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THE HOUSING REVOLUTION IN
CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE

InformerWarsaw Pactcountries (excl. Soviet
Union) more people are living in socialist
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the existing housing stock, the restructuring

of socialist mass housing could answer
new housing demands.Two socialist mass
housingareasaretestedwhetherthehousing
challenge could be facilitated. Original
qualities of these areas are incorporated in
the design. The location differ a lot in social
structure, spatial expression and location
on city scale. While Hellersdorf (Berlin) is
sliding down towards ghetto-ization at the
edge of Berlin, Rataje (Poznan) is a very
respected area that utilizes the proximity
of the city center. A design is proposed
how these areas could slowly answer the
new housing needs in central and eastern
Europe. It results in a toolbox, strategy and
phasing of this restructuring task.
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HELLERSDORF

For Hellersdorf the chosen model
is densification at strategic point,
well connected with the rest if the
city with daily services on walking
distance. This creates total new
typologies: high urban density
surrounded by shrinkage areas.
_ This can attract other social class
2-:,3and avoid ghettoization. It also
well the rapid aging society
g A won't lose its mobility.

. I| k. | ‘::\.'qﬂ ..'._ Wi -:‘: ;- .; 'l‘_:: ~ ;‘ - o i - e
%DORF AND AHRENSFELDEN =52 ORGSEOTARE A= 5 T

= ¥ ]
B

DECISIVE ARGUMENTS
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Hellersdorf has the
possibility to become a
very divers living area with
local services on walking
distance and well connected
to Berlin. The monotonic
area can become flexible in
use of public space, housing
typology, experience of
space and living. Existing
and original qualities of
the mass housing are
incorporated in the plan.
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EXISTING SITUATION MAIN STREET

~\ For Rataje in Poznan
the chosen model of
densification is along
an urban line. Located
parallel to the river
Warta with its green
potential and waterfront,

it can be a new and high
urban living area and
contributing to other
urban typologies. The
~ urbanbackboneisalmost
__making a connection to
the beautiful medieval
-city center of Poznan
and can also be a social

" backbonecuttingthrough
! FN'\_’_ataje symbolizing the
-w—social cohesion of this
,-_sEiaIist mass housing
area. Besides that, this
densification model
keeps most of the urban
structure of Rataje which

is very much respected
by the inhabitants intact.
Creating more space
for the river is not only
avoiding chances of

A

RATAJE

flooding (which almost
annually happens), it
also give Rataje a front
and location on the river.
The river is brought to

the city.
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‘B = Rataje can slowly
- """ become ' a total new
i k living area. Occuping
L' 8 s, publicspace can already
A\ lcause a revolution, in
‘*‘.‘-.,‘ B "
-1 d, customizing
existing housing stock
-a second revolution and
esi __areas even

ocial effect.

and high density area
and having structural
and high quality green

very nearby. s uni
for Poznam
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The toolbox shows possibilties TOOLS
TOO LS, STRATEGY AN D PHASING how to deal with densification.

2 Combined with the strategy,
calculation of cost and phasing,
this toolbox can be tested on other
mass housing areas dealing with
re-structuring. Urban designers
should be always aware that they o
deal with social issues and people.
This thesis is showing a possible
strategy how static and monotonic

mass housing areas can be  DENSIFY WITH LIVELY AND QUITE PLACES i EE _

flexible. There is one big social %L I?%!
advantage and that is flexibility of I il - ' !
the inhabitants itself, showed by ' <

the picture: christmas supper with
12 in the bedroom.
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