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Over the last few decades the power struggle between nations to win medals in major international
competitions has intensified. This has led to national sports organisations and governments throughout the
world spending increasing sums of money on elite sport. Several nations have indeed shown that accelerated
funding in elite sport can lead to an increase of medals won at the Olympics. Nevertheless, in spite of
increasing competition and the homogenisation of elite sports systems, the optimum strategy for delivering
international success is still unclear. There is no model for comparing, and increasing, the efficiency and
effectiveness of elite sport investments and management systems. This makes it difficult for sports managers
and policy makers to prioritise and to make the right choices in elite sports policy.

This book presents an international comparison of elite sport policies in six nations (Belgium, Canada, Italy, the
Netherlands, Norway and United Kingdom). Over 1,400 athletes, coaches and performance directors in these
nations have provided information on the climate to perform at the highest level of elite sport in their country.
Over a hundred criteria are evaluated and compared using a scoring system in nine sport policy areas.
This book is aimed at sports professionals, academics and politicians seeking a better understanding of the
factors that lead to international sporting success and seeking insights in future sport policy developments.

Veerle de Bosscher conducted her Ph.D. on this international comparative study. She is a research assistant
at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium, in the department: Sports Policies and Management (SBMA). She
graduated in PE on and has completed two Master's degrees in sports management and in training/coaching.

Jerry Bingham has a background in local government and, in the early nineties, worked as a freelance sports
reporter for the Independent on Sunday.

Simon Shibli is a Director of the Sport Industry Research Centre (SIRC) at Sheffield Hallam University,
England. Simon is a graduate in Physical Education, Sport Science and Recreation Management from
Loughborough University and also a qualified management accountant (ACMA).

Maarten van Bottenburg has been the research director of W.J.H. Mulier Institute – Centre for Research on
Sports in Society, since 2002. In 2004, he was appointed professor of sociology of sport at Utrecht University
and professor of sport business at Fontys University of Applied Sciences.

Paul De Knop is dean of the Faculty of Physical Education of the Vrije Universiteit Brussel, advisor to the
Flemish minister of Sport, chairman of the board of BLOSO (the Flemish Sport Administrative Body) and also
chairman of the RAGO (Council of the Community Education). Paul's teaching includes areas of sport
management, sport sociology and sport policy.
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