulfill the political criteria for a membership in the EU.  The first conclusion also contains that Macedonia is a functioning democracy and respects the fundamental rights.  The political situation in Macedonia has improved as well the security situation of the country because of the Ohrid Framework Agreement.  

Macedonia has improved the electoral process; strengthened the police forces and reduced corruption.  Second, Macedonia needs to strengthen its economy, although it would be difficult to cope with the competition of the market of other EU countries.  Thirdly the country’s position should be fulfilled within five years; this time frame is needed to implement the enforcement and legislation that is necessary to become a member state.

Macedonia still has many unregistered properties that lead to investment corruption and money laundering which are difficult to unravel.  To solve this situation is essential in making the country more attractive to the neighboring countries in order to compete with feasible businesses that generate income. Finance control is crucial for Macedonia because of unaccounted money that comes into the country without being registered and leads to finance corruption. The protection and control of intellectual property rights need to be implemented, in order to comply with the Communitaire Aquis. These three conclusions are set as stepping stones to improve the country as well as to improve the country’s financial situation.  

After the crisis in 2001 the European Union provided assistance to Macedonia by reconstructing the infrastucture as well as the activities of the police. In that period Macedonia’s staff was trained on national and sub-national level. Assistance by the EU has been provided in four areas which include democracy, rule of law, economic and social development, environment and natural sources. Help that came from the EU after the crisis helped Macedonia create a better democracy as well as build better economy. The assistance of the EU also provided a full implementation of the framework, to represent the country’s ethnic communities. (Main steps towards EU, June 2007, para 1-3) 
2.5 Stabilization Association Agreements
This agreement was set to ensure peace by providing stability to the country, so that there would be an opportunity to gain a strong democracy as well as a rule of law for the Balkan countries. The process to try and help the Balkan countries was set at the Zagreb Summit in the year 2000.  Macedonia was one of the countries that signed hoping to create a better economy by having the freedom of free trade and better political agreements. (Stabilisation and Association Process, 2006. para. 1) Integrating the process into the Balkan countries will open a new road for improvement and a chance to become a member state of the European Union.

The Balkan countries that work on all the requirements of the program will eventually have access to the Union.  The agreement of the EU towards Macedonia was as follows: Macedonia shall integrate into the political and economic standards of Europe and will have the status of a potential candidate.  Macedonia has to fulfill the criteria of the Union; these criteria were signed in June 1993 by the European Council. (Stabilisation and Association Process, 2001, p. 4-7)   The Stabilization Agreement also requires respect for the principles of human rights, which is crucial to Macedonia. This is stated in article 3 of Title 1 of the official document of the European Communities and their member states.  Macedonia has different kind of ethnic minorities; this agreement should provide better solutions in the political system.  The agreement also states that all the principles of Human rights are defined from the Helsinki Final Act; they need to be respected according to the international law principles. When it comes to trade and improving the economy, the document of the Bonn Conference on Economic Cooperation will be one of the basics that Macedonia needs to follow. (Stabilisation and Association Process, 2001, p. 4-7)   
2.6 Common Foreign and Security Policy

The Common Foreign Security Policy (CFSP) was established to play a role in providing safety, build up the security of the Union, and to maintain peace and reinforce international security, in agreement with the ideology of the United Nations Charter.  The main values were set in the Treaty of Maastricht in 1992 to make the entire process formal.  A short period later, civil war broke out in Yugoslavia and EU had to create a feasible political solution. However, they failed to make a plan to stabilize the region. The EU did not have a military force that could have helped to bring and maintain peace in several parts of Yugoslavia. The only thing the EU could do was to mediate as a part of the UN and NATO in Yugoslavia. (The lessons of the Balkans, 2007, para .2) The CFSP also had a defense policy so that military and police forces from the EU member states could go to countries that needed international help. The main tasks were aimed towards peacekeeping and helping people that cannot take care of them selves. Together with the Red Cross and other organizations, the ESDP tried to manage the crisis that was going on in Yugoslavia. The war in Yugoslavia was the first mission that was carried out. Several departments played a role in maintaining peace and working together to create a safe environment for the citizen of Yugoslavia.  Although the ESDP is not a military organization, it can carry out orders by the EU forces.  

The ESDP is a separate organization from the NATO; however it has access to all that NATO has to offer to fulfill their task. (The lessons of the Balkans, 2007, para .2)   

2.7 Albanians make up 20 percent of the entire population

The Commission analyzed Macedonia’s application carefully; the commission was looking at the present as well as the medium term diagnosis. Still it was not certain if Macedonia was able to meet with all the criteria of the Commission. Macedonia is a country that had many difficulties with ethnic minorities; Albanians are people that always wanted to get involve with the Macedonian political system. The Albanians make up 20% of the total population and there are many cities which, for example Bitola, have larger communities of Albanians. Albanians have Macedonian citizenship, but they do not want to integrate and live within the rules and laws of an established Macedonia. The political unrest caused numerous rebellions in 2001 and Albanians were creating a dangerous environment for the other citizens of Macedonia. 

Other ethnic minorities are sometimes afraid to express their culture when they live in a city where the Albanians are a majority. According to Mr. Ashmet Tairovski, who is a leader of a Roma ethnic organization in Kumanovo, Roma, and other minorities the currently feel as if they fewer rights than the Albanians. This means they have to work harder to keep up with other communities. Roma and Albanians have a difficult relation with each other because both groups want to be accepted in Macedonia.  Albanians have more voice in specific cities like Skopje and Kumanovo, the Roma have nothing to say when it comes to their rights to live with their own traditional norms and values. Most of the Roma’s are afraid to interfere with the Albanian communities because of violent conflicts. 

2.8 Roma and Gypsies

Roma’s are poorly educated as a minority group and usually work in manual labor jobs.  In addition, the Albanians are more financially funded and capable with income coming from shopkeepers and relatives that live abroad. I was doing my research into this situation but I only heard the stories of people that I spoke to when I did my field research in Macedonia and Canada.  The commission and the EU have no record on this problematic issue that was going on and probably still identifying this minority dilemma. 

In the city of Kumanovo there are parts where Roma’s do not interact and cannot be found because of the fact they are not accepted.  I think that Macedonia has to work hard to change this situation where other ethnic minority citizens create boundaries and limit access to cities because of tension.  It was difficult to find people to interview about this problematic issue in Macedonia because this topic is sensitive to the Roma people.  In the next chapter, I will get back to this situation with Roma’s and Albanians where I would like to cite more examples of my field research. This matter is important to identify and comprehend because of the fact that Macedonia wants to improve its human rights. Macedonia will have to improve the communication between ethnic groups in bigger cities to prevent further conflicts in for example ghettos. 

Hoping for better developments, Macedonia will use the Ohrid framework to improve the situation. Gypsy is not the official name, Roma is more common and the word gypsy is seen as a negative connotation to identify this ethnic group.  There are Roma’s who live in houses and are integrated in the Macedonian society, a small percentage is educated and have jobs. There are large groups of Roma that still live in areas where there is no education and where the standard of living is extremely low.

2.9 Conclusion 

Becoming a member of the EU with the necessary criteria Macedonia has to fulfill, makes me wonder how much time and effort lies behind this entire operation.  Personally I have seen major changes in the country, for example the infrastructure and better a police force.  The country is still a victim of corruption and there are still regions that have to cope with human right issues. In this chapter, I went through the criteria Macedonia has to fulfill and what the main reason why Macedonia wants to become a member.  In 1993, the Council in Copenhagen decided, that Eastern European countries like Macedonia could become an EU member.  The Commission stated that Macedonia would be able to have a stronger economy and a better political structure.  Macedonia finally presented its application to the EU and this was a major step towards integration with the EU.  After a political unrest with ethnic minorities in 2001, Macedonia introduced the Ohrid Framework Agreement, which stands for a better political structure and benefits for the ethnic minority groups. Macedonia tried to keep its relationship with the EU stabile, by implementing the requirements step by step. 

 It is therefore complying and trying to prove itself capable of satisfying political as well as economic aims. 

The commission came with an outcome in November 2005, after an analysis was made about the country.  After the analysis three conclusions for Macedonia were set.  The conclusions contained criteria for political changes, economic benefits as well as human right improvements. The Stabilization Association Agreements was set to ensure peace by providing more stability for Macedonia. At the Zagreb Summit, Macedonia signed hoping to create a better economy by having freedom, free trade, and better political agreements. Macedonia is currently working on all the criteria to become a member and still continues to cope with violence between ethnic minorities. Albanians in Macedonia make up more than 20 percent of the entire population; the second largest group is the Roma population. There is need for more understanding between these ethnic minorities, both have the right to maintain their traditions, cultures, and language in Macedonia.  The framework for that has to be fully implemented in the Macedonia political system, so that ethnic citizen has more rights. In the next chapter, I will outline more about the ethnic minorities and what the difficulties are in regions where they live. I also will discuss my field research that I made during this research.

Chapter 3 

The Real World

3. Introduction                   

In last few years I have been to visit Macedonia twice, to see how the situation is at the moment. My personal field research in Macedonia and my visits to the Permanent Mission of Macedonia for the United Nation in New York City help me to learn more about Macedonia. 

I had an interview with Mr. Zvonko who works for the Macedonia embassy in Ottawa, Canada. The personal interviews and my field researches exposed me to a different and unsettling reality from that the which is described in official papers about Macedonia. Although one would not think that Macedonians outside of Macedonia would be involved in their country, there are in fact Macedonians which are involved.  Macedonians outside their country are involved in developing their country by following the political changes of Macedonia and educating others that might not really understand the political climate of the country. 

Macedonian immigrants try to build up the country and invest more money in projects. Macedonia has the Ohrid Framework Agreement, which states that minorities have the same rights as other citizens in Macedonia.  My personal judgment was made when I went to see it for myself twice in one year. There I spoke to several minorities groups like Roma (gypsies), Albanians, and Bulgarians. During these interviews I shaped a strong and clear image of ethnic minorities in Skopje and Kumanovo.  These are the biggest cities and they have the largest group of ethnic minorities. In this chapter I will discuss my meetings with The Permanent Mission of Macedonia for the UN and my visit to the Embassy in Ottawa.  I also will give my point of view of the daily life of Gypsies living in Kumanovo.  Further, I will focus on the Ohrid Framework Agreement, and what the changes have been from 1999 till 2001.

3.1 Macedonian Embassy

The Macedonian embassy in Ottawa, Canada was one of the first connections that helped me with this research. I called the embassy and I spoke to Mr. Zvonko, he works for the Macedonian embassy. Mr. Zvonko was pleased to make an appointment with me to talk about my thesis and about how I am going to start my research. The main reason for my visit to the embassy was to get information about ethnic minorities in Macedonia. The goal was to gain information contacts with other organizations and institutions in North America that contain information about Macedonia. 

We first spoke about Macedonia and the EU, what is crucial for Macedonia when it comes to accession into the EU.  Also questioned were the possibility and realistic attainment of the goal to get into the EU.  Mr. Zvonko was pleased by the fact that Macedonia is trying to get into the EU and he had a positive perspective about the country’s future. Becoming a member of EU would change Macedonia’s position in the world economy. By enlarging agriculture and benefits from the new trade partners in Easter Europe stabilization could occur. According to Mr. Zvonko’s views Macedonia is a region that has been developing well since the new treaty that was signed in 2001.  The treaty that was signed in 2001 is the “Ohrid Framework Agreement of 2001” in a time when Macedonia was in a critical situation with ethnic minorities. Albanian ethnic minorities were causing turbulence for the government and the citizen of Skopje, Macedonia’s capital. 

(I. Zvonko, personal communication, Ottawa, 2005.)

3.2 UN permanent mission of FYRM

The permanent mission of Macedonia for the UN in New York City is a voice of Macedonia for the UN.  At first one would think that the mission there is to improve Macedonia’s position in the UN.  Almost all the countries are represented in small missions right outside of the UN headquarters.  My visit to the mission started by an appointment with Mr. Igor Dzundev who was the official representative in 2005.  I expected to gain information about Macedonia’s position in world politics and to learn what the work of the mission is in New York.  Mr. Dzundev was at that time the head of the mission and he believed in the fact that Macedonia was on its way to becoming an EU member. The position of Mr. Dzundev made it possible to lobby about Macedonia with other countries, especially Greece and Bulgaria.  The mission is working together with the Macedonian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  The representative is working with the neighboring countries on development issues such as a stable foreign policy. Macedonia is working within the framework of the UN as a cornerstone of Macedonia’s foreign policy.  The main goal at the Mission is to support the purposes and principles of the UN.  The building in which the mission is located has an energy of working together with all kind of nationalities and it has an international flair. 

The representatives of Macedonia gave me the idea that the process of lobbying with countries about certain issues is complex.  There is a large administrative process to make appointments and to set up meetings about topics that need to be discussed. The fact that Macedonia has an office in New York City that representing the needs of the country is crucial for foreign politics. 

The Ohrid framework is the main key to promote in New York City, the framework gives an overview of what Macedonia’s new policy on ethnic minorities. (M. Dzundev, interview, New York, 2005.)  The mission should, however, focus more on what happens in Macedonia and explain the difficulties that I saw when I was in the country.  The role of the mission should expand to making new policies with countries so that better relations can start in a neutral zone in this case the UN headquarters.

3.3 Power of Ethnic Albanians 

Albanian underground armies fought against Macedonian government forces to get more rights in their communities. Albanians that live in Macedonia believed that the authorities were cutting back Albanian communities that live in Macedonia. Albanians wanted police officers and judges in their municipalities who were from the same ethnic group.  Albanian rebels of the National Liberation Army were gathering in the Macedonian mountains to prepare for a battle against the military forces.  Not only the Macedonian army but also Macedonians citizens were afraid of a new war. 

Besides the Albanian minority, Macedonia also harbors populations of Romas, Bulgarians, Turks and Vlachs that are counted as ethnic minorities as well.  Minorities in Macedonia felt that not only the Albanians needed more rights but also they had the need for a solution to this problem. Albanians were complaining that there were almost no Albanian police officers; also no Albanian Judge could be found that represented the Macedonian law system. 

There has always been a struggle between the Albanians and the Macedonian authorities; Albanians make up 20 percent of the Macedonian population. A right to more authority and power in regions where ethnic minorities live would be a good solution of the problem. 

Macedonia has to develop better plans and a structure that will change the country. The Ohrid framework would change the situation and citizens would have more rights no matter what ethnic background they have.

3.4 Mr. Zvonko knowse

According to Mr. Zvonko the legal system and the educational system of Macedonia has changed over the last five years. There are still Albanians that assume it will be easier to get more rights when Macedonia will become a part of the EU. The Ohrid Framework Agreement states that there are rights for minorities including Albanians. Albanians live in Kosovo and Macedonia there they live in large groups and overlap many small and big regions. This way the have the full right to adapt the 20 percent population rule of the framework.

Mr. Zvonko states that there is still a risk that there are many undocumented Albanians in Macedonia, possibly upwards of a hundred thousand of illegal aliens. (I. Zvonko, personal communication, Ottawa, 2005.)
3.5 Transparent borders

The borders are getting more transparent to cross, the border of Kosovo and Yugoslavia is open so illegal trafficking is causing problems. Kosovo and a large percentage of Albanians in Macedonia wanted to create a highway that starts in Pristina, Kosovo and leads right to the capital of Macedonia, Skopje. Mr. Zvonko said that there is a big difference between having rights and making your own right and decide what’s right or wrong. Ethnic minorities need the same rights, but some have a hidden agenda in their pursuits, for example illegal crossing into Macedonia from Albania and Kosovo.  I discussed during my interview with Mr. Zvonko the border around Macedonia because it remains transparent Albanians  come into the country illegally creating further problems for the already strained government system.

3.6 Finance

Mr. Zvonko was concerned about the money laundry issue that starts in the heart of Europe’s financial capital, Zurich. According to CNN, Albanians in Switzerland are funding machines for all kind of criminal activities. There is a large Albanian community living in Switzerland especially in the northern German speaking parts such as Zurich. 

Probably the money that comes from Zurich can fund the National Liberation Army of the Albanian rebels. There are more than 200.000 Albanians living in Switzerland, some of them have the Macedonian nationality but are Albanian. A great number of Swiss banks accounts were blocked in the time that Macedonia had struggles with the Albanian underground army the NLA.  Banks were suspecting they were being used to finance illegal and armed conflicts in Eastern Europe. (Doole, 2001, p, 1)
3.7 Cash or Swiss Francs?

To monitor the money that comes from different countries into Macedonia is very difficult, because there are many shops and other organisations that claim to use the funding and finance to build a better economy. Mr. Zvonko lives and works in Ottawa but he is aware of the fact that there is too much money coming in from other countries and going unaccounted for.  The Albanian Diaspora funds and helps the Albanians to reach their hidden agenda this way and this creates a possibility for rebellions to become powerful. 

Mr. Zvonko is not against the fact that many innocent people come to Macedonia and build a house or open a store or restaurant. Many immigrants buy or invest when they come back into their home country in the summer time. Shopkeepers like jewellers give only change back in Swiss francs this is one way to laundry the money that comes from abroad.  Personally I experience this when I bought a golden chain for my sister at a shopkeeper in an Albanian shop.  I paid in euros but I got Swiss francs back from the shop, which is very common in Macedonia. It’s just a small example how easy money transaction can go in a country that is now monitored by the European Union. 

Cash is still the most efficient form of payment in Macedonia its a cash carry country that is still not electronically developed.  Electronic transaction can be followed, that is mainly the reason why the population is still paying cash.  There is almost no way to find out where the money comes from, the money is being “washed” easily by buying a property and large ticket items such as cars. This problem needs to be solved with more control of the government and the European Union. This way the government can prove that they stand for a democratic and open society where there is no room for corruption and criminality. In my opinion this is a difficult process, because even the police officers like to make some extra money during their duty. (I. Zvonko, personal communication, Ottawa, 2005.)
3.8 Tourist or victim

When I went to Macedonia last year with my parents, the police pulled our car over on a Macedonian highway. Three officers asked us to show our passports and asked us where we were going. My father told the officer that he came to visit his home country with his family for the summer time. The officer did not like my father’s attitude and the fact that my father was driving a western expensive car. Then officers decided to give my father a speeding-ticket with no proof of speeding. There was no discussion possible, the officer later demanding more money because the car had no highway sticker, Macedonia does not employ such a sticker but was employing harassment.  It still is easy for the police to use their power in an unprofessional way because of the fact they wear uniforms. These activities need to be punished and again monitored by the European Union, only this way Macedonia can make a step into the EU.  At the same time situations like this are common, where police officers are behaving without professional ethic, and it makes it unappealing for tourist to come to the country. 

Tourism could be a crucial factor for Macedonia to strengthen the economy and increase is financial stability.  Tourism can be something Macedonia could live from, it has the Ohrid Lake, which is getting more popular under western tourists and flights to Ohrid are more common than in the year 2002.  Tourism needs to get more developed so that income can help to improve the country.  By developing more tourist projects local citizen can start small businesses from the income that is made in the summer.

3.9 Education

The education in Macedonia is not very well developed like in the Western Europe. Macedonia has a big university in Skopje that has few ethnic students.  There is however an international department, focusing on exchange programs with other countries. It is very difficult to go study when the local people don’t have the money or the possibility to afford it.  There are few schools that provide classes for free and some other schools are public that are funded paid by the government.  Funding is not the biggest problem Macedonia’s educational system has to cope with.  It’s the fact that the application of student with ethnic backgrounds is still low. The other problem is when a child is ready to go to college or university many parents are not able to provide this for their child. This problem can be found all over the world, but in Macedonia there is a big difference in class and ethnicity. Children from an ethnic background like for example Roma’s will not be easily accepted into a school. Also the parents of Roma’s prefer that their children go to work instead of going to school. (I. Zvonko, personal communication, Ottawa, 2005.)  This has become a big problem for the ethnic minorities; Albanians and Roma’s have gained some education when a part was living in Germany or somewhere else in a western country.  Children of citizens of Macedonia that lived in Germany for 6 years during the asylum period had better education than if they had stayed Macedonia. In this time a child who had education outside of Macedonia more highly educated and had better chances to continue formal education. This information is based on a Roma child that lived in Germany and returned to Macedonia. The chance of getting better education when the child has returned to the country of origin is better.  But sadly these same ethnic children continue to go to school once it they have returned, their chance of going to college of University is very low because of the fact that there is no money to pay education. 

3.10 USAID

There are some organisations that try to improve the chances of the Roma’s to get an education. USAID is one of the bigger organizations that started to help Roma’s with getting a good education. The most important group are the children that start pre-school and support them up to university. (Improving Education for Roma Students, 2007, p, 1)  Without help of these programs it would be so difficult for the Roma’s children to stay at the same level as the Macedonian children. I think it is important that these organizations are doing their work in Macedonia. Without these organizations and their contribution to Macedonia’s social system, Macedonia will need even more time to become an EU member.

3.11 Roma

I spoke to Mr. Osmanovski and he told me that it is very crucial for the children to stay into these programs, because without these programs there is almost no chance of a higher education for them. This will give more prospective for the Roma community when their children can also be a part of Macedonian economy, government, and business. Another Organization that helps all kind of ethnic minorities in the world in SORES.  This organization helps ethnic minorities like the Roma to receive a formal education. 

The fact is that not many Roma are willing to put their children in school, parents don’t see the meaning and the use of children going to school.  This is due to generations of hard labor work and mistrust of anything formal.  This small part is being educated by the organization to help understand why it’s so important that children gain knowledge while they are young. Sores worked together with the Dutch embassy to help Roma children stay in school. The dropouts were reduced and the project provided many extras for the students like free books, additional help after school, and food for the elementary schoolchildren. In this project even parents and teachers were involved, teachers got extra help to motivate and understand children of ethnic minorities. (Roma initiatives, 2007, para. 2) In my opinion ethnic minorities all over Eastern Europe need help and funding in order to gain a brighter future through education. 

Integration is important for Macedonia, if ethnic minorities are provided with education and other programs to get them involved, Macedonia will have advantage of more civilized society.  Education is very important for Macedonia and the EU needs to plan more programs so that education benefits for all citizens can improve. 

At the moment Macedonia does not have enough money to plan educational programs, the focus lies more on the economy. Macedonia and the EU try to involve more organizations like Sores into the educational system. This way the ethnic minorities can have a better and higher education and the country will fill labour shortages. This way Macedonia will gain a more diversely educated population which will lead to a better economy and better living circumstances for the minorities and for the rest of the society. 

3.12 Romano Merako

Mr. Amdi Asanovski is the head of the Roma community centre in Toronto, Canada. On the web site http://www.rcctoronto.org/ I found that there was a large community of Macedonians that include the Roma. The background information that was give by Mr. Asanovski is crucial to understand the basic line of the Roma culture in the Macedonia and the rest of the Balkans. It states that about five hundred years ago the Roma’s left India to go through Europe and other parts of the world.  Each family and group had a specific task so other groups could trade goods. (Asanovski. A, personal communication, Ottawa, 2005.)  People do not know much about them and many myths arise with no ties to reality. My personal conversation with Mr. Asanovski made it possible to understand the gap between Roma and Macedonian citizen. 

Being a Macedonian born in the Netherlands did not help me to understand what the differences were when I was in Macedonia. According to Mr Asanovski, there are differences between Roma’s as there is no clear image of who they are, what they do, and were they come from. (Asanovski. A, personal communication, Ottawa, 2005.)  Therefore, the best thing is to speak to someone like Mr. Asanovski he is a Roma himself and knows the cultural barriers that Roma have to cope with. The organization that he works for was established in the year, 1998. The organisation aims to inform and help the Roma all around the globe, especially the eastern European countries that have many Romas. Personally he went though a difficult time with his so called “coming out” of being a Roma.  After the courage to come out as a Roma in a North American country he started to help other Roma’s coming from different countries like Romania, were a large group of Roma’s immigrated in the 1990’s. 

There are several Roma groups in the world, like for example there are the “Koldorashi” these are groups that are living in a group and have horses. They also carry a secret name, which is called the “Vica”, this is to know were someone is from or which group someone belongs to. Then there are the “Irli” this group is mostly living from business, farming, and metalworking.  Many groups and organisations lost their track of history. 

They often don’t know were they came from and what their origins are. Even within the Roma group lets say for example if a group in Romania went to Macedonia, the new generations don’t not know that their grandparents travelled from Romania, however the most important thing is; to know what their historical background is. This has to do with the fact that these groups are hardly educated which is a big problem for the Roma communities worldwide. Roma in almost all cases have nothing else to do than to work within the group they live in and many get involved in criminal activities. All these factors about the Roma created a negative stereotypical image of this group of ethnic minorities. 

The main reason why the Roma don’t like to say that they are Roma is because they have shame of their ethnicity. Mr. Asanovski states that major parts of the Roma are not happy with their background, they come from a same background and they have shared the same culture, and language. The communities that are in Canada today are the Hungarian, Macedonian, Czech, Romanian and of other Baltic countries. The goal of the organizations like SOROS is to get all the Roma’s that come from these countries together and discuss and see what the options there are to improve this issue. 

There are also many language barriers that make it difficult to understand Romas from different Baltic areas, for example a Macedonian Roma will have many Macedonian elements in its language. Other Roma have developed a same kind of language with the mix of their host country. There are many dialects in the Roma language and it has many basic parts that others can understand, but sometimes it is difficult to understand fluently another Roma from a different country.  Mr. Asaonvski believes that it is a positive aspect to get together and to talk about issues like the differences Roma have. This process also could help to integrate the Roma in the society they live in. The main factor is to get the Roma children into an educational program and away from the streets; this is a difficult process in Macedonia. Children have to go to school in Western Europe this is compulsory, this issues needs to change in Eastern Europe as well. So to help others understand what the Roma’s are about, and to diminish stereotypes from other citizens and authorities would help to understand the Roma better. (Asanovski. A, personal communication, Ottawa, 2005.) 
3.13 Changes

Macedonia has changed drastically in the past five years and one of the main the reasons is self created want from citizens that demand change. The economy was never strong in the country and poverty and unemployment were hard topics to work on. The citizens of Macedonia are hard working people that live from agricultural activities, also small businesses and markets are a main income for the Macedonians. International companies are more interested in the country because of the cheap labour and the fact that Macedonia lies in a central area. Countries like Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia, and Albanian are located around Macedonia border. The import as well as the export of goods can be transported easily in and outside of these regions.   

3.14 Improve of communities

In the past there were cases of violence activities among ethnic minorities, my research in Macedonia showed me that citizen try to work together to improve their community. 

There are large Albanian communities that are only populated with ethnic Albanians, this will not easily change because of the fact that other communities rather live outside of the Albanian communities. A mix of race and religion can be found in Macedonia, however the ethnic groups live more together in the city like Skopje or Kumanovo.  In the city the criminal rates are higher because of the fact that ethnic group live close to each other.  In the small municipalities citizens live within their own group, this way there is a separation, which is not healthy for the country. A change of this situation will give more balance, however there is need for more police forces to monitor these regions and guarantee the safety of all citizens. (I. Zvonko, personal communication, Ottawa, 2005.)
3.15 Conclusion

The ethnic minorities in Macedonia have difficulties with each other; the Albanians have changed Macedonia in many ways. It could be seen as a positive step towards better integration of ethnic minorities. The Roma are a group of ethnic minorities that need more development, education this is their main key to improve their social life. Although international organisations like SOROS are working hard to improve the education in regions where Roma live, still many children are uneducated.  

Funding that comes from international organizations provided better education for ethnic minorities like the Roma.  Officials in and outside of Macedonia like Mr. Zvonko who works for the embassy in Canada provided me with  information to understand the current situation in Macedonia. To have an international community of Macedonians that lives outside the country is an important factor for Macedonia. 

Immigrants that come back to Macedonian bring knowledge and education to the country, in addition the investors are that improving the economy, which is a crucial factor to develop the country and a further step to the Union. The focus lies on the children because they are the new generation and they should have education so that their lives can improve in the future. However crimes between the ethnic minorities are still high, police forces now are more divided, and Albanian judges are working in Macedonian courthouses. The framework is now in force and starts to get more integrated into Macedonia political system.  Macedonia is still working to prevent money trafficking and the criminal activities that are connected with countries like Switzerland.  As mentioned in this chapter there are stores, real estate, and other options to get money into the country without paying taxes. 

The EU now monitors the tax system of Macedonia; there are several financial programs to improve the countries financial system. Macedonia and its citizens should work harder to promote tourism; this will be the main factor for many regions like the scenic lake Ohrid. 

The infrastructure is getting better and airports are getting more accessible for international airlines. Macedonia needs to promote tourism so that locals can improve their lives and their regions will get more developed. This is a main key for Macedonia’s to develop its economy, the economy of Macedonia could grow and citizen will benefit from this process. My field research to Macedonia has shown me that the country has potential to grow and to change in the future; in many ways Macedonia has the ability to be an important factor for the Balkans. 

In the next chapter I will outline a bit more about the Ohrid Framework agreement, in addition I will go through the developments that the government is going through with help of the framework. Greece and Macedonia are still having issues about the name that Macedonia carries. The fact that Greece put out a veto vote is changing Macedonia’s possibility to become an EU member will be outlined.

Chapter 4

The Ohrid Framework Agreement implementing

4. Introduction  

In this chapter, I will describe how the formal and legal requirements are in Macedonia now.  I will outline parts of the Ohrid Framework Agreement that was set in 2001, in the hope to find out whether the Ohrid Framework can contribute for the accession into the Union. Visiting Macedonia was informative; in reality the country has more complex issues to solve than one can find in the reports of EU.  Monitoring Macedonia’s current situation is, in my opinion, only possible when a research and project is in the core of the community.  In a democracy, there should be room for other people like Gypsies and other ethnic minorities; however, the reality shows that it is difficult to find a harmony between these minorities. Macedonia has to cope with several factors; the recognition by Greece and the NATO is on top of the political agenda.  Now Macedonia is looking for a new name to find that could be used without creating conflict with the name Macedonia of Greece.

4.1 Before the Ohrid Framework Agreement / Albanian conflict in Macedonia

The Ohrid Agreement was set after the NLA started to the political unrest in 2001. Police forces and members of the NLA were fighting against each other. Macedonia in that year was involved in a conflict with the ethnic population. One year after the conflict ended, Macedonia wanted to change the law hence came up with the Ohrid Framework. There were many conflicts between ethic minorities and the Macedonian Government, the NLA wanted to change the Albanian communities.  Albanians felt that they had the right to live the way they wanted without any integrating in the Macedonian society. Albanians wanted to create a system so that the Albanian people would have more rights in Macedonia. Not only the Albanians, but also the Macedonian Roma wanted the same recognition. Ethnic minorities have difficulties with other ethic minorities. Albanians were involved in a fire boll of violent conflicts with Roma’s or Macedonian Turks. The Albanians population in Macedonia felt superior to the rest of the ethnic groups because of the fact that they make up 20 percent of the Macedonia population. The ethnic Albanians cover about 22.9% of the population in Macedonia.  Macedonia takes this high percentage seriously and therefore tries to improve the situation. 

According to the Ohrid Framework Agreement ethnic groups that make up more than 20 percent of the population have the right to maintain their own language, but only in those areas where the majority speaks the language as in the case Albanian. (Ethnic Albanians, 2005, para, 2)
 
4.2 Ohrid Framework Agreement what does it contain?

There was need for peace and improvement of the political structure in Macedonia; the Ohrid Framework was there to make a new start for the country. Especially the ethnic minorities need to have more rights and freedoms to live their culture but also to have equal rights. Furthermore, the agreement functions as a checklist of what needs to be developed and improving to get into the European Union. Macedonia struggled from ignoring the problem that Albanians are a large community living all over Macedonia and at the border of Serbia. The framework has to promote peace and development between the ethnic groups within Macedonia.  The Macedonians need to respect the rule of law and need to tolerate other “Macedonians”. 

The basics of the framework agreement are to prevent violent conflicts or reactions to any political conflicts. Macedonia is moving towards more political and structured solutions that will stabilize a solid democracy. It is necessary to maintain Macedonia’s multi-ethnic character in public life, for example in schools, the public law system, and in the economy. (Ohrid Framework Agreement, August 2001 Basic principles) This is still a difficult aspect in Macedonia to have an equal appreciation and respect of ethnic minorities groups in Macedonia. There is a need to increase the number of police force from Albanian and Roma in the bigger cities of Skopje and Kumanovo. The public administration and the education in Macedonia are still in progress of modernization. This will help to increase the number police officers.  

4.3 Necessity of Education

Belonging to an ethnic minority should make participation crucial in local politics and needs more encouragement in order to get involved with voting as well as being informed about current political issues. It is sometimes impossible to become involved in politics because of the lack of education amongst the ethnic minorities.

There is a big need for education, especially higher education, but also elementary education. The most important goal is to increase literacy levels among poor ethnic minorities that live in isolated regions. The framework contains little on education but there are European institutions and organisations in Macedonia that are working on projects to help people get these populations into education system. Education is the first step towards building a good foundation with a stable economy. If Macedonia manages to offer a good foundation, young students can benefit economically, intellectually, culturally, and socially. Macedonia as a country would also benefit from this as well as those who study. 

One of the large organizations I mentioned in chapter 3 that has been active in Macedonia for years is SOROS; this is one of the largest and most funded.  Macedonia need’s more of these organizations to promote education but also to provide funding to create a better educational framework. It is necessary to provide education for children and teenagers, because this group of people are the key to the future of Macedonia. On the website of Soros an overview such as the current issues and projects being undertaken such as equal education for minorities, health, and social involvement. (Soros, Macedonia Education, 2006, page. 6.)


4.4 Developing a better governmental structure within the framework 

The framework is in favour of local self-governing regions; this means that the laws that are adopted in the new constitution will have impact on the rule of law. The new constitutions enlarge possibilities and are more flexible in local governments; this will create a situation in which laws will exist in municipalities like for example Bitola. Having local officials in regions where a large ethnic community live, offers more perspectives to the needs of the Albanians and the Roma. The Roma are however the second largest ethnic group living in Macedonia. 

The European Union has a charter about self-governance the most important goal is that Macedonia wants to create strict rules to adjust the policy. The principles of the European Charter of Local Self-Government holds, that local authority are the fundamentals of any democratic regime. (European Charter Preambles, 1985, para, 1) This is stated in the Charter of the Local Self – Government report in October 1985. The framework aims to achieve better competencies in public life such as urban and rural planning. 

According to the UN Human settlement rapport of 2004, Macedonia faced some serious problems like finding housing after the crisis of 2001, the pollution and the unclean air in cities like Skopje and Kumanovo.

4.5 Laws to improve a better living

The water and air quality in Macedonia are major problems and need to be addressed on the agenda of the local authorities. The problems caused by unplanned urban development are playing a crucial role in developing a better environment. There are a number of illegal buildings that are built including new houses without any official construction plans. This way the land on where the houses are built cannot be inspected for pollution. The EU is now monitoring the situation, there are more registered properties, and the municipalities can give penalties to those who do not have official papers. Urbanization and rural planning are very important for Macedonia. If there are no controlled plans in regions where ethnic minorities live, the gap will become larger between the rich and the poor. 

Macedonians with a greater income have possibility to build properties without any control of the municipality and the government cannot control what they spend. This is one form of money laundering; it is effortless for immigrants that live in the western European countries to spend their black money. The countries economic benefits are not visible, because the funding comes from private sources. Local citizens do not really benefit from the situation because of the cheap labour. The framework does not have a very clear solution for this; those who have money are the ones that benefit. Macedonia has a law on financing local governments; according to the framework, the local authorities can achieve their own responsibilities.(Framework Agreements, 2001,  Development of Decentralized, article. 3.1)  The framework promises transparency to the citizen and local authorities. During the first year, the national and international authorities are monitoring boundaries, this way a municipality can revise adjustments to the system if needed.  

4.6 Differences in Municipalities 

A year after Macedonia’s application to become a EU member I visited Macedonia in the summer. The country did not changed drastically after the framework, however there was improvement of the infrastructure and municipalities. 

The municipal council is selecting the local leaders that are chosen from a list of names. The ministry of internal affairs is always communicating with the councils of the municipalities. The Ministry is authorised to remove local police heads in accordance with the law, which was set in the agreement of article 3.2 of the Ohrid Framework Agreement. This makes the police in Macedonia more consistent and trustworthy than the years before. 

In the summer of 2004, I went to see my family again and I saw differences in smaller municipalities, for example, the smaller municipalities were more isolated form the bigger cities like Skopje and Ohrid. In 2004, the public system improved, as well as the facilities for the children Macedonians.  In the past there were major difference in Albanian villages and villages where the Roma lived, this has improved, because of the fact they live together in cities. Albanian’s now have more income and more possibilities to build a better foundation for the future. The Roma face more difficulties to achieve a better life, there are many ghettos and neighbourhoods where changes seem near impossible. These areas can change if the government initiates new projects, such as offering education for children and more job opportunities for those who are jobless and have no income. There is almost no equal consistency in Macedonia still there is more work to do by the government and the municipalities. 

4.7 Current Issue about the name change and becoming member of NATO

Macedonia was disappointed when the NATO rejected the country, the reason was that Greece put out a veto “NO” vote.  The fact that Macedonia wants to be a member of NATO is on the agenda for over more than ten years. Macedonia hoped to get into the NATO and become a full member together with Albania and Croatia. The VETO was a step back for Macedonia; this process could also jeopardize the membership into the EU.  Although Macedonia worked hard on building up the country and making the economy more stable than it was in the past. There are still struggles on its way to become an accession partner of the European Union and the NATO.  In 2008 Macedonia was preparing to go to the NATO submit in Bucharest and they hoped to receive a full membership. Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia had applied for a membership, but only Croatia and Albania got a membership in Bucharest in 2008. The reason for this denial was that  Greece does not want to accept Macedonia because of the name issues that Macedonia holds now.  

Greece put out a veto against acceptance and Macedonia could not join the NATO.  This came as a surprise for Macedonia and was a large disappointment. (Greece rejects, 2008, p.1) 

In theory, Greece finds that the name “Macedonia” belongs to the northern province of Greece, and that Macedonia could only be accept by the name FYRM.  This name is not common to use for a country that will be in the EU in the near future.  Greece also has problems with the fact that the airport in Skopje is named after Alexander the Great. 

Greece feels that Macedonia is a threat by looking for power and by keeping the name.  There is a sense of threat and speculation that Macedonia wants to to take over the northern part of Greece, the province of Macedonia. Macedonia stated that they will not take over the region and will not demand that the region is theirs.  Greece can make it very difficult for Macedonia to be accepted into the EU and already has by sending out a veto vote. (Greece blocking NATO expansion, 2001, p 1)  This could make Macedonia very unstable because of the fact that neighbouring countries are stronger and have various interests in exploiting Macedonia.  Macedonia and Kosovo have a large group of Albanians also Macedonia’s second language is Albanian. 

The country’s borders are not protected and Greece is jeopardizing it more, by even making the process to accession into the EU more difficult than it already is. (Baker, 2008, Washington Post, p.1)  Macedonia has been a vulnerable country in the past to political upheaval and continues this role into the future from enormous ethnic communities.  Greece could make the process to become a EU member difficult, however I believe that Macedonia will do its best to fulfil the criteria of the EU and a solution for the name will be found together with Greece and Macedonian officials.

4.8 Albanians in a Macedonian Conflict

Macedonians and the ethnic Albanians have always been in a tense struggle, the situation got even tenser after Macedonia’s independence. Macedonia has been very generous in the past towards the ethic Albanians. Albanians wanted so much more than being just a recognized ethnic group. Little villages and even the big cities where the Albanians live wanted to have more power in local authorities. The Albanian language should be recognized as an official language and the Albanians culture should be more outlined so that their children could learn more about it in schools. The framework states that an ethnic group could use its language only if they make up more than twenty percent of the population. 

Even Albanian universities should get full support by the government, so that more money can get into the education network.  The framework agreement should lead to some improvement of the criticism that the Albanians voiced for so many years. One thing is that the Macedonians and other ethnic minorities, as well as the neighbouring countries Serbia and Greece, were suspicious of Albanians demand for autonomy and political independence. 

Serbia and Macedonia’s fear could lead to eventual “secession or partition” and unification with Albania or Kosovo. (Kim, Recent conflict, 2001, p, 5-8) 
 

4.9 Albanian Powers in Politics 

Other main facts are that the Albanians already had some powers in the government as well in the police system. In the areas where the Albanians lived, the tension got high because during the presidential elections in 1999 there was no Albanian candidate.  Looking at the problems one can say that the Albanians cannot complain about not having anything to say when it comes to politics. Albanian Ethnic parties are almost the largest parties in the Macedonian government. Macedonians independence provided more possibilities for the Albanians and a key in parliament so that there are even ethnic Albanian cabinet ministers. (Kim, Recent conflict, 2001, p, 5-8) Still the ethnic Albanians caused a political unrest in 2001, where Macedonia became very vulnerable to the threat of the Albanian underground army UCK. 

I felt the tension in the bigger cities, not as a tourist but more as a Macedonian citizen, I carry both Dutch and the Macedonian citizenship. The Albanian situation became unstable when they demanded more rights with little justification.  There are other minorities that refrained from demanding the same rights, however the Albanians are in a greater number so there demands must be addressed.  Relatives told me that during the conflict in 2000 and 2001 the Albanians wanted to be the only ethnic group that would have power in politics and local authorities.  Other groups of ethnic minorities like the Roma’s wanted to have the same possibilities as the Albanians however it is a far more difficult process. Unfortunately, other ethnic minorities were not that fortunate like the Albanians. The fact that the Albanians used violence in the beginning to get what they wanted made Macedonia look for better solutions like implementing the Ohrid Framework Agreement.

4.10 The NLA National Liberation Army

The NLA is the National Liberation Army, which includes Albanians only, this militant group attacked security forces in Macedonia in the year 2001. (Albanian insurgency, 2001, para. 1)
The NLA wanted to fight for the rights of Albanians in Macedonia by taking over the system by using violence, their reason was that Macedonians were discriminating the Albanians in the past.  The NLA was a powerful organization, which was funded from all over the world by Albanians that live in the west like for example Switzerland. (Doole, 2001, BBC. para. 1.) 
Money was funded from all kind of sources; organizations collected the money from people that wanted to change the situation in Macedonia. In this case, a violent militant group was funded and weapons came into Macedonia through Albania and Kosovo (Serbia). There is a large community of Albanians that live in Switzerland one of them was the head of the NLA. Mr. Adili, was the political leader of NLA, his goal was to bring together Albania with the ethnic Albanians in Macedonia. (Associated Press, 2002, para. 3) The NLA think of themselves a liberation army, in my opinion they are a violent group of terrorists, causing political unrest for the country and jeopardizing the safety of all its citizens. 

The NLA wanted to make sure that they will get what they want, which was more rights in Macedonia and Kosovo.   Many view these underground activities and violence as cruel and not acceptable way of striving for freedom.  Still many people in Macedonia fear the NLA including my own family. According to the Amnesty International Report, the NLA attacked primarily the police and soldiers. There was no toleration coming from the NLA, a criminal institution could only harm the weak. This is a big crime and is still on investigation by the Yugoslavia Tribunal in The Hague. (Amnesty, 2002, p.1) The NLA had strategy to become powerful and only then they could achieve better rights and freedom for their Albanian people.  It was important to use a more diplomatic approach to solve their ethnic issues. 
4.11 Conflict

After becoming, an independent state Macedonia faced difficulties like corruption, ethnic unrest, and criminal activities among ethnic minorities. Borders were not secure and Macedonia had a crisis in its political system. The conflict between Macedonia’s largest minority groups concerned only the Albanians. The Albanians already prepared some underground activities with neighbouring regions like Kosovo and Albania. 

Support like money and weapons came through Serbia’s border right inside the areas where a large community of Albanians lived. According to Mr. S. Vaknin, who wrote a book and cited articles about theories of Albanians smuggling weapons and money into Macedonia, “The NLA relies heavily on logistic support from Kosovo and Albania. The latter has ostentatiously sealed its border with Macedonia against weapons smuggling.” (Vaknin, S, 2007, p. 1-2) 

In this theory the conflict is outlined, Kosovo is now independent and Macedonian citizens are afraid that this could lead to further development of the NLA in Macedonia from illegal activities in neighbouring countries. 
4.12 Albanians Rule & Macedonia’s streets 

The situation between Albanians and other ethnic minorities in Macedonia is very tense. The Albanians are the largest group of ethnic minorities in Macedonia. (Compendium, 2008, p. 1)
The Albanians in Macedonia make up more than 22 percent of the total population, which is total of more than 500.000 ethnic Albanians living in Macedonia. 

Other minorities see these facts as a big threat for their freedom and safety. Albanians have more rights than any other ethnic group in Macedonia because they make up more than 20 % of the total population. Universities of ethnic groups only will receive money from the state if only more than 20 % of the students speak Albanian.(Ohrid Framework Agreement, 2001, article. 6.2).   Hopefully Macedonia and the EU will work on this situation within 2 years. This is a crucial factor for Macedonia, because the country could show that it is prepared to take things into its own hands. 

The political structure as well as the rule of law should face the unrest in the country; only then, Macedonia can be ready for the EU.  Monitoring regions and cities in Macedonia makes local authorities more confident of what they could contribute to the municipalities. There should be no room for conflicts and citizen should feel safer now that Macedonia is implementing all the requirements to become a member. However there are threats that simply cannot be avoided, the task of the police is then to stay alert and bring peace and structure back to the cities.  

4.13 Conclusion


The Ohrid Framework Agreement gives a clear view of what Macedonia has to change and maintain to become an EU member. Citizens of Macedonia are respected and the political structure is changed into a solid democracy. Ethnic Albanians are the largest ethnic group in Macedonia and they demanded more power and rights in their municipalities in 2001. After the political unrest in 2001, Macedonia started to implement the framework in the smaller municipalities, this was to prevent more unrest among ethnic groups. Municipalities as well as local authorities have now a better structure, because of the fact the EU trained them. This was stated in the requirements of the EU, this way the authorities can work on improving the regions and guard for the rights and safety of its citizens. Albanians always wanted to create a system so that the Albanians would have better rights in Macedonia. The Albanians, but also the Macedonian Romas strive to have better rights and respect amongst the general population. 

The framework gives the freedom and the possibility to achieve this in regions where Roma live. The basics of the framework agreement are to prevent violent conflicts or reactions to any political conflicts. The framework however will contribute to become a full EU member in the future. Macedonia needs to focus on the financial sector and the private housing sector in greater cities like Kumanovo and Skopje. There are properties in Macedonia that did not have a full inspection of the land; some of the properties have polluted land and damage the environment. In case of education, Macedonia is focusing on areas where the percentage of illiteracy is high and large groups of uneducated children remain. Organisations, like SOROS, are funding several projects to help ethnic minorities by getting them the education they need. Greece is one of the countries that can make it difficult for Macedonia to get into the EU; Greece does not accept the fact that Macedonia is the “The Republic of Macedonia” by its official name. Macedonia wants to create a solution with a name that will satisfy not only Greece but also the Macedonian citizens. The fact that Greece is demanding Macedonia to change its current name causes difficulties in the process of getting a membership. Greece is far more powerful and has its greater connections with the other EU countries. Macedonia has no other option that to change the name and to find a better solution together with Greece and the European Union.

Final Conclusion

Macedonia has changed dramatically over the past century.  These changes had a great impact on the country as well as in the region where Macedonia is located. The most important fact is that Macedonia is still trying to maintain the culture and tradition that is so close to the heart of the citizens that call themselves “Makedonci”. The goal of Macedonia is to become a member of the EU, this would have a greater impact for the economy as well increase tourism.  Macedonia government as well as its citizens wants to become a member of the EU; during this research I have witnessed the great changes this country has undertaken to improve and to become an EU member state. 
There are still some issues like, improving the political structure and finding a balance between ethnic minorities. However Macedonia is on its way to become a member state in the future.  Countries like Bulgaria and Poland reached the same goal and are an official EU member.  I think that Macedonia has worked hard and is still working on the requirements of the European Union. The country has proved and showed that it is capable to changing their political structure, as well as to implementing the Ohrid Framework Agreement. The framework is contributing to the process of the accession into the Union, with great positive perspectives.  It gives more freedom to ethnic minorities and is changing the political structure. 

The Macedonian citizens developed more into a modern society, by getting better education and by trying to improve the economy. Macedonia is in need for change and the citizens are ready to start with a new chapter, the Macedonians are ready for the EU.  I had to find out if this would be a realistic goal for Macedonia, because of the fact in the year 2005, Macedonia applied for a membership. At first the idea of becoming a member state sounded highly unrealistic given its turbulent past and vast ethnic diversity. Macedonia had major struggles with its ethnic minorities and is still developing itself into a stable democracy. The main reason is that Macedonia introduced the Ohrid Framework Agreement 2001 was to better address the needs of these ethnic minorities. The framework states that ethnic minorities must be treated equally no matter what ethnic background.  The framework also states that if ethnic communities make up more that twenty percent of their ethnicity, they are allowed to use their language as the second official language. 

The Albanians make up more that twenty percent of the total population, so the use of the Albanian language as a second one is granted.  Macedonia was a vulnerable country during the first decades of the last century; being a part of Yugoslavia and close to Greece and Bulgaria made it difficult to develop into a stable democracy. In the past Yugoslavia was communist and had nationalistic leaders that wanted a greater Serbia and Macedonia was not an important factor for Serbia at that time. 

Tito was a communist that tried to bring harmony among the Yugoslavians and was popular amongst citizens that believed in one Yugoslavia although eventually there were nationalistic ideas that caused a civil war amongst the nation states that made up the former Yugoslavia. In 1993 the country had to re-establish itself from a civil war, this was when Macedonia gained its own independence.  Being independent did not make the situation better, Macedonians struggled with ethnic minorities such as Albanians who wanted more power and authority. After an political unrest that was caused by ethnic Albanians in 2001, Macedonia started to change the political structure by introducing the Ohrid Framework. With interference of the European Union, Macedonia started to make a new plan with the goal to become an EU member. Travelling to Macedonia made me understand the situation as well as the ethnic struggle that Macedonia has to cope with. The ethnic minorities have gained more rights, education, political stabilization, and acceptance from the Macedonian government. 

Macedonia has made progress in terms of the economy, infrastructure, and financial control. By monitoring specific regions that need funding and political stability, Macedonian authorities managed to improve the municipalities. My personal communication with the embassy in Canada and the permanent mission in New York, gave me good insight of the current issues. I was fortunate to meet people that wanted to help me and teach me about Macedonia.  In conclusion this research shows that Macedonia is capable to become a modern state and that it will succeed to become a member of the European Union in the near future. 
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