
Intensifying the character of the urban fringe, as a responsible extension of our living environment

THE YARD SHEPHERDS OVERLOOK THE WATERTOWER

PARKING OCCUPIED PLOTS VACANT PLOTS

This is the hearth of the area. The temporary 
visitor can take a rest at the bar. The residents 
of the area bring their kids to the daycare, and 
there are discussions or negotiations between 
‘fringe residents’

Like a strange encounter in the landscape stands 
the Shepherds overlook. This is the domain of 
the maintainers of this landscape. Also, it fulfills 
an educational role of the ecosystem.

Striking objects are found a lot in the city 
outskirts. To provide the many allotments with 
irrigation in dry periods, water from the water 
tower can be used.

The area is “car-free. It is intended that the 
user of this landscape park the car at the ‘gate’. 
Of course, access to all plots and functions 
is provided. This can be used for moving, 
emergency services and transport for the various 
functions.

This is where users have permanently settled. 
Together with other residents, they are part of 
a collective community. Appointments are made 
among themselves.

Plots where residents have not yet settled. 
Potential occupants can register in The Yard to 
become members of the collective.

ELEMENTS IN FRINGE INTENSIFIED

FRINGE INTENSIFIED

NEWCOMERS
The “newcomers” are looking for a place 
where the offspring can grow up in complete 
freedom. Yet they like to live close to the city 
with its many amenities.

GARDENERS
The urban fringe is known for its many 
allotments. A frequent guest is therefore the 
gardener. Here they are free to establish an 
allotment, and they can even live there (legally).

LONERS
The urban fringe has an attraction for users 
seeking space and a place for themselves. This 
may be for hobbying or secluded living. 

CREATORS
The experimental nature of the urban fringe 
lends itself well to the creative. Here they find 
space they don’t find in the city or further out. 
Creators contribute to the diversity of the 
fringe landscape.

RECREANTS
The recreationalist escapes the busy city. 
The ‘Tilburgers’ yearn for a walk or bike ride 
through nature. For this they don’t have to go 
further than a few steps out of the city. In this 
landscape one meets the typical ‘Fringer’. 

SHEEP
The sheep are perhaps the most represented 
inhabitants in this landscape. They play an 
important role in maintaining it. Sheep also 
provide wool which can be used as building 
material. Tilburg is known for its textiles so an 
application can certainly be found there as well.

MIGRATORY BIRDS
An example of one of the temporary users is 
the ‘Kolgans’. They are well-known residents 
of a wet heath landscape. White-fronted 
geese eat mainly grass, but sometimes harvest 
residues from sugar beet. In very wet areas the 
geese also eat grass roots and wild plants in 
fields and field margins.

INSECTS & OTHER ANIMALS
This diverse, man-modified landscape lends 
itself extremely well to insects and other 
animals. The various allotments, grasses and 
other plants in this landscape are great for the 
biodiversity of the landscape. This is in great 
contrast to the current biodiversity of the 
arable landscapes.

USERS | FRINGERS
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ALLOTMENT GARDENS IN THE FRINGE

WATER LANDSCAPE

INDIVIDUAL COLLECTIVE
- Feeling of space
- Hobby projects
- Individually self-sufficient

- General well-being
- Food garden for the city
- Increasing biodiversity

AGRICULTURAL GROUNDS ECOLOGY WATER RETENTION INFRASTRUCTURE PLOTS MIX OF FUNCTIONS

TEMPORARY USER
PERMANENT USER

THE GARDENS WATER LANDSCAPE

‘GARDEN FUNCTIONS’ + ‘COMMUNITY BASED FUNCTIONS’
ALLOTMENT GARDEN AS A PRINCIPLE EXISTING CULTURAL-HISTORICAL LAYER AS A BASE

CLUSTERED DENSIFICATION

fences strange encounters typical elements (cluttering) roads & dead ends

historical structures

dead ends

country roads

rural trailsmessy elements

construction sheds

allotment gardens

typical building arrangement

city meets ruralbarbed wire

keep the lifestock inside..

security

security horizon dominating

EXISTING DNA OF TILBURG

STRANGE ENCOUNTERSARRANGEMENT OF BUILDINGS

CLUTTERING

ALLOTMENT GARDENSAGRICULTURAL GROUNDS

No man’s land where nothing is allowed and in advance nothing is ‘possible’
Unattractive to humans
nature network
Beacons in the landscape
Connecting ‘coat’ around the city
Separation between culture historical and modern Brabants landscape
Placed around culture historical landscap it to avoid cultural-historical zone
Disturbing factor for the city (noise, pollution, aesthetics)
Transparent

+ Giving existing structure a value by giving it to nature as a green mantle around the city
The new nature network can connect different places (+) in the fringe

DEFINITION & CONDITIONS

PRECONDITIONS FOR DESIGN

ADDED VALUE 

Enlarge the nature network (which already runs parallel to the N261)
Show that the area can be given a supporting function (park/relaxation/connection/nature network)
Consciously created separation between 2 areas. No reason to create a transition here.
Leaving existing network in its value = functional -> over (N261) or under (high voltage route)
Use disruptive factor -> cause for improvement

+
+

+

+
+

+

DEFINITION & CONDITIONS

PRECONDITIONS FOR DESIGN

+
ADDED VALUE 

Former flow fields (textile factories)
Place restores itself and is breeding ground for new nature
Nature is recovering
Scars in the landscape
Road as disruptive barrier
100 meters away, someone grows his food
Diffusion/settling of water

Polluted soil cannot simply be removed
Part of a larger concept (Noorderbos)

Place where housing can land as a second layer (Ceuvel)
Structure of flow fields gives direction of masses
New nature - future living environment
Housing (intervention) can help with the remediation of the underground

DEFINITION & CONDITIONS

PRECONDITIONS FOR DESIGN

+
ADDED VALUE 

Farmer's domain
water landscape
Transition from low point to higher ground
Agricultural destination
Archaeologically valuable 
Acquisition Area
Tree cultivation excluded

Designated water buffer for the city
Agricultural destination preserved

Urban farming 
Combine waterbuffering with housing

DEFINITION & CONDITIONS

PRECONDITIONS FOR DESIGN

+
ADDED VALUE 

Northernmost ‘herdgang’ of Tilburg
‘Schans’, high place
The rugdijk derives its name from roughness and a higher dike
Not further developed into city / incorporated into urban fabric
Illustration of the Tilburg city of the past -> start for the future? pivot point
Hertgang structure is the breeding ground for the city (Tilburg DNA)
Diamond for the city
Construction marked seems randomly placed -> First disruption by the city

Preservation of cultural-historical character
The densification of this area respects the filling of the historic ribbon structure

The place as a junction of roads
A wink to more ribbon construction possible, provided that it is 'secondary' to the place
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Design study: clustered enclaves in the 
landscape. As a strange encounter.

Allotment gardens have individual and collective interest.

A study of the waterscape. Living by the water.

“When a farmer has too 
little space, he simply 
builds a shed.”

YARD

Research into morphology 
tells us that buildings in these 
types of areas often have a yard 
arrangement. Behind a fence is 
a private domain that is handled 
as functionally as possible. If 
there is a need for a stable, it is 
built without mercy.

Selling local 
products

Recreants enjoy the 
environment

Functions for the 
maintance of the 
ecosystem

Creators exhibit 
and trade“We do it together”

“I want my own space”

“Acting together, but room for 
freedom and self-will”

Local entrepreneurs 
get a stage

Right now there is a major densification 

task of our cities. In Tilburg alone, 

25,000 homes must be added in the 

next 20 years. Yet I like to look a little 

further. What if we do expand our living 

environment? With this project I want to 

demonstrate that it is possible to expand 

our living environment, but in a way that 

benefits the ecosystem and the user. 

The landscape has been designated as a water landscape 
by the municipality of Tilburg. As part of ‘Landschapspark 
Pauwels’. This fits in the concept for wet-heather.

MONOCULTURE CHANGE THE LANDSCAPE WATER LANDSCAPE
MONO-CULTURAL LANDSCAPE PEOPLE TOGETHER WATER RETENTION AREA FOR TILBURG
In the urban fringe of Tilburg is a lot of space reserved for 
agriculture. Private property now ensures that the landscape 
has a closed character. There is room here to open the 
landscape and intensify the fringe and its characteristics.

People unite as a collective and work together restore the 
landscape and bring back the natural wet-lands of the past. 
The typology will be wet-heater, derived from the landscape 
as it was in the past.

The city’s DNA can be found in the historical street pattern. 
This cultural-historical pattern is used as the basis for opening 
up the area. 

The character of the urban fringe is intensified and 
stimulates a mixed use of the landscape.

A mix of functions and target groups creates a dynamic and inviting 
urban fringe.

DNA OF TILBURG CHANGE THE LANDSCAPE ATTRACTIVE LANDSCAPE
ACCESSIBILITY AND FORDABILITY RESIDENT TAKES CARE OF THE PLOT ACQUAINTANCE WHAT THE FRINGE HAS TO OFFER
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URBAN FRINGE: TILBURG NORTH
As part of a landscape park, here 
the city slowly merges with nature. 
Many elements can be found here 
that signify the character of the city 
outskirts.

A WALK THROUGH THE AREA

A tour through the outskirts of my 
hometown made me realize that the edge 
of the city is not just a straight line. It is not 
the case that the city suddenly turns into 
the countryside. There is a transition zone 
which draws my attention.

In my opinion,  ‘anything’ seems to be 
possible in the urban fringe. For example, 
the riding school is located next to an 
allotment complex, where power lines 
cross, and windmills dominate the horizon. 
I also came across temporary housing that 
seems to be placed in the middle of a corn 
field.

PROJECT LOCATION
The project site was chosen because 
it is one of the lowest points in the 
landscape. This lends itself well to 
creating the water landscape (wet 
heather) here.

RESEARCH LAYERS
Different layers in the landscape were 
examined. The area lends itself well 
to food production and has a strong 
cultural and historical character.

biodiverity of the soil & trees soil potential production cultural historical elements

SITE-SPECIFIC MOTIVATION

STUDY & INSPIRATION
MAIN FINDINGS

PLACES

Getting a grip on different places in the landscape.

EXPERIENCE AND RESEARCH LANDSCAPE AND URBAN CONCEPT



The permanent resident of the urban fringe can move into one of the percolating areas of 'The gardens'. The characteristic 
freedom generally found in the urban fringe can be fully utilized here. As a collective, residents with this desire,  seek each other 
out and collectively purchase a piece of land from a farmer. 

There are no zoning rules on these self-sufficient plots. The residents themselves are responsible for energy supply, waste 
water and maintenance of the hedges. A collective decision is made about constructions or potential new functions in the area. 
In the collective, there are a number of basic rules that must be met, the rest is decided together in a democratic manner. 

The end result of this special neighborhood cannot be imagined in advance. In addition to residents, the Tilburg craft industry 
will also be given a place. Thus, residential development is mixed with business activity, which does justice to the dynamic urban 
fringe. In this way there is also enough to discover for the temporary visitor.

ALLOWED TO BUILD 1 HOUSE PER LOT

SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN ENERGY AND 

WASTEWATER
PERFORM REGULAR 

MAINTENANCE ON THE 

HEDGES

IN CASE OF MOVING. REMOVE ITEMS 

THAT ARE NOT TAKEN OVER FROM THE 

PLOT

THE GARDENS LIVING ALLOTMENTS
THE NEIGHBOURS

I have a large roof 
area. You can share 

solar power with me 
if you want?

Sure, in exchange we have 
enough space to also purify 

your waste water in the 
helophyte filter

BIODIVERSE BORDER
Hedge as standard boundary of 
property.

ENTRANCE
The entrance ‘gate’ is free to design by 
the resident. This makes the design of 
the transition private - public to the 
user himself.

plot size

300 m²

SCENARIOS IN THE GARDENS

DISCUSSION AND TUNING IN 'THE YARD'
LEFT OUT PLOTS
Every now and then a plot has been 
omitted from the grid. This gives the wet 
heather space. These places are precisely 
the places where children can romp, and 
the sheep roam.

MAIN ROAD
The connecting road runs as a vein 
through the landscape. The communal 
functions are located on this ‘main road’. 
This arises from the historic ribbon 
development along cultural-historical 
roads of the current location.

DENSITY
22 plots* / ha

*possibly housing or other function in 
consultation with the community

INFRASTRUCTURE
The narrow space between 
the plots is inspired by 
the allotment garden. By 
maintaining a minimum size of 
4 m, accessibility of logistics and 
emergency services has been 
taken into account. Precisely 
by keeping the paths narrow, 
the small-scale character is 
preserved.

15 m

20
 m

I am going to cause a lot of noise 
nuisance with my DJ studio. I 
would like to do you a service 
and let me share in a nature-

inclusive solar facade.
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BASE RULES COMMUNITY

THE HOME OF GEORGE  |  LONER  
Composes music as a hobby in his containers that have been 

transformed into a home. Obviously this makes a lot of noise. In order 
to continue to practice his hobb y here, he enters into conclave with 

the neighbors.

THE HOME OF A FAMILY |  THE NEWCOMERS  
This family chose this place to build a house and raise 
the children. “Living in this scenic area is perfect for the 
children. It is also nice that we live close to the city”

SANDER’S BIKE REPAIR SHOP  |  CREATORS
“This place is ideal for my bicycle repair store. I really enjoy 

social contact, which makes me feel right at home here. I 
have local residents as customers, but also tourists with a 

flat tire stop by. I offer them a cup of coffee and a pleasant 
conversation!

THE ALLOTMENT AND B&B FROM ANNIE AND JAN  |  THE GARDENERS  
Here people with a hobby have found their place: “We maintain our 
allotment here together with others who are interested.
We maintain our allotment here together with others who are 
interested. In this way we can do something for the neighborhood and 
the residents of the city. These local products are sold in The Yard”.

COMMUNAL 
COMMMITTEE

‘THE GARDENERS’

We have some base rules and 
boundaries to keep it livable

I would like to fully utilize my lot 
to build on with a house.

Only 300 m² ?! Can we share 
land to realize our facilities?

Good idea, that way we each 
have more space for a private 

spot.

No, we are collectively opposed to this 
because it damages the character of the 

area.

I want a place for myself. Am 
I obligated to work with local 

residents?

You don’t have to, but it might 
be helpful to share some of 

the basics.

Can I start my 
woodworskhop in this 

area?

Of course! Thanks 
for coming to take 

a look.

What an interesting 
products do you make, 
are they also for sale?

Sure, as long as you don’t 
bother us with noise pollution 

and excessive loading and 
unloading. 

That is a good idea, because we 
are not bothered by the view 

of a container and we can make 
the garden green.



THE YARD MATERIALISATION & DETAILS

Centrally located in the intensified fringe is the yard. This composition of buildings is the social heart 
of the area. Three main buildings are located here. Normally along a historic ribbon you find the 
residential house, behind which the outbuildings are placed. 

In this case, the barn is the most important building along the main route. Because it is precisely the 
outbuildings in the border that are so characteristically built. 

A pergola construction connects the three buildings. This is a metaphor for the typical pergola 
constructions found in allotments. 

However, an element has been designed in the perimeter beam where birds, bats, bees and butterflies 
can nest. Thus, in addition to providing shade, the pergola is also an important addition in terms of 
biodiversity.

OVERGROWN CONCRETE MESH
At specific places along the fence, a concrete mesh 
is connecting the fence with the perimeter beam 
of the pergola. Plants like Hedra can grow up 
freely.

STEEL SEAM CLADDING
One of the barns is finished with this black plate. 
Steel sheet and corrugated sheet are commonly 
used materials on yards. Usually applied to sheds 
given the relatively cheap way of building. This is 
very decisive for the characteristic in the urban 
fringe.PERGOLA

Inspired by allotment gardens, 
the pergola construction 
connects the buildings in the 
yard. It is also detailed nature 
inclusive, so that it is useful for 
all users.

THE YARD’S GARDEN
The Yard’s garden is furnished 
as a yard for everyone. This is 
where the meeting takes place 
between the temporary 
and permanent users of the 
urban fringe.

THE BARN
250 m²
This building, designed as one 
of the barns in the yard, forms 
the heart of the landscape. In 
this building discussions are 
held, workshops are organized, 
and there is room for activities 
to be organized by the 
neighbourhood, for everyone.

FENCING
Typical for the urban fringe 
of the city, the fence. The 
separation between the public 
and private yards of the ‘fringer’

THE YARD’S CAFÉ
136 m²
Café in which the holiday 
maker meets the resident of 
the outskirts of the city or rests 
here after a bicycle or walking 
tour.

GARDEN SHEDS
12 m²/each
Selling local products, 
borrowing and sharing tools to 
work in the garden or buying a 
snack.

DAYCARE
110 m²
Childrens daycare for all users. 
Ideal for kids to spend their 
days in the landscape.

THE YARD  |  PERGOLA
1:10

THE BARN  |  FACADE FRAGMENT
1:20

THE YARD  |  SECTION
1:100
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THE YARD

To do:

- Renderen beelden
- Aankleden van zooms
- Teksten typen met uitleg
- Details check opmaak + materiaal
- Materialenlijstje + tekst
- Doorsnede mensen
-  Introductie tekst



FRINGE INTENSIFIED |  KOEN MARCELISSEN  |  MA+U  |  DEFINITIVE DESIGN  |  21-04-2022  |  P-05

OAK WOOD PLANKS
For the facade of the house of the shepherd 
thermally threated Oak planks are used. Locally 
harvested wood is used for this. The material will age 
(gray), which will eventually result in a beacon in the 
landscape. This way it will blend in with the natural 
appearance of it’s surroundings.

BURNED WOOD PLANKS
This material was chosen for its mysterious appearance. To give the 
visitor of the Fringe Intensified the urge to discover, the sheep shed is 
covered with this material. This Japanese technique makes the wood a 
durable material and it lasts a very long time.

CLT (PINEWOOD)
The inside of the house is made of crossed laminated wood. Its 
relatively simple shape makes it ideal for pre-fabrication. It is lighter 
than steel and concrete plus it stores Co².

SHEPHERD’S OVERLOOK MATERIALISATION & DETAILS

storage

There is a striking appearance in the landscape. The Shepherd’s overlook is designed as a strange 
encounter in the landscape. This building does not only function as a sheep shed. 

Visitors to ‘Fringe Intensified’ can also find information about the ecosystem and management of 
the area here. The shepherd lives in the vertical element of the building. From his home he has a 
good overview of the entire area. In this way he can keep an eye on his herd but at the same time it 
also ensures social safety. From the house there is also a view of the stable. Through a designed bay 
window.
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SHEEP STABLE | GROUND FLOOR
1:100

SHEPHERD’S HOUSE | THIRTH FLOOR
1:100

SHEPHERD’S HOUSE | SECOND FLOOR
1:100

SHEPHERD’S HOUSE | FIRST FLOOR
1:100

EDUCATION
The barn is publicly accessible 
during the day. Here one 
can find explanations about 
the ecosystem of the place. 
This also gives the building an 
educational role. 

SHEEP HATCH
One of the characteristics of 
the urban fringe is unexpected 
discoveries. This fact was 
used as a design element. The 
shutters open in a special way, 
and when closed it does not 
stand out in the facade.

SHEEP BOXES
The sheep are herded together 
by the shepherd and spend the 
night sheltered in the sheep 
pens. There is room for about 
120 sheep.

HUMAN’S HATCH
Human access. This is also a 
passage for small equipment for 
the purpose of taking care of 
the sheep.

SILO
The entrance to the house is on 
the second floor. It is accessible 
by the staircase, which is 
incorporated into the silo.

VISITOR WINDOW
The window in the facade 
reveals what is going on inside. 
Located on the main route, it is 
an interesting element to peek 
inside. SHEPHERD’S OVERLOOK  |  SECTION

1:100
SHEPHERD’S OVERLOOK  |  SECTION
1:100

B

B
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THE STABLE  |  SHEEP’S HATCH FRAGMENT
1:20

SHEPHERD’S HOUSE  |  BAY WINDOW
1:10

A B

Shepherd’s 
overlook

SHEPHERD’S OVERLOOK


